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Mobilizing for Growth, We Give Our Time, Talent, and Treasure 
By Greg Huang-Dale, Board President 

 “To everything turn, turn, turn…there is a season turn, turn, turn… and a time to every purpose under heaven.”   
      —Ecclesiastes 3 as interpreted by Pete Seeger (1919-2014) 
 
For many in the USA, the seasonal changes are a cyclical reminder of living within God’s creation.  Unfortunately,  those 

changes have also become the clarion call of human impact on the earth making itself felt.  In El Salvador the March presidential 
election season brought renewed hope that gains made for rights and equality in the past five years would not be reversed.  
Guatemalans are also feeling the turns of victory and defeat as they struggle against exploitation of land and people.  

 
As we recommit ourselves at every turn, moving forward in faith both in our local committees and internationally, we are ever 

grateful for the unyielding passion and generosity of our community.  Because even amidst long-term, global struggles, we can 
have daily a positive impact on our world.  There’s no better example of these positive changes than the lives that have been turned 
for the better by participating in Sister Parish delegations.  I know this because I heard it over and over again his past year as I met 
people who helped found Sister Parish, Inc. 25 years ago, as I heard from former staff and board members, and as I watched young 
lives from all three countries, joined through Sister Parish, being forever touched by singing, dancing, and playing together.   

 
Sister Parish is a small organization as NGOs go, but support for Sister Parish is steadily expanding as we walk with the larger 

global movement for justice.  This year, we welcome two new members to our board: Tom Pouliot, from Seattle, WA and Mike 
Spellman from Shoreview, MN.  Both bring valuable experience and great personal gifts to our team; and we continue the search 
for others to join us.  Please contact Carrie or me if you have interest in serving on our board and partnering with the members of 
the Salvadoran and Guatemalan Directivas (advisory boards). 

 
Our Anniversary celebration of 2013 has turned to development and growth planning in 2014.  Last year’s donations now 

support delegate scholarships and recruitment efforts to encourage new churches to join us.  The new documentary film, 
Generations in Solidarity, created by long-time members Jeff and Rita Nohner, is also being screened to generate more delegates 
and new linkages. As we turn toward new visions of Sister Parish, we need all kinds of support to reach new people and new 
churches. 

 
In the south, our Directivas have taught us the immeasurable value of keeping in-country connections strong.  In order to keep 

each other informed, inspired, and accountable to our mission we expanded this model to the north this year.  Board members have 
been visiting US parish partners for meetings, social gatherings, and fundraising events to strengthen our bonds and support each 
other’s work.  We are also hosting conference calls so that Sister Parish committees around the US can collaborate and learn from 
each other.  Please contact US Regional Coordinator David, Ericson by email if you have interest in these calls. 

 
I see ever more clearly that we are part of a global movement.  Coordinating with other organizations in the Americas – Rights 

Action, Latin American Working Group, NISGUA, CISPES, Guatemalan Human Rights Commission, and Chalatenango 
Communities and Repopulations (CCR) – has enhanced  solidarity and strengthened us.  Sister Parish is clearly in motion; we 
travel, we meet, we march, we sing, we pray, and we advocate for one another. The power of these connections can be hard to see 
from the north but is frequently communicated by southern members and easily observed by delegates traveling south.  

 
Of course we all pitch in to support this work in a myriad of ways.  Please consider making a tax-deductible contribution now.  

Enclosed in this newsletter is an envelope you may use, or you may donate online at our website, SisterParish.org.  We need each 
other to do this work, so we are always grateful for your part in our community.  There is“time for peace, I swear it’s not too late.” 

 
In God’s good struggle, 
 
Greg Huang-Dale       Other contacts: 
Sister Parish, Inc.       Executive Director Carrie Stengel:  carrie@sisterparish.org  
soleilhuangdale@gmail.com      US Coordinator David Ericson:   usoffice@sisterparish.org
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Sister Parish, Inc. 

     Sister Parish’s Board of Directors held its spring 
meeting this year at First United Methodist Church in 
Downers Grove, IL. The Board welcomed our two newest 
members:  Tom Pouliot from Seattle, WA and Mike 
Spellman from Shoreview, MN.  Greg Huang-Dale, SP 
President, joined us from Taiwan over Skype.  Technology 
also allowed us to connect with our brothers and sisters in 
Central America.  Skype calls were completed with staff 
members Brian Tyler and Julieta Borja as well as three 
representatives from the 
Guatemala and El Salvador 
Boards (Directivas).  These 
conversations with our 
southern Directiva partners 
reminded us what is at the 
core of Sister Parish:  
relationships, solidarity, and 
mutual sharing of joys and 
sorrows.   
 
     We are particularly focused on attending outreach 
events and updating promotional materials.  So far , Board 
members have attended two ELCA synod assemblies, 
presented at a number of interested churches, and 
coordinated screenings of the new Generations in 
Solidarity documentary.   
      
     We are especially interested to recruit new 
congregations close to existing member churches, so please 

alert staff about any recruitment events in your area, 
including synod assemblies, diocesan mission fairs, etc.  
We can assist in finding volunteers to attend the events.  
Additionally, if you have the name of an individual  person 
or a church who is interested in learning more about 
solidarity relationships with Central America, please let us 
know.  

 
We also discussed ways to strengthen ties among northern 

churches and ideas to encourage 
more youth to participate in 

Sister Parish. 
 
     The members of 
Downers Grove First United 
Methodist Church were very 

gracious hosts during our 
weekend visit.  Pastors Greta 

and Jim hosted a delicious lasagna meal at their home on 
Friday evening.  On Saturday evening, church members 
and the Board gathered for a potluck, followed by a public 
viewing of the new film, Generations in Solidarity, with a 
question and answer session with filmmaker Jeff Nohner 
and SP Executive Director Carrie Stengel.  Between 
Sunday morning worship services, a craft sale was hosted 
by the SP committee, selling beautiful products from the 
women of UPAVIM, with whom Downers Grove has 
sustained a long-term relationship facilitated by Sister 
Parish.  -SP 

Spring ‘14 Board Meeting Focuses on Strengthened Community and Growth 
By Sarah Dodge Jerde, Board Secretary 

Board members Ginnie Berge, Sarah Jerde, Nancy Wiens, Mike  Spellman, and Tom Pouliot, with Executive 
Director Carrie Stengel, working on new publicity and recruiting materials at the spring  2014 Board of 
Directors meeting  at First United Methodist Church, Downer’s Grove, Illinois.  

Please contact David Ericson at 

usoffice@sisterparish.org or (612) 326-4361 

with event information or contacts interested 

in learning more about Sister Parish. 
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Summer 2014 

First-time Delegate Reflects on Our Newest Linkage  
-David Ericson, US Coordinator 

   In the fall of 2013, the community of San José 
La Montaña, (Chalatenango, El Salvador) and 
Trinity Episcopal Church (Newtown, CT) agreed 
to form Sister Parish’s newest hermanamiento.  
At Trinity, we estimated that we could organize 
our first full delegation by Spring 2015, but after 
taking two years to get to the point of committing 
to a community, we did not want to wait another 
18 months, so two of us asked to meet our new 
faith partners in person to jumpstart the 
relationship.   
 
   Our timing was auspicious. Whether by chance 
or by providence, we arrived in San José La 
Montaña during their patron saint festival, which 
was an added gift.  And we arrived just after the 
FMLN had successfully retained the presidency, 
which enhanced the atmosphere of joyous 
celebration.   
 
   I had followed the wars in Central America 
throughout the 80s and worked in peace and 
justice movements at that time.  But I had never 
been to El Salvador; so to finally stand on 
Salvadoran soil felt like a pilgrimage. We 
attended the people’s mass in the basement of the 
national cathedral and the hair on my arms stood up as, 
standing next to Archbishop Romero’s crypt, I heard 
liberation theology preached from the pulpit instead of 
merely reading it in a book.  During the offering, in 
addition to presenting contributions to the altar, participants 
also presented to the congregation a copy of the hard-won 
constitution, holding it out in all directions as an object 
worthy of adoration, a reminder of what so much suffering 
had won and what sort of communion was at stake.  
 
     Heading to San José La Montaña, we drove eastward 
through towns where Salvadoran clergy and the four US 
church women had been assassinated along side of the 
population.  As we approached the mountains where there 
had been such a rain of warfare, then stood with a new 
friend on top of a ridge, looking east across the Rio Sumpúl 
into Honduras, I thought again that this land had been 
consecrated by what happened there.  And it was.  But not 
necessarily in the way I had thought. 
 
     El Salvador Regional Coordinator Julieta Borja had told 
us that San José La Montaña was a special place, not only 
because of the natural beauty of the area but also because 
of the spirit of the community. And she wasn’t kidding.  
We were welcomed with open arms and hearts. The 
committee in San José La Montaña displayed a level of 
hospitality that any US church would find difficult to 
match. Whether in scheduled appointments to see schools, 
clinics, political offices, and public celebrations, or in 

people’s churches and homes, everywhere we went we 
were greeted graciously and brought right into people’s 
daily lives.   
 
     And each stop brought more stories.  Personal stories 
from the war, but mostly explanations of social welfare 
campaigns and community organizing strategies, joyous 
celebrations and constant joking.  And with each story 
came a sense of gratitude to us for listening.  I came to 
understand that listening was our main job on this 
pilgrimage.  And I learned a lot, not so much about the 
suffering of war, although that is necessary context, as 
about resilience, organization, solidarity, and faith, and 
about the progress toward justice that those qualities have 
allowed the people of Chalatenango to make.  That spirit 
has consecrated this land and people more than the 
suffering that was experienced there.  Or perhaps it is better 
to say that, where violent repression attempted to desecrate 
the place and the people in order to break their resistance, 
their inspiring resilience has consecrated both land and 
people. 
 
     Where once death squads killed children, now a clown 
entertains them.  Where once a little girl fled into the 
mountains with her family for several years, now that girl 
is the mayor of her municipality, facilitating a new medical 
clinic,  educational programs, and campaigns to  curb 
violence toward women.  Where once a little boy fled alone 

(Continued on page 7)  

In March of this year, during their patron saint festival, the 
hermanamiento committee at San José La Montaña  welcomed their new 
linkage partners  from  Trinity Episcopal, Newtown CT . 
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Sister Parish, Inc. 

How did the idea for Generations in Solidarity come 
about? 
     We feel drawn to Central America—the people and the 
cultures—and to the relationships that formed between 
people across the Americas during the times of civil war in 
the 80s.  Sister Parish is one of many social justice 
organizations that arose at that time to support people 
impacted by the violence. When we heard about a ten-day, 
25th anniversary delegation uniting representatives from El 
Salvador, Guatemala, and the US, we knew we had to go.  
In that short time, we interviewed delegates, experts in 
various fields, and a variety of other social justice 
organizations working on current issues that link Central 
America and the US.  Once we reviewed the footage, we 
clearly saw an important theme—solidarity—coming 
through all the stories we had captured.   
 
What was most difficult about producing Generations in 
Solidarity? 
   The timeline was tight and resources 
were limited.  We wanted to get the main 
title produced for release during Sister 
Parish’s 25th Anniversary and distribute it 
in 2014.  Since we financed it internally, 
that was an aggressive schedule to 
dedicate resources to.   
 
What surprised you during the filming 
and editing process? 
   It’s amazing to think that the majority of 
the footage was shot by one person (Jeff) 
using multiple cameras and field audio 
gear.  Hundreds of hours were spent 
logging and organizing footage before the 
common thread began to appear.  Many 
hours of excellent interviews and 
interesting moments didn’t make the final 
cut, but we included some of those on the 
DVD as bonus scenes. 
 
What have you enjoyed most about 
sharing the documentary with various 
communities? 
     It’s been interesting to see different 
responses to the film.  To some, it’s their 
first time realizing how connected our 
societies, politics, and economy are.  To 
others it reinforces long-held beliefs.  We 
made every effort to produce a film that 
accurately reflects historical and current 
realities. But since we could not include 
every detail, we provided a condensed 

historical overview, and that has led to some good 
feedback and very interesting conversation.  
 
     Generations in Solidarity covers some very difficult 
topics and complicated, multi-generational struggles.  In 
the end, though, we hope viewers leave feeling hopeful and 
inspired by the stories of solidarity.  
 
How can other communities schedule a viewing of 
Generations in Solidarity? 
     We’re open to offering public and private screenings of 
the film anywhere, anytime.  People simply need to contact 
us for a free copy of the DVD or for screening information 
at our website, www.GenerationsInSolidarity.com.  
                   -SP 

 

Film Makers Jeff and Rita Nohner Discuss Making the Newest 

Sister Parish Documentary, Generations in Solidarity. 

The DVD’s cover photo by SP co-founder Vicki Schmidt shows Marleny Henriquez 
(El Salvador Directiva), Carrie Stengel (SP Executive Director), and Eluvia Morales 
(Guatemala Directiva) in a pensive moment during the 25th anniversary 
delegation’s visit to the University of Central America, where the Salvadoran Army 
assassinated six Jesuit priests, their housekeeper, and her daughter in 1989. 
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     In recent visioning conversations, the Southern 
Directiva members have called on Northern churches to 
support their movements for justice in whatever way 
possible and to share stories from parallel movements in 
the US.  We encourage our northern churches to ask their 
linkage partners about particular concerns (some headlines 
follow below), and to share with them related concerns 
from the north.  We look forward to facing our big 
challenges and big dreams together.   
 
Guatemala 
     Guatemala is already preparing for the 2015 election 
cycle.  Brightly painted rocks, poles and fences along 
major highways, in blatant violation of campaign 
regulations, call on the population to support the 
numerous, ever-shifting political parties.  The Lider 
party’s vibrant red bulletin boards shout vague promises 
to provide health, a flat tax, and land to those in need 
(while imposing the death penalty on criminals). President 
Otto Pérez Molina recently sought a 2-year extension of 
his term in order to resolve the security crisis.  Many 
denounced this as an attempt to distract public attention 
and, following severe critiques about the feasibility of this 
option , the President has already withdrawn his intention. 
     The President’s call for term extension came about the 
same time as a high-profile violent eviction at La Puya 
encampment, where residents opposed to a nearby mining 
operation have blocked the mine entrance for two years 
running, calling for guarantees of the population’s rights to 
consultation and environmental regulation.  On the day of 
the eviction, anti-riot police fired tear gas into the crowd of 
peaceful protestors, some of whom were wounded as they 
stood in front praying and holding up their Bibles.   
     According to a recent BBC article, there are 345 active 
mining licenses in Guatemala with 592 more under 
consideration.  In a country the size of Tennessee, where 
more than half of the population ekes out a living as 
subsistence farmers, it is no wonder that the number of 
mining projects moving forward without adequate 
consultation or regulation would cause concern and local 
conflict. 
     With upcoming changes in the courts and a new 
Attorney General, some fear that the justice system could 
be used even more systemically to criminalize social 
movements like the one against mining in Guatemala.   
     The changes in the justice system and a recent 
Congressional resolution denying that genocide took place 
in Guatemala also leave an uncertain future for the 
genocide case and other cases related to crimes committed 
during the war.  One year after the annulment of the 
sentencing of former head of state Efraín Ríos Montt for 
genocide, the case is still held up by appeals and legal 
injunctions.  The legal limbo and delays could last a long 
time.  To date, at least 93 judges have recused themselves 

from the case.  Despite the challenges, groups working for 
social justice in Guatemala continue to fight for positive 
change.  

 
El Salvador 
     On June 1, former school teacher and FMLN leader 
Sánchez Cerén took office as the new President of El 
Salvador.  Expectations are high for the first member of the 
FMLN ranks to serve as President.  Sánchez Cerén does 
not face an easy task, as El Salvador faces serious 
economic and security challenges, not to mention that a 
third of Salvadorans live in the US, and the FMLN has 
powerful foes.  Although Sánchez Cerén has clearly stated 
he will continue to cooperate with the US, he will also 
likely face criticism for his ties to governments like Cuba 
and Venezuela. 
     On Sister Parish delegations in 2013, delegates heard 
many first-hand accounts of the impact of the prior FMLN 
administration’s policies on rural communities, with 
people most often mentioning  programs to help  young 
children get an education.  In addition to guaranteeing that 
these programs will continue, many in Sister Parish 
communities also hope the Sánchez Cerén administration 
will continue to defend their land and communities with 
further legislation on mining. Alluding to this point, 
Sánchez Cerén said in his inauguration speech, “the 
resources of this country are sacred, and will only be used 
to strengthen the development and well-being of this 
country.” “El Salvador is the little one in Central 
America,” he said, “but it is not little in its dreams or in its 
challenges.” -SP 
 

Southern Directivas Call for Solidarity on Shared Challenges  
By Carrie Stengel, Executive Director 

Louise Eidsmoe of St.Joan of Arc Catholic (Minneapolis) joins 
San Marcos Evangelista parish  (Guatemala) to support  La Puya 
encampment against destructive mining practices. 
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Sister Parish, Inc. 

     In October, 2013, five women from UPAVIM 
(Unidas Para Vivir Mejor), a women’s cooperative in 
Guatemala City, visited their sister community at 
First United Methodist Church in Downers Grove, 
Illinois. UPAVIM co-founder Dina Velasquez recalls 
the trip. 
 
What were your most powerful experiences on 
this delegation? 
     I liked going to the women’s shelter the most. 
You can see the women are well-cared for. They are 
at the shelter of their own free will and their children 
can stay with them. The women can also work and 
go to trainings, depending on each woman’s situation 
and history of abuse.  The work this group does is 
really great. 
    
     I also liked spending time with members of the 
church in Downers Grove.  One day they gave us the 
opportunity to talk about UPAVIM  in front of the 
whole church.  You could tell people were interested 
and attentive and they came up and asked us 
questions afterward.    
          
     We participated in so many important activities.  
It was really powerful to go to one place where there are 
community gardens.  They plant food there and then 
people can go buy it.  The people of color in that 
neighborhood are marginalized, there are not many work 
opportunities, and society doesn’t treat them very well.  
They told me the history of this community and it was 
powerful to hear, because it is the same in our country – 
there are places where people marginalize others. 

 
     I also liked participating as a volunteer.  We went to 
pack food at the Northern Illinois Food Bank.  I have 
always had this dream of one day working as a volunteer, 
without asking for anything in return.  The people at the 
food bank do so much.  They collect food donations, look 
for volunteers and go give the food to women, children and 

men living on the streets.  
 
Are South to North delegations important? 
   South to North delegations are important 
because it’s important for us to participate in 
the north.  We could feel the love of our 
brothers and sisters and we could see all of the 
work that they do to support us in Guatemala.  
We can see all of the activities they organize,  
including the craft sales to raise funds so that 
we could have this opportunity to travel to a 
different country and see the how they live.  
They worked so hard and didn’t waste any 
time.  They get up early and go to bed late – 
we don’t always do that.  We can see how they 
live, and then when they come here, they can 
better understand and adapt to the way that we 
live.  It’s incredible to see this.  Their houses 
are so big, but there were just two people and 
their pets living there.  (Continued on page 7) 

          

They Are A Part of God: UPAVIM Delegate Describes Delegation to 1st 

UMC, Downers Grove, IL  

Dina Velasquez of UPAVIM addresses a church school class at First 
United Methodist Church, Downers Grove, IL. 

UPAVIM delegates enjoy volunteering at Northern Illinois Food bank. 
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And their children live so far away! 
       
     The delegations help to strengthen us, to get to know 
each other better, to talk more with God, and to be closer to 
God.  They help us to be strong in our efforts for our 
sistering relationship.  The delegations and the time to be 
together are very important. 
 
What are your hopes for your hermanamiento? 
    I hope we can strengthen our relationship even more.  I 
have been talking with the new president of UPAVIM 
about how I want to strengthen the relationship, so that we 
don’t lose it. There are a lot of new people in UPAVIM 
and they don’t know much about Sister Parish.  We want 
them to learn.  We want to talk to them to explain. 
   
     We also want more communication with our brothers 
and sisters in the north.  We are talking about one idea we 
have to set up a mailing system.  We thought we could put 
a bag near the bulletin board in UPAVIM and people could 
leave letters and messages there.  Once a month someone 
could give the letters to Sister Parish to send to Downers 
Grove. 
 
Any other thoughts you would like to share? 
     All of the activities on the delegation were lovely and 
we enjoyed every one – the zoo, the Japanese garden, 
everything.  I am so grateful for the opportunity that God 
gave me and for the work they did at Downers Grove to 
make it possible.  It was a really beautiful experience. 
 
     The love we have for our brothers and sisters is always 

in our hearts, just like the love we have for God.  God is 

always in our heart and they are a part of God.   -SP 

UPAVIM Visits Downers Grove 
                                                 (cont. from p6) 

 into the mountains, some of his family having been killed, 
now a grown man with a farm and a big family organizes 
local agricultural markets.  Where once illiteracy held 
people down, now functional literacy approaches 90%.  
Where once parents could not afford the uniforms children 
need for school, now children get free uniforms.  And 
local women are paid to make them. 
 
     Where once, as Archbishop Romero said, there was a 
people crucified, now there is a people resurrected. 
Organized. Disciplined. Proud of their accomplishments. 
Realistic about their challenges.  Clear in their faith.  It is a 
privilege to learn from them and a joy to call them friends. 

     Coming home, I wondered how to discuss so much 

complicated history and sensitive politics with my 

congregation.  It seems best to start with personal stories.  

This is what I saw.  This is what they said.  Because that is 

where God appears—and where solidarity begins—in the 

personal connections we make with our neighbors.  -SP 

Reflections on a First Delegation                                           
                                      (cont. from p3) 

A clown entertains children during  the patron saint festival in 
San José La Montaña, Chalatenango, El Salvador. 
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Sister Parish Inc. 

PO Box 100 

Newtown, CT 06470  

     The solidarity walk is one of Sister Parish’s signature annual events, raising awareness in our own 
communities about our mission, raising money to support that mission, and raising the concerns that 
bind us to our linkage partners, who in turn are walking for us.  We usually hold the walk in the fall. 
 
     We gather pledges.  Then we walk and sing, pausing for formal reflections along the route. 
 
     Flyers, pledge forms, and planning guides are being prepared right now.  In the meantime, you can 
contact the office for info at usoffice@sisterparish.org or call David at 612-326-4361  

Break Out your Walking Shoes!  Solidarity Walk 2014 

mailto:usoffice@sisterparish.org

