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San Andrés Itzapa, Chimaltenango, Guatemala &
Christ Episcopal Church, Blacksburg, VA, USA

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler
Last Visit: January 6, 2013
Next Visit: March or April
Status of the Relationship: The San Andres committee submitted a new budget for its
scholarship students and the budget was approved. The committee is now waiting for the funds
to clear in order to distribute the scholarships to program participants. Some committee
members have been dealing with health problems and they ask that the Sister Parish
community keeps them in their prayers. Christ Episcopal is currently trying to garner support for
delegation recruitment. The relationship is continually growing in different areas. Both
communities are working on ways to increase participation and communication.
Budget for Visit: Approximately $13

San Juan Bautista Catholic, Sepalau, Senahú, Alta Verapaz, Guatemala &
Corpus Christi Catholic Church, Baltimore, MD, USA

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler
Last Visit: January 10-11, 2013
Next Visit: April 2013
Status of the Relationship: Sepalau is rebounding from difficulties with their chicken farm
project. The chickens were unfortunately affected by an illness that spread quickly in the
building. The Sepalau committee is now considering buying pigs to breed and sell. Corpus Christi
recently had to cancel a March delegation due to health concerns but hopes to reschedule the
delegation.
Budget for Visit: Approximately $40

Tierra Nueva I, Chinautla, Guatemala &
Faith Lutheran Church, West Fargo, ND, USA

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler
Last Visit: November 25, 2012
Next Visit: April 2013
Status of the Relationship: TN1 and Faith Lutheran continue to share a relationship based on
mutual respect. TN1 actively participates in receiving and sending communications to Faith
Lutheran. TN1 is still in the process of soliciting extra funds for its multi-purpose court project.
The two communities are currently searching for a solution to raise the remaining funds and a
possible 2014 delegation. The relationship continues to be strong, with frequent
communications and prayer requests.
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15



UPAVIM, La Esperanza, Mezquital, Guatemala City, Guatemala &
First United Methodist Church, Downers Grove, IL, USA

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler
Last Visit: March 21, 2013
Next Visit: April 2013
Status of the Relationship: UPAVIM has not yet been able to register its laboratory at the health
clinic, however, they are still able to provide basic services to the larger community. Recently,
UPAVIM was invited to participate in a South to North delegation to First United Methodist in
September or October. The selection process is beginning and is proving to be a major
undertaking due to the size of the UPAVIM organization. The women of UPAVIM continue to be
big supporters of Sister Parish and its activities. The two communities share a monthly Bible
study, which is gaining more and more interest within UPAVIM.
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15

Las Margaritas II, Ixcan, El Quiche, Guatemala &
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Raleigh, NC, USA

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler
Last Visit: November 1-2, 2012
Next Visit: April 2013
Status of the Relationship: Las Margaritas and St. Francis continue to hold a monthly call during
which they share updates and communications. This call allows the communities to grow in
trust and solidarity. Las Margaritas is currently coordinating with Sister Parish staff to determine
the best way to distribute its medical funds. St. Francis is currently discussing a 2013/2014
delegation. The scholarship program continues to draw interest in the community, particularly
among students.
Budget for Visit: Approximately $50

Chontalá, Chichicastenango, Guatemala &
Incarnation Lutheran, Shoreview, MN, USA

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Brian “Alejandro” Tyler
Last Visit: January 4, 2013
Next Visit: April 2013
Status of the Relationship: Chontala recently returned from a South to North delegation
through which delegates were able to expand relationships and create new ones. The
delegation included visiting local schools, volunteer organizations, a broom-ball game, and ice
fishing. The delegates and the Incarnation community very much enjoyed themselves and the
relationship has benefited greatly from the trip. Incarnation is currently looking for ways to
improve recruiting efforts. The two communities are in an advantageous position in terms of



future growth due to this successful delegation.
Budget for Visit: Approximately $25

Chichipate, El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala &
St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Bloomington, IN, USA

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler
Last Visit: March 19-20, 2013
Next Visit: May 2013
Status of the Relationship: Chichipate is currently attempting to boost more interest in the
typing school and better inform the wider community of Sister Parish activities. The
community of Chichipate is working to increase participation from past and current members
and has brainstormed ways to increase communications with St. Thomas. The committee
recently discussed the idea of doing video invitations and greetings. They are currently
awaiting news of a delegation sometime this year or next year.
Budget for the Visit: Approximately $80

Tierra Nueva II, Chinautla, Guatemala &
St. Joan of Arc, Minneapolis, MN, USA

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel
Last Visit: March 3, 2013
Next Visit: May 2013
Status of the Relationship: St. Joan of Arc and Tierra Nueva II are busy planning a South to
North delegation for August of this year.  The delegates are awaiting an appointment at the US
Embassy in order to apply for the visa.  The project that supports the women’s group is in full
swing, as the women meet regularly, hold tai-chi and aerobics classes and over 50 women
from the community participated in the International Women’s Day march on March 8.  The
committee is still selecting the students that will receive the scholarship this year.  St. Joan of
Arc held a retreat in Minneapolis to reflect on the mission and vision for the work, as well as
specific activities that could strengthen the relationship.  One member of Tierra Nueva II had
the chance to speak with the participants at the retreat.
Budget for the Visit: $12

San Antonio, Cunen, El Quiche, Guatemala &
Danville Congregational Church, Danville, CA, USA

Sister Parish Coordinator: Carrie Stengel
Last Visit: March 10-11, 2013
Next Visit: April or May, 2013
Status of the Relationship: San Antonio and Danville Congregational Church continue to
communicate on a regular basis.  Danville has found a new pastor to lead their congregation
and eagerly awaits his arrival in April. The two committees are looking forward to starting to



plan a 2014 South to North delegation (the first for this group!) and two members of the
northern church hope to visit San Antonio while in Guatemala for the Sister Parish 25th

Anniversary Delegation.
Budget for the Visit: $27

CCR and CRIPDES, El Salvador
Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja
Meeting Date: February 9, 2013
Next Meeting Date: April 6, 2013
Meeting Notes: The Association of Communities for the Development of Chalatenango (CCR)
organized the first bimonthly meeting for communities with “sistering” relationships for the
year.  Among other important topics, we discussed how we can collectively join efforts to
improve communication and strengthen “sistering” relationships.  How can we communicate in
new and better ways with the “sistering” communities in the North? Community
representatives at the meeting agreed to be more consistent with writing letters, but also
agreed to try to use other technological resources, such as e-mails, Skype, or even Facebook,
whatever is available in communities or in CCR office. CCR could facilitate the space and
resources if any communities solicit that kind of support. Participants at the meeting also
discussed an analysis of the national reality. There is a lot of work to do in order to continue the
struggles for justice and peace in the country, in particular the defense of human rights and
territory in the face of large-scale development projects (or mega-projects) in El Salvador and
throughout Central America.
Budget for Visit: $12

Guarjila, Chalatenango, El Salvador &
Wallingford United Methodist Church, Seattle Washington

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja
Last Visit: February 25, 2013
Next Visit: April 25, 2013
Status of the Relationship: Guarjila and Wallingford continue having a very strong relationship.
The commitment from both communities is very deep. Both communities have started
orientation sessions and planning meetings for the North to South delegation in July of this year.
Both communities are working on this with a lot of excitement.
Budget for Visit: $10

San Antonio Los Ranchos, Chalatenango, El Salvador &
First Lutheran Church, Duluth, Minnesota

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja
Last Visit: January 6, 2013
Next Visit: March 17, 2013



Status of the Relationship: This is a very outstanding and strong relationship. This year’s North
to South delegation, from January 25th – February 3rd, went really well and both communities
had the opportunity to share their hopes and goals for the future.  The committees hope to
improve their communication and strengthen their commitments to one another.
Budget for Visit: $10

Potrerillos, Nombre de Jesús, Chalatenango, El Salvador &
First United Methodist Church Decorah, Decorah, Iowa

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja
Last Visit: February 26, 2013
Next Visit: April 28, 2013
Status of the Relationship: This is another strong, long-term relationship. Potrerillos and
Decorah are already preparing for the North to South delegation planned for this June 17th-26th.
Delegates in Decorah have already met for their first orientation session and the committee in
Potrerillos has started meetings for planning the agenda. Both of the committees hope to
strengthen their relationship in new ways.
Budget for Visit: $15

San José de La Montaña, Chalatenango, El Salvador &
First Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja
Last Visit: January 22, 2013
Next Visit: TBD
Status of the Relationship: Unfortunately, this relationship is ending. Pittsburgh and San Jose La
Montaña are in transition at the moment and deciding on the best way to close the relationship.
There is definitely a strong desire in both communities to maintain the connection in some
form. Pittsburgh values the time shared and the relationships built but found it very difficult to
maintain the formal linkage at the church for a number of reasons. The San Jose la Montaña
committee hopes to continue communication through letters or e-mails from time to time.
They believe it is very important to hold on to the friendship they have built over the years.
Budget for Visit: $12


