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San Andrés Itzapa, Chimaltenango, Guatemala &  
Christ Episcopal Church, Blacksburg, VA, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler   
Last Visit: May 12, 2013 
Next Visit: July 2013 
Status of the Relationship:  In May, Christ Episcopal donated cameras for the San Andres 
committee. The southern committee has decided to use the cameras to capture moments 
within the community that staff is not able to capture on their community visits. In honor of the 
linkage, San Andres community members sent a table cover for mass celebrations. The 
scholarship students continue to send letters of appreciation regularly and await another north 
to south delegation to share all of the changes in San Andres since Christ Episcopal’s last visit to 
the community. The scholarship program continues to hold monthly life skills workshops with 
the parents and students involved in the program. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $13 
 
 

San Juan Bautista Catholic, Sepalau, Senahú, Alta Verapaz, Guatemala & 
Corpus Christi Catholic Church, Baltimore, MD, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: June 10-11, 2013 
Next Visit: August 2013 
Status of the Relationship: Sepalau recently received a collection of hundreds of printed out 
photos commemorating years of memories. The community especially thanks Sister Patti Ann 
for delivering the photos to Guatemala. The photos have since been distributed throughout the 
community. The roads leading to Sepalau are risky due to the continued rains this season, so 
staff is visiting with the committee members in the municipal town of Senahu. The livestock 
project has been set back by the recent theft of solar panels. The community is still trying to 
find those responsible in order to reinitiate their livestock projects.   
Budget for Visit: Approximately $40 
 
 

Tierra Nueva I, Chinautla, Guatemala & 
Faith Lutheran Church, West Fargo, ND, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: June 9, 2013   
Next Visit: August 2013 
Status of the Relationship: Tierra Nueva I and Faith Lutheran continue to share a relationship of 
solidarity, mutual understanding, and prayer. The two communities have agreed to support a 
vacation Bible school this year and continue to support the multi-court project. The multi-court 
project had been in a state of limbo due to changes in budget estimates and the rainy season. 



The committee, however, is currently planning to begin construction during the fourth quarter 
of this year.  Following a successful Skype session, the two communities plan to continue using 
this form of technology to improve communication.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15 
 
 

UPAVIM, La Esperanza, Mezquital, Guatemala City, Guatemala & 
First United Methodist Church, Downers Grove, IL, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler 
Last Visit: April 18, 2013 
Next Visit: July 2013  
Status of the Relationship:  UPAVIM continues to be a shining light and proof of women’s 
capacity to make change in Guatemala.  In August, five potential UPAVIM delegates will be going 
to the U.S. Embassy for their visa interview. The women are very excited and ask that First 
United Methodist and all those in Sister Parish pray for them. UPAVIM continues to hold their 
monthly Bible study with First United Methodist.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15 
  
 

Las Margaritas II, Ixcan, El Quiche, Guatemala & 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Raleigh, NC, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler   
Last Visit: May 22, 2013  
Next Visit: August 2013 
Status of the Relationship: This month (July) Las Margaritas hosted a north to south delegation 
of four members from St. Francis. The delegation lasted 11 days, five of which were spent in the 
community. Some of the highlights from the delegation were cave tubing, a Mayan ceremony 
during Sunday mass, a women’s tea-time discussion, an exchange of letters, gifts, and quilt 
pieces. The quilt pieces were sent by St. Francis to Guatemala so that Las Margaritas can also 
include their designs and memories. Later, the quilt pieces will be sewn together to make a quilt 
to commemorate the linkage and its participants. The delegates left with a very different 
experience of Guatemala and the community, which they committed to sharing with family and 
friends. Las Margaritas, with the collaboration of St. Francis, is in the process of deciding if they 
are able to continue supporting the computer lab project in the future. The two communities 
continue to hold their monthly phone call every second Tuesday of the month. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $50 

 

 

Chontalá, Chichicastenango, Guatemala & 
Incarnation Lutheran, Shoreview, MN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: June 6, 2013 
Next Visit: August 2013 
Status of the Relationship: Incarnation and Chontala are currently planning a December 2013-



January 2014 north to south delegation after having a February 2013 south to north 
delegation. The two communities share a relationship based on faith and hope for the future. 
One program that facilitates this hope is the scholarship program. This year Incarnation has 
agreed to sponsor middle school students that have previously received scholarships as 
elementary students. The communities have a strong pen pal program facilitating exchanges 
between the scholarship students and god-parents. Through these letters, the communities 
are able to learn more about each other’s daily lives and inspirations.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $25 
 
 

Chichipate, El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala & 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Bloomington, IN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler 
Last Visit: May 15, 2013 
Next Visit:  August 2013 
Status of the Relationship:  Chichipate is a community that continues to deal with the 
economic and ecological effects of mining. This reality has served as a rallying point for these 
two communities to walk in solidarity. The community is still in consultations with the 
municipal government to address some of the ecological problems. The store project in 
Chichipate has recently been able to gain some financial support from the municipal 
government, which has greatly aided the project. The store was also relocated to a building 
neighboring the church, which is a more central location. The typing school is functioning but 
is not drawing as many students as past years. This is due, in part, to curriculum changes 
implemented by the Ministry of Education last year. The new curriculum calls for computer 
literacy instead of just typing skills (the students in Chichipate learn on typewriters). The 
Chichipate committee is now considering other options to support students in meeting the 
new requirement. 
Budget for the Visit: Approximately $80 
 
 

Tierra Nueva II, Chinautla, Guatemala & 
St. Joan of Arc, Minneapolis, MN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel 
Last Visit: May 19, 2013 
Next Visit: July, 2013 
Status of the Relationship:   The two communities are eagerly preparing for a south to north 
delegation in August.  Earlier this year, we all celebrated when all of the delegates received 
visas to travel.  The delegates from TN2 are looking forward to spending time with the 
parishioners at St. Joan of Arc and participating in mass, Bible study, potlucks and cultural 
activities.  They are also excited to learn from and exchange ideas with community 
organizations in the Twin Cities area that work with women and youth on issues like drugs and 
violence, as similar dynamics also affect TN2. 
Budget for the Visit: $12 



 

San Antonio, Cunen, El Quiche, Guatemala & 
Danville Congregational Church, Danville, CA, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel 
Last Visit: June 11-12, 2013 
Next Visit:  August or September 2013 
Status of the Relationship: The two communities will soon begin further preparations for their 
first south to north delegation, hopefully taking place in 2014.  The two committees have 
talked about ideas for dates and potential activities that could deepen the relationship, such as 
visits to local schools and farms.  On June 12, San Antonio celebrated its patron saint day.  The 
church activities included a Mayan ceremony, a live band, radio broadcasting, a special mass, 
the baptism of 15 babies, and a brief phone call with members of the Danville church.  In spite 
of technical challenges during the call, the opportunity to connect with their brothers and 
sisters in the north during the community’s special occasion was very much appreciated.   
Budget for the Visit:  Approximately $27 
 

CCR and CRIPDES, El Salvador 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Meeting Date:  June 15, 2013 
Next Meeting Date: August 10, 2013 
Meeting Notes: CCR celebrates its 25th anniversary this year. The CCR board is preparing for the 
celebration, which will include a community assembly during which the CCR will present the 
achievements of these 25 years of work. The CCR board president also announced that they 
have a new strategic plan focused on strengthening the organizing work in communities.  This 
will include a fair amount of follow-up work and other activities in each of the 113 communities. 
The board hopes that this will also help to strengthen the work, relationships and coordination 
with organizations like Sister Parish Inc., Sister Cities, SHARE, CORDES, PROVIDA, etc. 
Budget for Visit: $15 

 
 

Guarjila, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
Wallingford United Methodist Church, Seattle Washington 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: May 18, 2013  
Next Visit:  August 28, 2013. 
Status of the Relationship: Both Guarjila and Wallingford have been working to prepare this 
year’s north to south delegation (July 2-11). Both communities are very excited about it. Some 
of the hopes shared for this upcoming delegation include strengthening their relationship, 
confirming their commitment to one another, working to improve communication, and building 
solidarity and friendship.    
Budget for Visit: $15.00 
 
 



San Antonio Los Ranchos, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
First Lutheran Church, Duluth, Minnesota 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: May 19, 2013 
Next Visit: August 10, 2013. 
Status of the Relationship:  After the January delegation this year, the scholarship students have 
taken on more responsibilities in the local Sister Parish committee.  In meetings during the 
delegation, representatives of Los Ranchos and Duluth both agreed to work hard to improve 
communication.  Up to now, the new mechanisms for communication seem to be working well 
and agreements are being followed. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 

Potrerillos, Nombre de Jesús, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
First United Methodist Church Decorah, Decorah, Iowa 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: May 19, 2013 
Next Visit:  August 27, 2013. 
Status of the Relationship:  Potrerillos and First Lutheran church of Decorah maintain a very 
strong relationship, despite the fact that their communication hasn’t been very frequent this 
year.  The two communities reiterated their commitment to walk in solidarity together during 
the June north to south delegation.  Eight delegates from Decorah traveled to El Salvador and 
had an extraordinary experience in Potrerillos.  The delegation visit included lots of singing, 
dancing, and the sharing of unique experiences that helped to once again strengthen their 
relationship. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
  


