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Welcome 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
Happy Anniversary! Sister Parish turns 25 this year and we want to celebrate our 

‘birthday’ with you! 

 

In this booklet, you’ll find a step-by-step guide for participating in our 25th Anniversary 

Celebrations, including: 

 How to invite a Sister Parish representative to speak at your church 

 How to hold a Solidarity Walk, anniversary dinner or show the new Sister Parish 

documentary at your church 

 How to participate in our Founder’s Circle Matching Grant, which will enable 

Sister Parish to keep building solidarity for another 25 years and beyond 

 

We hope that this booklet will help you find the best way to celebrate this anniversary 

with your community. Of course, everything offered in this booklet is merely a 

suggestion, and you are encouraged to alter them in whatever way you think would 

work best with your community. If you have any questions about planning a 25th 

Anniversary event, please feel free to call Christine Winnett at (612) 326-4361 or email 

her at usoffice@sisterparish.org. You can also find more information about our 25th 

anniversary events at http://sisterparish.org/25th-anniversary. 

 

However you choose to celebrate, we look forward to joining you in celebrating this 

important milestone for our Sister Parish family. 

 
 
En la Buena Lucha,  
 
 
The Sister Parish Solidarity Walk Committee 

http://sisterparish.org/25th-anniversary


 

 

Ways to Celebrate 
 
Here are a few ways that you can join us in celebrating 25 years of solidarity. You are 
invited to participate in as many or as few of these activities as you want. Our hope is 
that this variety of options will enable each church to participate in a way that is most 
appropriate for their community. 
 

 Host a Sister Parish representative at your church. As part of our 25th 
Anniversary celebrations, Sister Parish is committed to sending a representative 
to each of our US churches to join in your celebrations. Sister Parish 
representatives may be board members, founders or staff. Representatives will 
be contacting each of our US churches by email to facilitate those meetings. If 
you haven’t been contacted by a representative yet, email Christine at 
usoffice@sisterparish.org or call her at 612-326-4361. Here are a few ways that 
your representative is eager to reach out to your community: 

o Share news from Central America. In April, Sister Parish 
representatives traveled to Central America for a historic 25th Anniversary 
Delegation where they met with Sister Parish leaders in Guatemala and El 
Salvador and participated in the Southern Directiva. Your representative 
will be able to report back to you about what they learned from that 
experience. 

o Share the new Sister Parish Documentary. On October 10th, we are 
releasing a new Sister Parish documentary, titled Generations in 
Solidarity. It includes interviews with Sister Parish leaders, as well as 
footage from the 25th Anniversary Delegation. Your representative will be 
able to show this documentary to your community and answer any 
questions that you have about it. Go to 
http://sisterparish.org/activities/25th-anniversary/documentary-
generations-in-solidarity for more information about the documentary. 

o Hear about your dreams and struggles. On the 25th Anniversary 
delegation, representatives met with Southern community members to 
hear about their dreams for Sister Parish, and brainstorm ways to support 
them in making those dreams a reality. Now that they’re home, 
representatives want to hear about your dreams and visions for the next 
25 years of Sister Parish. They also want to hear about the challenges 
that your Sister Parish Committee faces, and discuss ways that Sister 
Parish, Inc. can better support you in your work. 

 

mailto:usoffice@sisterparish.org
http://sisterparish.org/activities/25th-anniversary/documentary-generations-in-solidarity
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 Help build a strong foundation for Sister Parish’s next 25 years through 
participating in our Founders Circle Matching Grant. In honor of our 25th 
Anniversary, Sister Parish founders have come together to raise $25,000 for 
Sister Parish. From now until the end of 2013, founders are offering a dollar for 
dollar matching grant for donations until we reach our $25,000 goal. This money 
will be donated to the Sister Parish general fund, as well as to delegation 
scholarships and projects that further the mission of Sister Parish. 

We are encouraging churches to raise money for the matching grant by 
planning a fundraising event in correlation with your representative’s visit. Here 
are a few potential fundraising events that could be done along with a 
representative’s visit: 

o Host a Solidarity Walk. Many churches hold annual Solidarity Walks as a 
way to fundraise for Sister Parish, Inc. and to help their community feel 
more connected to the larger organization. If you have found that 
Solidarity Walks work well for your community, you are invited to hold one 
again this year. In the back of this booklet, you can find songs, readings 
and prayers that you can incorporate into your Solidarity Walk liturgy. 

o Host a concert, silent auction or dinner in honor of Sister Parish. 
Some Sister Parish communities have held successful rotating dinners, 
auctions and concerts in honor of Sister Parish. Combine these events 
with a brief talk from your representative to make it an educational event, 
as well as a fundraising opportunity. 

o Hold a second collection at your church. Invite your representative to 
speak at your church service, and then hold a second collection for the 
Founder’s Match. You can also use that opportunity to teach members of 
your church more about your sister parish, and encourage them to 
participate in the Sister Parish Committee. 

o Encourage members to give individually. Even if your church can’t 
fundraise for the Founders Match as a community, individuals can still 
contribute by sending in a donation and writing “Founders Match” in the 
memo line. 

o Do what seems best for your community. Each of our sister parishes 
have different capabilities, economic means and interests. As you plan 
your 25th Anniversary event, we hope that you’ll take into account your 
community’s needs and abilities. If a Solidarity Walk seems like it won’t be 
possible for you, consider ‘passing the hat’ after your representative’s 
presentation instead. If your Sister Parish Committee is struggling for 
funds, consider splitting whatever money you raise in your fundraising 
campaign with the Founders Match. If you can’t hold a fundraising event at 
all, our representative still looks forward to visiting with you and discussing 
your hopes and dreams for Sister Parish. 

 
On the following page, you can find more information about how to plan a 25th 
Anniversary event. Whatever you choose to do for the 25th Anniversary, we look forward 
to joining you in celebrating 25 years of solidarity!



 

 

Timeline 

This is a checklist to help you keep track of what needs to be done in preparation for 
your event. If you have any questions, contact usoffice@sisterparish.org. 
 

As soon as possible 
 Find out who your Sister Parish representative is. Your representative should 

have already introduced themselves by email, but if you don’t know who they are, 
contact Christine at usoffice@sisterparish.org or call her at 612-326-4361. 

 Set a date for your representative to visit your community. Representatives 
will begin visiting churches this summer, and will continue their visits into 2014. 
Work with your representative, your Sister Parish Committee and your church’s 
administrative staff to find a weekend when the church would be able to host 
your representative. It is best to make the date at least 2 months in advance to 
give your representative time to figure out travel logistics, and allow you to plan 
an event. Also, please note that the documentary Generations in Solidarity will 
only be available to be viewed after October 10, 2013. 

Two months before the event 

 Decide what you want to do. It is recommended that each Sister Parish host an 
all church event one evening to allow members of your church to meet your 
representative. Decide if you want to incorporate fundraising into that event, or if 
you want to hold a second fundraising event on another day. You might also 
want to invite your representative to participate in a second discussion with just 
the Sister Parish committee, or invite your representative to participate in Sunday 
worship. Discuss all of these ideas with your committee, and figure out what 
events you would like to plan around your representative’s visit. 

 Set a goal with your Sister Parish Committee. If your church is participating in 
fundraising for the Founders Match, discuss what fundraising goal would be 
appropriate for your community. Set a goal that challenges your community, but 
that also seems realistic. In order to reach our $25,000 goal, Sister Parish 
churches and community members will have to raise $12,500. How much of that 
will your community be able to contribute? 

 Meet with your church staff (social justice minister, administrative assistant, 
etc.) to let them know about the representative’s visit and what sort of event(s) 
you want to hold. Don’t forget to ask for whatever you plan to need for the events 
(a room reserved, tables, IT assistance, etc). 

Four weeks before the event 
 Start to publicize your event. Put flyers up around your church. You can either 

create your own flyer, or use the sample one attached to this toolkit. You can 
also talk about your event during announcements at church. 

 If you’re hosting a Solidarity Walk, decide who will be in charge of collecting 
money for the Solidarity Walk, and make sure that all walkers know to give the 
money they raise to that person. 

 Pick a Solidarity Walk route (if applicable). Walk routes usually include three 
planned stopping points for reflections, should be no more than 2 miles total and 
should be easy to walk. 

mailto:usoffice@sisterparish.org
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 If you’re planning an auction, start to find auction items. Some ideas for 
inexpensive auction items include: batches of cookies, a homecooked meal, help 
with yard work, etc. 

 Invite nearby churches to participate in your event. Do you know people at 
other churches that might be interested in learning more about Sister Parish? 
Invite them to your event, and encourage them to meet with the Sister Parish 
representative. 

 

1-2 weeks in advance 
  If your representative is staying overnight, figure out who is providing 

homestay for them. If they are flying in, you should also figure out who is picking 
them up and dropping them off at the airport. 

 

 Assign roles for the event. Figure out who will introduce the representative at 
your event, and if someone in your committee will give a short presentation on 
what Sister Parish means to your church. If you’re planning a Solidarity Walk, 
you will probably need: 1 or 2 hosts, a few readers, a musician, and a 
photographer. You will also need the person in charge of collecting money to be 
there, taking donations. 

After the event: 
 Assign a person in the Sister Parish Committee to write an article your 25th 

Anniversary Event. The article can be anywhere from 250-700 words and 
include information about how the event went, and what you think your 
community learned from participating in the event. Email the reflection and any 
pictures from the event to usoffice@sisterparish.org and we will post it on the 
blog, so that other Sister Parish members can learn about your celebration. 

 If you held a fundraising event, mail all checks to: 
Sister Parish Financial Office 

PO Box 5202 
 Fargo, ND 58105 

 If you held a Solidarity Walk, mail all pledge sheets to: 
Sister Parish US 
PO Box 10212 

Berkeley, CA 94709 
Or email the information on the pledge sheets to Christine at usoffice@sisterparish.org. 

mailto:usoffice@sisterparish.org
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Event Resources 
Below are some prayers, songs and readings that you are invited to use for your 25th 
Anniversary event. If you are participating in a Solidarity Walk, feel free to use these resources 
to create your prayer stations. If you are not participating in a Solidarity Walk, these resources 
can still be used to create a prayerful beginning or conclusion to your event. 
 
Sister Parish Quotes 

“Through the years we shared our joys and 
pains together. On the first delegation they 
came with a priest and many years have 
passed since that first delegation. We are 
simple people, but they still wanted to come 
and share with our church and families. 
That means more to this community than I 
think they know. That is why we have 
worked together as a church and 
community to always receive them. They 
have also done the same for us. We have a 
friendship of equality where there is no 
difference in color, economic status or faith.” 

–Jose Choc 
Las Margaritas II, Guatemala 

 
“I have to tell my grandchildren what I have 
seen and heard and felt as I lived and 
traveled among people whose lives of 
suffering have called forth a depth of 
courage and faith I have never personally 
experienced.   I have to explain to my 
grandchildren the not-so-pleasant reality 
that my country – their country – has been 
partly responsible for some of the deeply 
rooted  problems  in these countries.  I have 
to share with my grandchildren what it 
means to stand up for something they 
believe in, that which is right, and tell them 
the stories of the martyrs.  I must model 
kindness, respect, and treat my fellow 
human beings as children of God.  I must 
help my grandchildren understand that the 
world can be changed one person at a time, 
and each of us needs to do our part.  I must 
place in their hands the scripture, and live 
with them the meaning of Micah 6:8:  ‘What 
does the Lord require of you, but to do 
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 
your God.’” 

–Vicki Schimidt (SP Co-Founder), 
Faith Lutheran Church 
West Fargo, ND 

 

“The people who make up the Sister Parish 
family are loving, hopeful, strong and 
committed.  Together we are building global 
relationships of solidarity and friendship — 
person by person, story by story, seed by 
seed – with the promise of making the world 
a more interconnected and peaceful place.” 

–Nancy Weins (Board Member) 
St. Joan of Arc Catholic Community, 
Minneapolis, MN 

 
“We realize that being in Sister Parish has 
changed us in many ways. The ability to 
share your life stories, the sad and the 
happy parts with someone is transforming.  
All the friendships that I have gained are 
built in the sharing of faith and sometimes 
have served as an escape from some of the 
problems I was experiencing in different 
periods of my life. I love sharing with other 
communities in faith and walking in 
solidarity.” 

 –Aldina 
UPAVIM, Guatemala 

 
Thanks to Sister Parish, I have learned what 
solidarity really is- sharing my pains, my 
needs, my joys, everything that is part of a 
beautiful friendship. We care about each 
other, we pray for each other. We are so 
happy when we have visits with our brothers 
and sisters, which bring us together even 
more. It also calls us to a social awareness 
within Guatemala- getting to know people 
from the other hermanamientos. We make 
great efforts to be able to get together twice 
a year, and this bonds us even more. We 
are able to put ourselves in another’s shoes, 
feeling with others.  

--Eluvia 
Tierra Nueva II, Guatemala 

 



 

 

It’s beautiful to have a relationship with 
different people. My kids always ask how 
our brothers and sisters in Danville are 
doing. It’s also nice to travel to Guatemala 
City to be with people from the other 
hermanamientos… God tells us to love 
each other- so this is how God wants it.  

--Juan 
San Antonio Cunén, Guatemala 

“We know that we are all brothers and 
sisters, united with the same God, together 
in the same faith. It doesn’t matter if we’re 
from different countries, is we’re rich or 
poor, if we’re indigenous or not, we are all 
children of God- and Sister Parish helps us 
to know that.” 

--Emilio 
Chichipate, Guatemala 

 
You can find more Sister Parish quotes by reading blog posts from our members at 
www.sisterparish.org/blog. 
 
Inspirational Quotes and Prayers (Not from Sister Parish) 
Lord, open our eyes, 
That we may see you in our brothers and 
sisters. 
Lord, open our ears, 
That we may hear the cries of the hungry, 
the cold, the frightened, the oppressed. 
Lord, open our hearts, 
That we may love each other as you love 
us. 
Renew in us your spirit 
Lord, free us and make us one. 

–Mother Teresa 
 
I have not lost faith. I'm not in despair, 
because I know that there is a moral order. I 
haven't lost faith, because the arc of the 
moral universe is long, but it bends toward 
justice. ...With this faith we will be able to 
hew out of the mountain of despair a stone 
of hope. With this faith we will be able to 
transform the jangling discords of our world 
into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. 
With this faith we will be able to speed up 
the day when justice will roll down like 
waters, and righteousness like a mighty 
stream. “ 

--Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
If you have come to help me you are 
wasting your time. 
But if you have come because your 
liberation is bound up with mine 
Then let us work together. 

–Aboriginal activists group, 
Queensland, Austrailia 
 

This is the commitment of the Christian: to 
follow Christ in his incarnation. If Christ, who 
was the God of majesty, became a humble 
person, lived with the poor, and finally gave 
his life as a slave on the cross, we should 
do the same, through our Christian faith. A 
Christian who does not wish to live this 
commitment of solidarity with the poor is not 
worthy of the name Christian. 

–Archbishop Oscar Romero 
 
People say, what is the sense of our small 
effort. They cannot see that we must lay 
one brick at a time, take one step at a time. 
A pebble cast into a pond causes ripples 
that can spread in all directions. Each one 
of our thoughts, words and deeds is like 
that. No one has a right to sit down and feel 
hopeless. There is too much work to do. 

–Dorothy Day 
 
One of the sayings in our country is Ubuntu 
– the essence of being human. Ubuntu 
speaks particularly about the fact that you 
can't exist as a human being in isolation. It 
speaks about our interconnectedness. You 
can't be human all by yourself, and when 
you have this quality – Ubuntu – you are 
known for your generosity. We think of 
ourselves far too frequently as just 
individuals, separated from one another, 
whereas you are connected and what you 
do affects the whole World. When you do 
well, it spreads out; it is for the whole of 
humanity. 

--Desmond Tutu 
 

http://www.sisterparish.org/blog


 

 

Oh God, 
To those who have hunger give bread; 
And to those who have bread give the 
hunger for justice. 

–Anonymous 
(Latin American Prayer) 

 
We should not go to the people and say, 
"Here we are. We come 
to give you the charity of our presence, to 
teach you our science,  
to show you your errors, your lack of 
culture, your ignorance of  
elementary things."  
We should go instead with an inquiring mind 
and a humble spirit to learn at that great 
source of wisdom that is the people. 

--Che Guevara 
 

Peace is not the product of terror or fear. 
Peace is not the silence of cemeteries. 
Peace is not the silent result of violent 
repression. 
Peace is the generous, 
tranquil contribution of all 
to the good of all. 
Peace is dynamism. 
Peace is generosity. 
It is right and it is duty, 
in which every ones feels in their place in 
this beautiful family. 
 --Archbishop Oscar Romero 

 
 
 

 
 

 
These organizations also have prayer resources available on their website: 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service: http://lirs.org/worship-tools/ 
Christians for Comprehensive Immigration Reform: 
http://faithandimmigration.org/category/resource-type/faith-resources/prayers-and-worship-
resources 
Justice for Immigrants: http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/documents/liturgy-prayer-
suggestions.pdf 
United Church of Christ: http://www.ucc.org/justice/immigration/worship/ 
 
 
For information on songs that can be used during the Solidarity Walk, check out our 

collection of music from last year’s walk at http://faesol.wikispaces.com/Sister+Songs. 

http://lirs.org/worship-tools/
http://faithandimmigration.org/category/resource-type/faith-resources/prayers-and-worship-resources
http://faithandimmigration.org/category/resource-type/faith-resources/prayers-and-worship-resources
http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/documents/liturgy-prayer-suggestions.pdf
http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/documents/liturgy-prayer-suggestions.pdf
http://www.ucc.org/justice/immigration/worship/
http://faesol.wikispaces.com/Sister+Songs


 

 

 
 

 Join us as we host a Sister Parish 
representative and celebrate Sister 
Parish’s 25th Anniversary 
Share your favorite memories from the past, 
and help plan the next 25 years of solidarity 
across borders. 

CCCeeellleeebbbrrraaatttiiinnnggg………   

Date: 
 
Time: 
 
Location: 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
 

 
…or visit www.sisterparish.org/25th-anniversary 

 



 

 

Sister Parish, Inc. 
Solidarity Walk 2013: 
25 Years of Solidarity 
Pledge Form 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Name Address Phone Email Amount 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     
 

Solidarity Walker:_____________________________________ 
 
Church Affiliation:_____________________________________ 
 
Phone number:_______________________________________ 
 
Email:______________________________________________ 
 


