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Our Vision 

Consciousness- 

Raising 

Solidarity 

Reconciliation 

Ecumenism 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

Sister Parish exists to foster mutual understanding and commitment 

to peace and justice among people in the United States and Central 

America. This objective is pursued through intentional linking be-

tween churches and Christian communities in the United States and 

in Central America. Delegation travel to the North and South with 

home stays is an essential aspect in enhancing awareness and under-

standing, and in nurturing closer relationships.  



 

Since starting with Sister Parish, I have experienced moments that will stay with me for a long 

time.  I will remember praying with many voices at a memorial site, being received as family, and 

communing with others over coffee, lasagna or tortillas from Indiana to Minneapolis, from 

Quiche to Guatemala City.  I will remember reflecting on how many of  our communities, North 

and South, have lost children to violence, including political violence, structural injustice, and the 

gun violence of  today.  I am constantly awed by the incredible resilience and strength of  humans 

guided by faith and love. 

 

For the organization, 2012 brought more changes and growth as Sister Parish bade farewell to 

our dear staff  Nicole Hertel Meirose and Emily Nelson, and welcomed Brian Tyler and I to the 

organization.  The first El Salvador Directiva was also formed to serve, along with the Guatemala 

Directiva, as an advisory board to the US Board of  Directors.  I am grateful to staff  members Juli-

eta Borja and Christine Haider-Winnett, the Board of  Directors and our dedicated communities 

for guiding the organization through transition.   

 

Throughout the year, Sister Parish staff  carried out over 60 community visits and meetings with 

southern representatives, facilitating communication with northern churches, sharing letters and 

photos, translating Skype calls, and guiding 15 community projects, including scholarships for 120 

students.  We were also blessed with the opportunity to lead six delegations, five from the US to 

Guatemala and one from Guarjila, El Salvador to Seattle, touching the lives of  over 35 delegates.   

 

It has been a pleasure to accompany delegates and members as we create community in seeming-

ly unlikely places.  To give just one example, after a Skype call with a northern church, one mem-

ber of  the Guatemalan community said, “It felt nice, like we have family in the US…I felt like 

God was with us.”  

cultivate  

 

 

Letter from Executive Director 

Carrie Stengel 

When we feel overwhelmed by a 

world full of  violence and injustice, 

our sistering communities cultivate 

understanding and mutual support.  

The relationships may bring chal-

lenges and joys in equal measure, 

but together, we look for, and of-

ten find, the grace of  God. 

 

“It felt nice, like we have family in 

the US…I felt like God was with us.” 



 

Sister Parish 

Board of  

Directors 

 

 Greg Huang-Dale 

 President 

 

 Jeff Nohner 

 Vice President 

 

 Mary Molzahn 

 Treasurer 

 

 Ginnie Berge 

 Secretary 

 

 Douglas Fogg 

 

 Alejandra Oliva 

 

 Sarah Dodge 

 

 Louise Eidsmoe 

 

This year has been a painful one for me as president of  the Sister Parish 
board.  The pain began in April last year when the board met at our sister 
community Christ Episcopal in Blacksburg.  Amidst the beautiful backdrop 
of  rural western Virginia, we attended a memorial concert for the victims of  
the Virginia Tech’s campus shooting in 2007.  The performance was Mozart’s 
Requiem sung by a mass choir and orchestra of  community and college musi-
cians.  As I listened I recalled the events in my classroom surrounding that 
awful day.  I remembered my feeble attempts to explain gun ownership laws 
in the USA to my students and our media’s obsession with the Korean identi-
ty of  the shooter to a class that included Koreans.  And then, softly, my heart 
let go of  the past and my mind came back to the present. I began to hear the 
spiritual power of  the music and I remembered the healing work that Sister 
Parish does to overcome the violence that enters our communities, north and 
south.  I thought about all the music sung and played through the past 25 
years of  Sister Parish delegations.  And I felt grateful to God for the spirit of  
song. 

 

“Why is the world such a mess, each time we turn on the news?  
I know we could find happiness, if  we could just walk a mile in 
each other’s shoes.”  - Jan Nigro 

 

In November St. Thomas Lutheran in Bloomington, Indiana hosted our an-

nual meeting and Solidarity Walk.  Two new members joined the board and 

we discussed several exciting ways to celebrate Sister Parish’s 25th Anniversary 

in 2013.  We also excitedly welcomed the prospect of  a new sister ... 

Letter from Board President 

Greg Huang-Dale 

This is the day of  new begin-
nings, time to remember and 
move on, 

 

Time to believe what Love is 
bringing, laying to rest the 
pain that’s gone.”         

- Brian Wren 



 

church.  Only a month before the meeting, I’d taken the train from Maine to visit Newtown, Con-
necticut, where a local church community was exploring the idea of  a Sister Parish partnership.  
Sue, Rick, Rich, David and others told me how they’d heard about Sister Parish over a year ago 
and how they’d searched for other similar sistering organizations ever since.  Yet, in all their re-
search, nothing quite matched the model of  Sister Parish. Our mission of  solidarity and long-term 
two-way relationships was the most hopeful and inspiring one they’d found.  I left Newtown and 
the Trinity Episcopal Church group feeling the spirit moving toward a new beginning. 

 

Then the violence I thought I’d left behind, came rushing back.  On Dec. 14th, the news of  the 
shooting at Sandy Hook sank me back into pain and immobility.  Could music possibly soothe and 
comfort our new friends in Newtown?  This Argentine song, introduced to me this summer by 
our staff, arose in my mind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Sister Parish communities have spent 25 years together, walking, praying, crying and singing.  
It is not enough, but our journey of  love is a movement that cannot be stopped - not by violence 
or by economic recession, not by cultural differences or by political intimidation.  Our Sister Par-
ish light shines in a dark world and cannot be put out; our community stands together in plain 
view and does not hide from fear. The relationships we’ve built with each other and our God are 
never-ending, even in the ebb and flow of  changing times.  Each moment of  remembering brings 
renewal, each time we gather together is a chance to see and believe in the Love that guides us.  
Our God is making all things new.  We hope you will celebrate with us looking back on 25 years of  
solidarity and looking forward to the kingdom of  heaven on Earth. 

 

 

Letter from Board President continued 

Greg Huang-Dale 

 

Solo le pido a Dios, 

que el dolor no me sea indiferente, 

que la reseca muerte no me encuentre, 

vacíoy solo sin haber hecho lo  

suficiente”   - Leon Gierco 

All I ask of  God  

is that I not be indifferent to suffering, 

that parched death does not find me 

empty and alone without having done 

enough.”  - Leon Gierco  



Financial Report  

2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Income                                                

Donations                 $18,322 

Delegations               $35,571 

Solidarity Walk          $ 7,000 

Linkage Fee               $ 7,000 

Grants                       $ 6,892 

Center                       $ 6,920 

Miscellaneous            $   164 

Total                         $81,870 

 

 

Pass-through 

Projects                    $42,081 

 

“I believe the delegation  

changed me in a way/manner  

I will never be the same again..” 

 

Expense                                          

Delegations             $17,504  

Operations              $  7,022 

Assemblies              $    726 

Personnel                $49,550 

Facilities                  $11,519 

Administrative         $  1,635 

Fundraising              $ 1,692 

Other                       $   740 

Total                        $90,388 

 

Pass-through 

Projects                   $42,081 

Note: This report 

does not reflect the 

generous in-kind 

donations from our 

all-volunteer board 

and other individu-

als, or Sister Parish 

assets and liabili-

ties.  Individual do-

nors are not listed 

in this report, due 

to donors’ requests 

to remain anony-

mous.   We thank  

all of  our support-

ers for their gener-

ous, unique gifts to 

Sister Parish Inc. 



 

A heartfelt thank you to all of our supporters and  

member communities.  You are creating  

positive change in this world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christ Episcopal Church  /  San Andres Itzapa Episcopal Community 

Corpus Christi Catholic Church / San Juan Bautista Sepalau Catholic Church 

Danville Congregational Church  /  San Antonio Catholic Church 

Faith Lutheran Church  /  San Marcos Evangelista, Tierra Nueva I 

First Lutheran Church of Duluth  /  San Antonio Los Ranchos 

First Lutheran Church of Pittsburgh  /  San Jose de la Montaña 

First United Methodist Church of Decorah  /  Potrerillos 

First United Methodist Church of Downer's Grove  /  UPAVIM 

Incarnation Lutheran Church  /  Chontala 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church  /  Las Margaritas II 

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Community  /  Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Tierra Nueva II 

St. Thomas Lutheran Church  /  Santo Domingo de Guzman, Chichipate 

Wallingford United Methodist Church  /  Guarjila 
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