
Sister Parish Guatemala Solidarity Walk and Representatives Meeting 
September 21-22, 2013 

 

On September 21
st,

 participants from all nine 

Guatemalan communities gathered to celebrate 

Sister Parish's 25 years of operation in the U.S. and 

Latin America.  The 25
th

 Anniversary Solidarity 

Walk was blessed with cool breezes and smiles from 

all walks of life. The Bi- Annual Representatives 

Meeting commenced after the walk and 

representatives received a very informative 

workshop on the trafficking of minors. The 

workshop challenged and added to our existing 

knowledge on the topic and corresponding 

legislation. Participants were given materials that 

highlighted relatively new laws that can be used as 

tools for pursuing justice for the most vulnerable 

members of society. Throughout the representatives 

meeting laughter, stories of triumph and struggles, 

and memories of 25 years sounded throughout the Sister Parish Center. Sunday, was a day of rest and worship. 

The communities reflected on circumstances in the world and how they, as Christians, are obligated to 

respond. 
 

Guatemalan Directiva Members 2013-2014 
President   Otto (San Andrés Itzapa)  

Vice President   Dina (UPAVIM) 

Secretary   Eluvia (Tierra Nueva II) 

Treasurer   Esmirna (UPAVIM) 

Member at Large 1  Ricardo (Las Margaritas II) 

Member at Large 2  Tomas (Chontalá) 

 

***Due to health issues that inhibit the committee president to fulfill his duties, the committee statutes call for 

the Vice President to assume the role of committee president and Member at Large 1 assume the position of 

Vice President. *** 
 

Attendance 

 

Sepalau:   Daniel and Eduardo 
Las Margaritas II:  Ricardo and Rodrigo 

Tierra Nueva II:  Eluvia and Clementina 

Tierra Nueva I:  Cynthia, Rhina, and Gary 

Chichipate:   Pedro and Enrique 
Chontalá:   Tomas, Encarnacion, and Tomasa 

UPAVIM:   Dina and Esmirna 

San Andrés Itzapa:  Otto and Basilia 

San Antonio Cunén: Gabriel and Pedro 

Sister Parish Staff: Carrie (Executive Director) 

Brian (Guatemala Regional Coordinator) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

“We are looking for direct communication with God. Each one of us has 

feelings and the desire to express ourselves.  The Walk makes us feel 

free.  We all live with different problems but we ask God to guide us, to 

walk with us.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Solidarity Walk 

 The walk was initiated at the Sister Parish Center, continued along to St. Sebastian Park, Morazan 

Park, and finished in front of the office.  This year, participants were very fortunate and the walk was 

accompanied by music and more people from nearby communities. Scholarship students, some of this year’s 

South-to-North delegates, and women’s group members came into the city to join the walk.  Composed of 

four stations, the walk included a reading and a song at each stop.  Participants during each station were given 

an opportunity to reflect on their linkage community and/or the evidence of God in their lives. Below is a 

revealing reflection of an early memory of how delegations 

traveled to and from Las Margaritas: 

 
 
“At that time there were no roads. You had to cross the river in a 

boat. That is something that [the St Francis of Assisi delegates] 

can attest to. Every time they visited us they had to cross the river. 

Sometimes there are strong currents but thank God nothing ever 

happened to our brothers and sisters when crossing.  We haven’t 

had many opportunities to receive a lot of foreigners but thank God 

we have had the opportunity to receive our brothers and sisters 

[from Raleigh]. To date, we continue our relationship with them.” 

 

 

The beauty of the relationships established through Sister Parish is demonstrated in their shared experiences, 

such as the above mentioned.  The annual Solidarity Walk serves to physically demonstrate the importance of 

these experiences to members, but also to spread a message of peace and justice in the wider community.  As 

expressed by participants: 
“San Andres Itzapa has had a sistering relationship for 18 years.  I 

haven’t participated in a sister parish walk until today.  I am very happy 

and satisfied.  To the youth here, I want to say that this is a great 

experience you can take with you.  We all have rights - the right to 

demand what is ours.  This is not a new struggle – from the 1980s up to 

today we have struggled. I am glad that we are sharing this – that this 

struggle will continue and we will not falter.  One day it will dawn, we 

don’t know when, but we know our God sets things right.” 

 

“This is my first Walk. It was really nice to share this with you…We want 

peace and we have to send that message to our children so that they grow 

up seeing how to live, that we can’t live with violence….Through songs 

and prayer we express ourselves and we thank God.” 



 

Educational Topic: Child Trafficking 

Presented by Women Transforming the World 

 Attendees were asked about their knowledge concerning the definition of trafficking and existing laws. 

Some were more informed about laws and definitions but everyone was aware that this occurs in Guatemala 

and affects some of their communities directly. After presenting the established laws, the speaker gave a 

chronology of when each law was passed. People were surprised to hear that the first law that directly 

addressed trafficking of minors was passed in 2009.  After processing the information, community members 

shared stories of neighbors and friends who have been victims of child trafficking and the reactions by public 

officials who were less then proactive. Representatives used this 

informational session as a call to action. One representative stood up 

and commented: 

 
 

 

“With this information that we have received we are now responsible 

for guiding other people to this information. To help people know what 

their rights are and avenues to search for help.” 
 

 

 

If you would like to show your solidarity with organizations that are fighting to address this international 

humanitarian issue, please visit Women Transforming the World using the following link:  

http://www.mujerestransformandoelmundo.org/     

 

Guatemala Directiva Meeting 

 

 During the meeting, the Guatemala Directiva: 
 Reviewed project write-ups; 

 Discussed up-keep of Sister Parish facilities; 

 Reviewed committee statutes; 

 Discussed making 25
th

 Anniversary apparel in Guatemala. 
 

 

Notes for Upcoming Events 

 

 The next representatives meeting will take place February 22-23, 2014.  
 Communities will bring Q30 to support expenditures and the annual Q100 membership fee. 
 Cooks for next meeting: UPAVIM 
 Educational topic: Pending 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mujerestransformandoelmundo.org/

