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The Multi-Sector Committee is an inter-institutional network serving the community of 

Tierra Nueva in the promotion of and respect for human rights.  With the collective effort 

of member organizations, the Committee promotes and strengthens human development 

processes to benefit the most vulnerable sectors of the population, especially children, 

youth and women. 

 

We seek and promote an integrated community, based on certain values and principles, 

with a high sense of respect for human dignity.  On International Women's Day, we share 

the following: 

 

(Historical background on March 8) 

 

Since 1857 women workers have been organizing to defend their labor rights, such as 10-

hour workdays and salary increases given the unequal conditions between men and 

women. 

 

Years later, the women’s movement also included suffrage and the right to organize 

unions.  That is to say, women sought equal rights and equal living conditions. 

 

Today, 157 years later, this struggle continues.  Women are better organized, but also 

have more complex familial, social and political contexts. National and international 

policies and laws in favor of women have been defined, but the judicial system and 

governments do not meet their obligations. 

 

The violation of human rights is reflected in the following: 

 

In 2013 , 759 women were killed in acts of violence. Of these, 522 were killed with guns.  

Of the women who were raped, more are 16-30 years old (reproductive and productive 

years).  In January 2014, 61 women were killed, an increase of 41 % compared to 

December 2013.  According to the investigations, these deaths are linked to domestic 

violence, organized crime, contract killings, and extortions.  Guatemala, where our 

communities are located, is the department [or state] with a higher instance of these 

types of cases.   

 

The violent killings of women also reflect the high levels of violence in the country. 

 

In our community, we have seen cases of sexual abuse and rape against young girls, 

adolescents and women, both within their own home and in the community in general. 



 

The high instance of teenage pregnancy is concerning, but with the new legal requirement 

that all health centers must report all pregnancies of minors under 14 years old to the 

Attorney General’s Office and the SVET, many adolescents will no longer receive prenatal 

care.  This will affect the physical and emotional development of the young girls and their 

babies. 

 

As the Multi-Sector Committee, we invite the pregnant teenagers to approach the health 

center and seek out the necessary health care.  If the pregnant teenager is under 14, she 

would also be eligible for an education stipend and a bag of food from the Ministry of 

Development. 

 

Another major concern in the community is the high level of child abuse in the home, 

which comes from wrongful, violent patterns of child-rearing.  It is essential to work on 

this with mothers and fathers, providing new, caring parenting tools. 

 

We also see cases of sexual exploitation of girls, adolescents and women carried out by 

adults in human trafficking networks and close relatives. 

 

Today, March 8, International Women's Day 

We invite women to: 

- Participate and fight for your rights.  Approach the organizations in Tierra Nueva that 

can give you more information and support.  This will also strengthen community 

organization. 

- Take advantage of the opportunities to grow spiritually and professionally and to 

contribute to your families and society. 

We invite men to: 

- Reflect and, together, we can build ways of relating together with equality and equity, 

also reflected in a peaceful and just social environment. 

- Recognize that it is essential to assume full economic responsibility and fatherhood in 

your child’s life in order for them to live in a society with peace and development. 

 

We build peace together. Human rights violations against women also affect men, their 

children, their family, and their society. Let’s fight the ignorance and dehumanization that 

leads us to act violently even in the smallest acts or the slightest gestures of our everyday 

life. 

 

FOR A CULTURE OF PEACE AND RESPONSIBLE MOTHERHOOD AND FATHERHOOD 

 

MULTI-SECTOR COMMITTEE TIERRA NUEVA 

 


