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San Andrés Itzapa, Chimaltenango, Guatemala &  
Christ Episcopal Church, Blacksburg, VA, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler   
Last Visit: June 1, 2014  
Next Visit: September 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  The linkage relationship continues to face some challenges. They 
are currently planning a 2015 north to south delegation. We ask that you keep them in your 
prayers and we also welcome any help from other Sister Parish linkages, especially in terms of 
fundraising and recruiting ideas. The two communities are exploring the idea of setting up a 
Skype conversation to talk about linkage communication and other details in preparation for the 
2015 delegation. The scholarship program with Chay Balam continues to develop new 
techniques to make the program more sustainable. They now offer tutoring services focused on 
mathematics and science.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $13 
 
 

San Juan Bautista Catholic, Sepalau, Senahú, Alta Verapaz, Guatemala & 
Corpus Christi Catholic Church, Baltimore, MD, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: February 17-18, 2014 
Next Visit: August 2014 
Status of the Relationship: The two communities are in the process of closing their formal 
linkage through Sister Parish.   
Budget for Visit: Approximately $40 
 
 

Tierra Nueva I, Chinautla, Guatemala & 
Faith Lutheran Church, West Fargo, ND, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: June 13-23, 2014   
Next Visit:  July 2014 
Status of the Relationship: June 13-23 were marked by special events that 8 delegates from 
Faith Lutheran and the community of Tierra Nueva 1 will forever remember. The 10-day 
delegation was an opportunity for both communities to connect and determine details for their 
canceled multi-sports court project. The two communities have been able to renew friendships 
that span years and begin connections with new people. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15 
 
 
 



 

UPAVIM, La Esperanza, Mezquital, Guatemala City, Guatemala & 
First United Methodist Church, Downers Grove, IL, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler 
Last Visit: March 25, 2014 
Next Visit: July 2014  
Status of the Relationship: Downers Grove recently sent video greetings to UPAVIM for the last 
community visit report. The UPAVIM ladies and community are grateful for the time dedicated 
to making the video and hope that the video exchanges will continue. UPAVIM as an 
organization has been struggling with the effects of the slow global economic recovery, but have 
been able to maintain the basic functioning of the cooperative and ask for your continued 
support to continue its work. Downers Grove is in the process of planning next steps in the 
linkage after their south to north delegation last year.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15 
  
 

Las Margaritas II, Ixcan, El Quiche, Guatemala & 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Raleigh, NC, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler   
Last Visit: February 6, 2014  
Next Visit: July 2014 
Status of the Relationship: Las Margaritas is in the process of applying for their visas for a 
September 29- October 7, 2014 south to north delegation. The delegates were originally denied 
visas for a June 2014 delegation and Sister Parish expressed some concerns to the U.S Embassy 
in Guatemala about certain incidents the day of the visa application interview. Sister Parish asks 
that all linkage communities pray for this linkage and their delegation planning endeavors.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $50 

 

 

Chontalá, Chichicastenango, Guatemala & 
Incarnation Lutheran, Shoreview, MN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: March 22, 2014 
Next Visit: July 2014 
Status of the Relationship: Incarnation is planning an October 2014 north to south delegation. 
The purpose or vision for this delegation is to broaden outreach in Chontala to involve more 
people in the community and to deepen the faith aspect of the relationship. The coming 
delegation will focus more on the religious reality and experience in Chontala and the people 
that form the community. The scholarship students continue to succeed and continue to show 
their support for the program by communicating with their sponsors. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $25 
 
 
 



Chichipate, El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala & 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Bloomington, IN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler 
Last Visit: July 3, 2014 
Next Visit:  September 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  Chichipate in recent weeks has been experiencing the negative 
effects of a mining project that is situated not too far from town. If you are interested in 
supporting social justice issues, that are affecting Sister Parish linkages and Guatemala as a 
whole, please contact staff. After confirming the official planning of a 2015 south to north, the 
two committees are now in the process of finalizing specific dates for a 2015 south to north 
delegation. This delegation will be a point of rebuilding and expanding historic ties for the two 
communities. 
Budget for the Visit: Approximately $80 
 

Tierra Nueva II, Chinautla, Guatemala & 
St. Joan of Arc, Minneapolis, MN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel 
Last Visit: June 9, 2014 
Next Visit: July 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  The two communities are busy preparing for an August 2014 
delegation.  During the delegation, we will celebrate the 20th anniversary of this sister parish 
relationship with reflection, song and celebration.  Members continue to exchange prayer 
requests, community news, and pictures of community events on a regular basis. 
Budget for the Visit: $12 
 
 

San Antonio, Cunen, El Quiche, Guatemala & 
Danville Congregational Church, Danville, CA, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel 
Last Visit: June 11-12, 2014 
Next Visit: August 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  Five delegates from San Antonio received visas to visit Danville in 
September of 2014.  We are so relieved and excited that the visa process was successful for 
this group.  This will be the first south to north delegation for this linkage.  The two 
communities are now preparing a busy agenda for the delegation that will include time with 
various missions and groups from DCC, as well as time to see the sights in the Bay area. 
Budget for the Visit:  $31 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CCR and CRIPDES, El Salvador 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Meeting Date:  June 7, 2014 
Next Meeting Date: August 9, 2014 
Meeting Notes:  CCR celebrated its 26th anniversary on June 21st.  They held a general assembly 
to celebrate, during which participants reflected on the achievements and challenges that 
communities have faced, especially in recent years. There was a very celebratory atmosphere 
during the event. People have positive hopes for the new government despite the challenges 
that it will face.  
Budget for Visit: $12 

 
 

Guarjila, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
Wallingford United Methodist Church, Seattle Washington 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: June 7, 2014 
Next Visit: August 9, 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  The two communities continue praying for one another and 
showing their solidarity. Wallingford United Methodist Church expressed their love and 
solidarity after the death of Jesus Serrano, member and former vice president of the community 
board in Guarjila.  Use of social networks, such as Facebook, has become important for the two 
communities to maintain close communication and stay on the top of news, especially in the 
southern community.  
Budget for Visit: $10 
 
 

San Antonio Los Ranchos, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
First Lutheran Church, Duluth, Minnesota 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: June 7, 2014 
Next Visit:  August 8, 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  The two communities have not had very constant communication, 
but they remain committed to the relationship.   The internal political conflict in Los Ranchos 
continues to be a challenge.  The Sister Parish committee in Los Ranchos has continued to work 
hard, however, and is currently looking for ways to grow the committee so more members of 
the community can participate and strengthen this relationship. 
Budget for Visit: $10 
 
 
 
 
 



Potrerillos, Nombre de Jesús, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
First United Methodist Church Decorah, Decorah, Iowa 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Last Visit:  June 8, 2014 
Next Visit:  July 12, 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  The First United Methodist Church of Decorah was pleased to be 
able to extend an invitation for a south to north delegation planned for August 29- September 9. 
Six Potrerillos members are applying for visas and the interview appointment has been 
scheduled for July 22.  The two communities are praying that the 6 members of Potrerillos are 
granted visas for this visit. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 

San José La Montaña, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Newtown, Connecticut 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Last Visit:  June 6, 2014 
Next Visit: August 8, 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  San Jose la Montaña and Trinity Episcopal Church in New Town 
Connecticut have started their relationship and already have very good communication.  The 
first visit by two members of Trinity went really well and the communities have also exchanged 
letters.  On June 6, they had their first Skype call between the two committees. Both sides have 
a very strong commitment to one another and have shown a very deep desire to build and 
strengthen this relationship over time. 
Budget for Visit: $12 


