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San Andrés Itzapa, Chimaltenango, Guatemala &  
Christ Episcopal Church, Blacksburg, VA, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler    
Last Visit: June 1, 2014 
Next Visit: October 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  The two communities hope to connect over Skype at some point for 
a joint meeting to discuss how they might communicate better.  All are hoping that the North to 
South delegation will be confirmed for January 2015, as it has been a number of years since the 
last delegation and the two communities would enjoy spending time together to strengthen the 
relationship. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $13  
 
 

San Juan Bautista Catholic, Sepalau, Senahú, Alta Verapaz, Guatemala & 
Corpus Christi Catholic Church, Baltimore, MD, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler   
Last Visit: August 26, 2014 
Next Visit: October 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  Staff is carrying out the final official visits to Sepalau, as the formal 
relationship with Sister Parish is ending.  Staff gave the committee representative greetings 
from Corpus Christi members and hopes to receive greetings from Sepalau in October.   
Budget for Visit: Approximately $40 
 
 

Tierra Nueva I, Chinautla, Guatemala & 
Faith Lutheran Church, West Fargo, ND, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: August 2014 
Next Visit: October or November 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  The two communities have shared their thoughts and evaluations 
on the June delegation this year.  According to participants, some of the most powerful 
activities included traveling to Chichicastenango together, playing games in the park, the 
welcome ceremony, and visiting sick people in their homes in TN1.  The two communities are 
now talking about how to best move forward with the momentum of the delegation.  Delegate 
reflections and pictures are posted on our blog. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15 
 
 
 

 

http://sisterparish.org/2014/08/26/home-away-from-home-faith-lutheranjourney-in-faith-delegation/
http://sisterparish.org/2014/08/26/home-away-from-home-faith-lutheranjourney-in-faith-delegation/


UPAVIM, La Esperanza, Mezquital, Guatemala City, Guatemala & 
First United Methodist Church, Downers Grove, IL, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler 
Last Visit: July 2014 
Next Visit: September or October 2014 
Status of the Relationship:   UPAVIM and Downers Grove are also looking at ways to improve 
communication for their linkage.  UPAVIM has suggested keeping an envelope near the 
community message board, for example, so that people could place letters there at their 
convenience.  Staff has also offered to facilitate a Skype call to talk about the relationship, 
especially with recently-elected members of UPAVIM leadership that are new to Sister Parish.  
The two groups have enjoyed exchanging video greetings this year. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15 
  
 

Las Margaritas II, Ixcan, El Quiche, Guatemala & 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Raleigh, NC, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler   
Last Visit: July 2014 
Next Visit: November or December 2014 
Status of the Relationship: After 5 delegates were denied visas for a South to North delegation, 
both communities decided to try again with the same delegates.  All applicants were granted 
their visas the second time around.  The two communities are happy to begin the next phase of 
planning the September delegation, now that the delegates have visas to travel.   
Budget for Visit: Approximately $50 

 

 

Chontalá, Chichicastenango, Guatemala & 
Incarnation Lutheran, Shoreview, MN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: July 2014 
Next Visit: September 2014 
Status of the Relationship: The two communities are planning for an October North to South 
delegation, hoping they will be able to reach new people in Chontalá and integrate meaningful 
faith-based activities during the delegation.  The scholarship program continues to go well, 
with good participation from the students and families.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chichipate, El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala & 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Bloomington, IN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler 
Last Visit: July 3, 2014 
Next Visit:  October 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  The two communities are excited about moving forward with plans 
for a South to North delegation in 2015.  St. Thomas members have been busy raising the funds 
to support the visa process and the delegation.  One of their successful fundraisers was a 
Recycled Art Sale, organized in coordination with neighboring congregations.  This helped 
expand the network of participants and supporters.  In addition to the previously owned art for 
sale, the groups also had a $1.00 table that was very popular.   
Budget for the Visit: Approximately $80 
 
 

Tierra Nueva II, Chinautla, Guatemala & 
St. Joan of Arc, Minneapolis, MN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel 
Last Visit:  Delegation August 1-11, 2014 
Next Visit: September 14, 2014 
Status of the Relationship: The August 1-11 delegation was a moving experience for all 
involved.  Both communities had new participants this year, joining with others who have been 
a part of Sister Parish for years.  As part of the delegation, the two communities had the 
chance to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the hermanamiento with pictures, reflections, a 
piñata and a birthday cake.  You can see pictures from the delegation and read the delegates’ 
homily delivered at St. Joan of Arc after the delegation. 
Budget for the Visit: $12 
 
 

San Antonio, Cunen, El Quiche, Guatemala & 
Danville Congregational Church, Danville, CA, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel 
Last Visit: June 11-12, 2014 
Next Visit:  August 31, 2014 
Status of the Relationship: The two communities are busy planning for their first South to 
North delegation.  The five delegates from San Antonio received US tourist visas and will be in 
California from September 29-October 6.  This is an exciting big step for this hermanamiento 
that was started in 2010.  The delegates are looking forward to getting to know Danville 
community after Danville delegates have visited San Antonio on multiple delegations.  There is 
particular interest in connecting with the church community, youth and music groups and 
learning from people in Danville about water treatment and solar energy.   
Budget for the Visit:  Approximately $27 
 
 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/95562178@N02/sets/72157646369493935/
http://sisterparish.org/2014/08/18/united-in-gods-love-st-joan-of-arc-delegates-share-experiences/
http://sisterparish.org/2014/08/18/united-in-gods-love-st-joan-of-arc-delegates-share-experiences/


CCR and CRIPDES, El Salvador 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Meeting Date:  August 9, 2014 
Next Meeting Date: October 11, 2014 
Meeting Notes:  A major concern discussed at the last meeting was the increase in violence in 
the region.  Many of the communities are experiencing similar problems, but the collective 
analysis also revealed that some of the incidents could be politically motivated or related to 
political conflicts.  Next year there will be elections for local mayors and congressional 
representatives so the coming year could be politically tense.  The group talked about how to 
form a more cohesive group coordinating to prevent violence – ideas discussed included 
organizing in the communities and forming local committees (focused on citizen security) as 
part of the community board structure. The group also discussed how to work with the national 
security forces.  These strategies have also been proposed by the government and security 
forces, but this can bring up a lot of issues for people that lived through the war.  At the CCR 
meeting, those present also talked about the drought in July that affected food production for 
local subsistence farmers in the region.  The drought could also impact food production at the 
national level.  The government is providing corn seeds to farmers who want to re-plant their 
crop, but, even with the seeds, it is still too expensive for many farmers to plant and harvest a 
second crop (in part because the cost of fertilizer is more burdensome than the cost of seeds).  
The so-called Monsanto laws in Central America have recently raised concern, particularly at 
this time when farmers are in need of support.  The CCR also mentioned an ongoing decrease in 
donations and grants from other organizations and some resulting funding challenges.   
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 

Guarjila, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
Wallingford United Methodist Church, Seattle Washington 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: August 10, 2014 
Next Visit:  October 11 or 12, 2014 
Status of the Relationship: On October 11 and 12, Guarjila will organize events as part of the 
anniversary of the repopulation.  Guarjila and Wallingford have talked about wanting to 
organize a Skype call during the events, so that more people in Guarjila can participate and so 
that Wallingford can take part in the events in some way.  Other sister communities in the CCR 
have done calls like this during community assemblies and it has been a positive form of 
communication.  During the communities’ last Skype call, Wallingford committee members 
shared greetings and condolences after a number of recent deaths in the families of Guarjila 
committee members.  Guarjila also shared two of their main community concerns right now: 1. 
Deaths related cancer and skin problems seems to be rising in the community and people are 
concerned that the proximity of cell phone towers could be negatively affecting community 
health.  A number of nearby cell phone towers are too close to houses (closer than the law 
permits, in fact), but people allow it because they receive a monthly payment from the 
company.  2.  The community is organizing and looking at different ways to prevent violence. 
Budget for Visit: $15 



 

San Antonio Los Ranchos, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
First Lutheran Church, Duluth, Minnesota 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: August 9, 2014 
Next Visit: October 2014 
Status of the Relationship: The six current scholarship students are preparing letters and 
communication to send to Duluth.  Two of the students plan to graduate this year, so there will 
be two new students in the program next year.  Despite issues in Los Ranchos, the sister parish 
committee is growing and has two new members.  The committee would also like to encourage 
one or two of the scholarship students to start participating.  The Duluth committee is now 
working with their interim pastor and continues to meet for dinners as much as possible. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 

Potrerillos, Nombre de Jesús, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
First United Methodist Church Decorah, Decorah, Iowa 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: August 24, 2014 
Next Visit:  October 10, 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  In terms of community news, the drought has been a big concern 
for the Potrerillos community recently.  In terms of the hermanamineto activities, the two 
communities have been very busy preparing for a South to North delegation with 6 delegates 
from Potrerillos who will be in Decorah from August 29-September 9, 2014. Only two of the 
original six delegates received US tourist visas.  The committee had prepared a list of people 
who already have visas, so alternate delegates were chosen fairly quickly.  The delegation will be 
a powerful experience, with lots of time for fellowship and time in community, in addition to 
activities to get to know the Decorah-area farms, farmers markets, environmental movements 
and sights.  Sister Parish staff continues to look for ways to advocate for a more successful visa 
process – please contact us with any questions or suggestions.  
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
  

San José de La Montaña, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Newtown, Connecticut 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Last Visit:  August 10, 2014 
Next Visit: October 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  Trinity, the newest member of the Sister Parish family, will host the 
fall Sister Parish Board Meeting and Solidarity Walk in mid-November.  In terms of community 
news, in July, a women’s board was formed in San José la Montaña to train women in different 
forms of community participation.   The church in SJLM is organizing a weekly Bible study that 
rotates to different houses each week.  The drought is a big concern for this community too.  



Because of the higher altitude, people there have not lost their crops, but they are concerned 
about the regional and national effects of the drought. There is also a lot of local concern about 
the practice of burning a field before planting.  Even though there have been trainings to try to 
prevent this practice and educate farmers, many people continue to do this.  The community is 
looking into further training and education workshops for farmers and is also hoping to reforest 
the area known as la Montañona.  In terms of hermanamiento activities, the two committees 
have had a few Skype calls to talk about community news and get to know each other better as 
a new linkage.  Trinity is also moving forward with looking for delegates and planning for the 
first full North to South delegation in the first half of next year. 
Budget for Visit: $12 
 

  
 


