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San Andrés Itzapa, Chimaltenango, Guatemala &  
Christ Episcopal Church, Blacksburg, VA, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler   
Last Visit: June 1, 2014 
Next Visit: November 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  The North to South delegation for January 2015 has been 
confirmed.  Both communities are looking forward to preparing for that visit.  The two groups 
will start talking about goals and hopes for the trip soon.  Leaders for the scholarship program 
are busy preparing reports and the proposal for 2015 scholarships provided by Christ Episcopal 
Church.  Due to a busy fall delegation schedule, staff will visit more near the end of the year to 
prepare for the delegation. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $13  
 
 

San Juan Bautista Catholic, Sepalau, Senahú, Alta Verapaz, Guatemala & 
Corpus Christi Catholic Church, Baltimore, MD, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: October 27-28, 2014 
Next Visit:  Pending 
Status of the Relationship:  Staff is carrying out the final official visits to Sepalau, as the formal 
relationship with Sister Parish is ending.  Staff gave the committee representative greetings 
from Corpus Christi members and hopes to receive greetings from Sepalau sometime soon.  
Sepalau representatives are invited to participate in the February Guatemala representatives 
meeting if they would like to stay connected to Sister Parish. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $40 
 
 

Tierra Nueva I, Chinautla, Guatemala & 
Faith Lutheran Church, West Fargo, ND, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: August 2014 
Next Visit: December 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  Faith Lutheran is planning a craft sale for November, as well as a 
presentation from the delegates about their experience during the June delegation.  Tierra 
Nueva 1 representatives also plan to participate in parish-wide events in order to raise the 
profile of Sister Parish in their community. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15 
 
 
 



 

UPAVIM, La Esperanza, Mezquital, Guatemala City, Guatemala & 
First United Methodist Church, Downers Grove, IL, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler 
Last Visit: July 2014 
Next Visit: November or December 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  The two communities continue to communicate with video 
greetings and hope to set up a Skype call to talk about the relationship.  Due to a busy fall 
delegation schedule, staff will visit more in the upcoming months.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15 
  
 

Las Margaritas II, Ixcan, El Quiche, Guatemala & 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Raleigh, NC, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler   
Last Visit: South to North Delegation September 29-October 8, 2014 
Next Visit: December 2014 or January 2015 
Status of the Relationship: The delegation this year provided a great opportunity to spread the 
word and generate excitement at St. Francis.  The delegates were able to participate in a well-
attended festival and retirement activities for one of St. Francis’ long-time priests and Sister 
Parish supporters.  Members of the St. Francis committee hope the delegation will help 
encourage people to go on a delegation to Guatemala in 2015. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $50 

 

 

Chontalá, Chichicastenango, Guatemala & 
Incarnation Lutheran, Shoreview, MN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: North to South Delegation October 11-18, 2014 
Next Visit: December 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  After working hard to prepare, the two communities had a 
wonderful delegation from October 11 to 18.  The committee in Chontalá did a great job with 
outreach in the community for the public events, including the welcome ceremony and an 
ecumenical service with the participation of numerous pastors.  The delegates from 
Incarnation hope sharing the positive experiences from this most recent delegation will help 
encourage others to travel and support the Sister Parish committee in the coming year.    
Budget for Visit: Approximately $25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chichipate, El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala & 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Bloomington, IN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler 
Last Visit: October 26-27, 2014 
Next Visit:  December 2014 or January 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  The committee in Chichipate is selecting delegates to apply for 
tourist visas to visit St. Thomas next year.  The two communities look forward to planning for a 
delegation and pray that the delegates receive their visas to travel. 
Budget for the Visit: Approximately $80 
 
 

Tierra Nueva II, Chinautla, Guatemala & 
St. Joan of Arc, Minneapolis, MN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel 
Last Visit: September 14, 2014 
Next Visit: November 9, 2014 
Status of the Relationship: The two communities hope staff will be able to share the 
evaluations from the August delegation soon. In short, the experience was powerful and 
moving.  The TN2 committee said the only part of the delegation they didn’t like was when the 
delegates left.  In TN2, the youth group is organizing for the children’s Christmas party 
supported by St. Joan of Arc and the scholarship and women’s groups are preparing project 
proposals for 2015.  At St. Joan of Arc, the committee is organizing annual fair trade craft sales 
and is starting to talk about the 2015 South to North delegation. 
Budget for the Visit: $12 
 

San Antonio, Cunen, El Quiche, Guatemala & 
Danville Congregational Church, Danville, CA, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel 
Last Visit: South to North Delegation September 29-October 6, 2014 
Next Visit:  November 6, 2014 
Status of the Relationship: Participants had a wonderful experience with this linkage’s first 
South to North delegation.  The delegation served to involve more people at the church that 
are unable to travel to Guatemala and gave the Guatemalan delegates the opportunity to get 
to know the Danville community.  Highlights from the delegation included home stays, a water 
treatment plant, a solar energy company, a cooking exchange at the church, learning with the 
bell choir and a beautiful worship service that integrated the relationship in every way 
possible.  A video of the delegates’ reflections and photos from the delegation are posted on 
our blog. 
Budget for the Visit:  Approximately $27 
 
 
 
 

http://sisterparish.org/2014/11/17/san-antonio-catholic-church-guatemala-visits-danville-congregational/


CCR and CRIPDES, El Salvador 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Meeting Date:  October 25, 2014 
Next Meeting Date:  December 13, 2014 
Meeting Notes:  On October 25, the CCR had its assembly and elections for the CCR Board 
(Juventina from Sister Parish community San José la Montaña was elected President for a 
second term).  A challenge for the CCR during this board’s two-year term will be the mayoral 
elections in 2015.  The CCR wants to work for fair and transparent elections, coordinating with 
the new municipal councils (Consejos Plurales) in charge of monitoring the elections at the 
municipal level, and encouraging local community leaders to be involved in the process. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 

Guarjila, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
Wallingford United Methodist Church, Seattle Washington 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Last Visit:  October 3, 2014 
Next Visit:  December 13, 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  A number of people close to Sister Parish have passed away in the 
past four months.  The community continues to be very concerned about the increase in cancer 
cases there and people are trying to conduct studies to understand why.  The community is also 
preparing for the elections for the new community board (Directiva).  On October 12, the 
community commemorated the 26th anniversary of the return.  The communities in the region 
continue to be concerned about violence in the area.  Guarjila and Seattle are still looking at 
whether or not there will be a delegation in 2015, but the scholarship program and 
communications continue.  Wallingford is looking at the possibility of organizing a Solidarity 
Walk and/or sending some representatives to a November vigil in Georgia organized by SOA 
Watch.  Guarjila members will also participate in the El Salvador Solidarity Walk in November 
this year. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 

San Antonio Los Ranchos, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
First Lutheran Church, Duluth, Minnesota 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Julieta Borja 
Last Visit:  October 3, 2014 
Next Visit:  December 13, 2014 
Status of the Relationship: Members from Duluth participated in a craft and food fair displaying 
crafts from El Salvador.  Mayoral candidates are campaigning in Los Ranchos in preparation for 
the 2015 elections.  Three of the scholarship students in the program supported by Duluth will 
graduate from university this year in November.  This is a huge accomplishment for these 
students and also allows for three new students to participate in the scholarship program next 
year.  This year, Duluth also supported the day care center with a small donation for their needs, 



including building maintenance.  Los Ranchos members will participate in the El Salvador 
Solidarity Walk in November this year. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 

Potrerillos, Nombre de Jesús, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
First United Methodist Church Decorah, Decorah, Iowa 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: October 5, 2014 
Next Visit:  December 15, 2014 
Status of the Relationship:  Both communities are very motivated after the delegation from 
August 29 to September 9.  Six delegates from Potrerillos traveled with Julieta to Decorah, Iowa.  
A reflection from Rev. John Caldwell and pictures from the delegation are posted on our blog. 
Highlights from the delegation include the commitments made in growing the relationship and 
improving communication.  Since the delegation, people have been more actively 
communicating over email and Facebook, sharing pictures and thoughts from the delegation.  
Delegates felt the delegation was very successful.  In addition to feeling closer to the group in 
Decorah, the delegates also enjoyed getting to know each other better (they are from the same 
community but don’t get together very often).  The delegates did a report back with pictures at 
a public community meeting that was well-attended.  They hope this will help raise the profile 
of Sister Parish in Potrerillos and encourage more people to participate. Potrerillos members 
will also participate in the El Salvador Solidarity Walk in November this year. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
  

San José de La Montaña, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Newtown, Connecticut 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Last Visit:  October 4, 2014 
Next Visit: December 14, 2014 
Status of the Relationship: Both communities are active in terms of communication.  Trinity has 
sent letters and emails for each visit and San José la Montaña members dictate a response to 
Julieta during her visits.  They are looking forward to their first official delegation for next year in 
April 2014.  Trinity is busy recruiting delegates and will also host the Sister Parish Inc. Board 
meeting in November 2014.  The Board and Trinity members will do a Solidarity Walk together 
as well.  Members of San José la Montaña are busy preparing for the El Salvador Solidarity Walk, 
which they will host this year.   Some of the committee members are also preparing for the 
mayoral and municipal elections next year.  
Budget for Visit: $12 
 

  

http://sisterparish.org/2014/11/03/building-ties-of-solidarity-through-friendship/

