
 

Sister Parish Guatemala Representatives Meeting 

February 21-22, 2015 

` ` 
  Representatives from all nine Sister Parish Guatemala communities met  

  in February to kick off the new year with various activities. This  

  year’s educational activity began with members visiting the fairly new   

  House of Memory Museum (la Casa de la Memoria) also known  

  as Kaji Tulam. The museum, which highlights the formation of a  

  system of oppression similar to that experienced by many other  

  countries left a deep impression on the representatives. Representatives  

  also participated in making a video for all of their northern brothers and  

  sisters. Please visit our blog to see the video and enjoy pictures of our weekend. 

 

Guatemala Directiva 2013-2015 
President   Cynthia Trujillo (Tierra Nueva I) 

Vice President   Dina Velasquez (UPAVIM) 

Secretary   Eusebio Chaman Caal (Las Margaritas II) 

Treasurer   Pedro Tiul (Chichipate) 

Member at Large 1  Auri Lemus (Tierra Nueva I)  

Member at Large 2  Clementina González (Tierra Nueva II)  

 

Attendees 
Las Margaritas II:  Ricardo Choc and Eusebio Caal  

Tierra Nueva II:  Eluvia Morales, Moises Florian, Evelio                 

Mejilla, and Clementina Gonzalez 

Tierra Nueva I:  Cynthia Trujillo and Auri Lemus 

Chichipate:   Pedro Tiul and Manuel Choc 

Chontalá:   Lorenzo and Juana and their daughter 

UPAVIM:   Dina Velasquez, Concepcion Mateo, and  

   Guadalupe Hernandez 

San Andrés Itzapa:  Otto and Basilia Ixcaya 

San Antonio Cunén: Pedro Sica and Justo Fernandez 

Sister Parish Staff: Carrie Stengel, Brian Tyler  

 

 

Sister Parish News and Events 
 

 During the meeting, staff updated the representatives on the Sister Parish calendar for the year and also 

talked about ideas for program work this year.  We will soon start planning for the annual Solidarity Walk – 

you can read about last year’s Solidarity Walk on our website and stay posted for more information.  We are 

also looking at the possibility of organizing an open delegation at the same time as the Southern Encounter, a 

gathering with members from El Salvador and Guatemala.  Among other ideas discussed, the Board of 

Directors would like to support Northern churches in involving more youth in the sistering relationships.  At 

the meeting, the representatives showed interest in the idea, but decided staff should follow up with each 

community individually to talk about potential activities and youth exchanges.  

 Representatives also discussed alternatives to the Sister Parish Center, as it may close this year.  While 

the representatives said it would be sad not to have a place of our own, they also showed openness to meeting 

in other places, including one of the communities close to the capital or Cobán. 

https://vimeo.com/120501430
https://www.flickr.com/photos/95562178@N02/sets/72157651146469481/
http://sisterparish.org/activities/solidarity-walk/


 

Educational Topic: La Casa de la Memoria, Kaji Tulam 
 

The House of Memory, or Kaji Tulam, which in Quiche means 

four cosmic or cardinal points, is a house that has recently been 

converted into a museum. The museum is composed of six presentation 

rooms. The first portion presents information about Mayan culture and 

history. The following room examines the Spanish conquest of 

Guatemala and its social impacts, including the formation of class and 

¨racial¨ categories. Continuing on, the museum highlights specific laws 

that promoted classism, racism, and the gradual division of popular 

movements in Guatemala. The exhibit ends with video documentation of 

the atrocities that took place in Guatemala and gives voice to the victims 

of kidnapping, murder, and displacement during the internal armed 

conflict.  After the museum, representatives returned to the Sister Parish 

Center to discuss the exhibit in more detail. Many representatives shared 

their personal experiences of the internal conflict and its effects on their 

personal lives and family. Some expressed their previous lack of 

knowledge of the systematic oppression of Guatemala's indigenous 

population and popular social and political movements. Others shared 

their knowledge of history and its impact on their communities. 

 In the afternoon, the group reflected on a Bible reading from 

Mark 1:12-15.  The reflection was enriched and informed by our 

experience at the museum in the morning. 

 

 

Guatemala Directiva Meeting 
 

 During the meeting, the Guatemala Directiva: 

 Discussed the possibility of a 2016 Southern Encounter, 

 hosting, and other logistics; 

 Discussed ways to support Sister Parish and its members; 

 Talked about each linkage and ways to help in  

 strengthening relationships; 

 Talked about alternatives to the Sister Parish Center, if we  

 decide to close the center; and  

 Shared ideas to improve communication with the  

northern Board of Directors. 

 

 

Notes for Upcoming Events 
 

 The next representatives meeting will take place September 19-20, 2015. Communities will  

bring Q30 to support expenditures. 

 Cooks for next meeting: UPAVIM 

 Educational topic: 1
st
 choice - Climate change and the environment; 2

nd
 choice - Nutrition 

 

 


