
SISTER PARISH BIMONTHLY COMMUNITY REPORT 
November/December 2014 

 

San Andrés Itzapa, Chimaltenango, Guatemala &  
Christ Episcopal Church, Blacksburg, VA, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler   
Last Visit: December 18, 2014  
Next Visit: February/March 
Status of the Relationship:  The San Andrés committee will welcome a delegation of five people 
from Christ Episcopal in January 2015. All delegates are new to Sister Parish and will provide the 
opportunity for this linkage to renew its connection through new faces. The scholarship 
program continues to provide opportunities to 28 students of Chay Balam Bilingual School.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $13  
 
 

Tierra Nueva I, Chinautla, Guatemala & 
Faith Lutheran Church, West Fargo, ND, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: January 2015   
Next Visit: March 14, 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  Both communities are in a rebuilding stage, both having new 
committees. The linkage has established a bi-monthly Skype call scheduled for the 2015 year in 
order to foster openness and improved communication between the two committees. Last year 
the TN1's Vacation Bible School was a great success. This was partly due to the financial support 
provided by Faith Lutheran’s fundraising, headed by Vicki Schmidt. The donated funds allowed 
for 70 school-age children to participate in the program’s activities free of charge. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15 
 

 

UPAVIM, La Esperanza, Mezquital, Guatemala City, Guatemala & 
First United Methodist Church, Downers Grove, IL, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler 
Last Visit: December 20, 2014 
Next Visit: February 2015 
Status of the Relationship: UPAVIM and First United Methodist are currently collaborating to 
bring the children of UPAVIM school supplies for the 2015 school year. The medical lab, 
supported by funds from First United Methodist, recently closed due to lack of staff and funds 
to contract new and experienced staff to replace the former staff. Both communities are hopeful 
for a 2015 delegation. UPAVIM continues to hold monthly Bible studies, during which the 
Downers Grove community is the focus of prayers.    
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15 
  
 



Las Margaritas II, Ixcan, El Quiche, Guatemala & 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Raleigh, NC, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler   
Last Visit: December 8, 2014 
Next Visit: March 2015 
Status of the Relationship: Las Margaritas recently returned from a South to North delegation 
that returned in October. The delegation allowed members of Las Margaritas to participate in St. 
Francis' annual Francis Fest. The 5 delegates danced traditional Guatemalan folklore dances and 
served traditional food to the congregation of St. Francis. The scholarship program each year 
supports middle school and high school students. The scholarship program is producing a 
population of youth that are better prepared for professional fields, and the community of Las 
Margaritas is very appreciative of the efforts of all involved, north and south.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $50 

 

 

Chontalá, Chichicastenango, Guatemala & 
Incarnation Lutheran, Shoreview, MN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: December 5, 2014 
Next Visit: March 2015 
Status of the Relationship: Recently, Chontalá received an October delegation of five delegates 
from Incarnation. Read about the delegates’ experience in the Incarnation newsletter.  The 
two communities continue to support the scholarship program and are considering adding a 
tutoring program as a new feature. This addition will have a one year trial period and will later 
be re-evaluated. The linkage shares written communications between scholarship students 
and their sponsors on a regular basis.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $25 
 
 

Chichipate, El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala & 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Bloomington, IN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler 
Last Visit: December 11, 2014   
Next Visit:  January 2015  
Status of the Relationship:  This linkage is currently in the process of planning an April 2015 
South to North delegation for five members of the Chichipate community.  The projects (a 
typing school and a community store) continue to function as in previous months. The 
committee continues to search for local financial support so that these efforts remain self-
sustaining.  The committee in Chichipate has decided that 2015 will be a rebuilding year in 
order to resolve internal challenges of organization and improve communication with their 
northern brothers and sisters.  
Budget for the Visit: Approximately $80 
 

http://incarnationmn.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/121414-Lifetimes.pdf


 

Tierra Nueva II, Chinautla, Guatemala & 
St. Joan of Arc, Minneapolis, MN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel 
Last Visit: December 7, 2014 
Next Visit:  January 2015 
Status of the Relationship: On December 7, 2014, the youth-organized Christmas party was a 
huge success (read more and see photos).  St. Joan of Arc has provided funds for the party for 
a number of years, in the process supporting the youth in attaining leadership, organizing and 
community service experience.  The two committees also exchanged Christmas carol videos 
and Tierra Nueva II organized an end-of-year gathering during which they reflected on the 
relationship and prepared holiday greetings for St. Joan of Arc.  Both communities are looking 
forward to organizing a South to North delegation in 2015. 
Budget for the Visit: $12 
 
 

San Antonio, Cunen, El Quiche, Guatemala & 
Danville Congregational Church, Danville, CA, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel 
Last Visit: November 6, 2014 
Next Visit:  February 2015 
Status of the Relationship: After a successful South to North delegation, the communities are 
looking forward to following up on a number of ideas discussed during their time together, 
including a project to support educational opportunities for youth in the community and a 
regular exchange of prayer requests.  DCC will recruit delegates for a potential spring 2016 
delegation to Guatemala. 
Budget for the Visit:  Approximately $27 
 
 

CCR and CRIPDES, El Salvador 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Meeting Date:  December 13, 2014 
Next Meeting Date: January 18, 2015 
Meeting Notes:  On December 13, the CCR hosted the General Assembly and held elections for 
the Board.  Juventina Ramirez, from San José la Montaña, was re-elected as President and will 
serve another two-year term.  2015 commitments for the association include supporting 
communities in local organizing and communication, and strengthening coordination with 
partnering organizations like Sister Parish. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 
 
 

http://www.saintjoanofarc.org/news/annual-guatemalan-childrens-party-goes-green


Guarjila, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
Wallingford United Methodist Church, Seattle Washington 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: December 12, 2014 
Next Visit:  February 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  The committee in Wallingford has been active recently, especially as 
they try to recruit for a summer 2015 delegation.  Participants hope the delegation strengthens 
the relationship.  Both committees continue to be very active in the Facebook group, sharing 
resources, pictures, and news.  In the last meeting, the two committees agreed to try to 
strengthen communication, organizing more regular Skype calls and other activities.  On 
December 12, Sister Parish staff helped organize a Skype call for members of Wallingford and 
Guarjila during the commemoration for the anniversary of Jon Cortina’s death.  Because it was 
organized during a community-wide event, there was wide participation from community 
members in asking questions and sending greetings.  2015 marks the 15th anniversary of the 
first Wallingford delegation to Guarjila.  The two communities are talking about how to 
celebrate this anniversary with the exchange of testimonies and personal stories about the early 
years, including tape recordings, videos, letters, pictures, drawings, etc. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 

San Antonio Los Ranchos, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
First Lutheran Church, Duluth, Minnesota 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Julieta Borja 
Last Visit:  December 26, 2014 
Next Visit: February 2015 
Status of the Relationship: The two communities have decided to work towards a South to 
North delegation in 2016.  Duluth is looking for new ways to spread the word about Sister Parish 
in their church community, especially given recent changes in church leadership and 
membership.  Los Ranchos members made a number of short videos to send to Duluth as part 
of these efforts.  Scholarship students are also sending letters and photos for Duluth to print in 
the church newsletter.  Duluth committee members staffed a craft table at Nordic Fest in late 
2014, selling crafts, talking about the relationship, and afterward sharing pictures for Los 
Ranchos to see.  Both communities would really like to work on improving communication this 
year, looking at options like Skype calls, more video exchanges and phone calls with staff. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Potrerillos, Nombre de Jesús, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
First United Methodist Church Decorah, Decorah, Iowa 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: October 5, 2014 
Next Visit:  February 2015  
Status of the Relationship:  The two committees have expressed that the 2014 South to North 
delegation helped to reinvigorate the members in both communities.  Both committees have 
expressed the desire to work on their communication between delegations, in particular the 
communication from Potrerillos, now that Decorah has been sending letters more regularly.  
One of the delegates from 2014 has taken on a lot of leadership, communicating more on 
Facebook and writing letters to his host families in Decorah.  There are 52 members in the 
communities’ Facebook group, so this could be a potential place to grow communication, if 
members are interested in doing so. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
  

San José la Montaña, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Newtown, Connecticut 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Last Visit:  November 8, 2014 for the El Salvador Solidarity Walk 
Next Visit:  February 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  San José la Montaña hosted the Solidarity Walk for the first time in 
November of last year.  Participants were very pleased with the organization of the event and 
the opportunity to reflect together.  San José la Montaña was pleased to be able to host people 
from other communities and receive visitors.  The community is also very happy to have a new 
linkage partner in Trinity Episcopal Church.  The two committees have started off with strong 
communication and they have decided to hold monthly Skype calls.  They are planning now for 
the first full delegation, set for April 2014.  Erlinda is also preparing a card exchange, involving 
the children that are in catechism in San José la Montaña. 
Budget for Visit: $12 
 

  


