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San Andrés Itzapa, Chimaltenango, Guatemala &  
Christ Episcopal Church, Blacksburg, VA, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler   
Last Visit: February 8, 2015 
Next Visit: May 10, 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  The scholarship program with Chay Balam continues to thrive and 
serve the community of San Andrés. San Andrés recently received letters from Christ Episcopal 
youth and are going to coordinate a response by the San Andrés youth. Both communities 
continue to be energized by this year’s delegation and are using 2015 as a year of re-
invigoration and renewed strength in organizing. Christ Episcopal is in the process of featuring 
San Andrés and the stories of the people in the community. The website will feature stories and 
articles in English, Spanish, and Kaqchiquel, if possible.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $13  
 
 

Tierra Nueva I, Chinautla, Guatemala & 
Faith Lutheran Church, West Fargo, ND, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: April 12, 2015 
Next Visit: June 2015 
Status of the Relationship: Faith Lutheran is in the process of considering a south-to-north 
delegation for 2015. In response TN1 is making the necessary steps to organize community 
members to foster an environment of mutual support in preparation for possible delegate 
selection. The TN1 community is in the process of forming a mission and vision statement in 
order to have a clear guide for future efforts.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15 
 

 

UPAVIM, La Esperanza, Mezquital, Guatemala City, Guatemala & 
First United Methodist Church, Downers Grove, IL, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler 
Last Visit: April 11, 2015 
Next Visit: May 16, 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  UPAVIM and First United are attempting to confirm their 2015 
north-to-south delegation. UPAVIM, in order to call attention to the need for organizing within 
UPAVIM, have called for monthly meetings between past Sister Parish participants and current 
advisory board members. These monthly meetings are in the form of a breakfast and brief chat. 
The meetings have proven to be a way that the women can also share their spiritual journeys, 
memories, and life experiences. UPAVIM encourages all communities to consider having 



monthly breakfast meetings to foster fellowship and organization within your individual 
communities.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15 
  
 

Las Margaritas II, Ixcan, El Quiche, Guatemala & 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Raleigh, NC, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler   
Last Visit: February 27, 2015 
Next Visit: May 2015 
Status of the Relationship: Las Margaritas diligently advances in their scholarship student 
efforts and church construction project. The community of Las Margaritas has been harvesting 
and selling corn in the effort to build a new Catholic Church. This effort has been in motion for 
the last 3 years and will take another several years. The Las Margaritas and St. Francis 
committees are still in the process of evaluating their linkage and trying to find ways to 
strengthen it. In the coming months they will begin sharing photos and brief biographies of 
community members to encourage prayer partners. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $50 

 

 

Chontalá, Chichicastenango, Guatemala & 
Incarnation Lutheran, Shoreview, MN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: April 10, 2015 
Next Visit: June 2015 
Status of the Relationship: Chontalá had a member’s mother pass during Holy Week. Both 
communities ask that you keep this member in your prayers in this difficult moment of their 
life. Chontalá and Incarnation are engaged in a trial run of their tutoring program to support 
students that are struggling in their studies.  This is currently the only tutoring program among 
all the community projects of Sister Parish.  Also, Incarnation is in the process of planning for a 
potential 2015 north-to-south delegation. Please keep both communities in your prayers.  
Budget for Visit: Approximately $25 
 
 

Chichipate, El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala & 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Bloomington, IN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler 
Last Visit: January 29-30, 2015 
Next Visit: May 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  Chichipate and St. Thomas successfully completed their April 2015 
south-to-north delegation. The delegation was full of spiritual, social, and cultural events that 
gave all delegation participants a better understanding of the others and their experiences. 
The delegation and hosts met to speak about sustainable farming, Native American cultures 
and groups, and spiritual journeys. Chichipate used this opportunity to propose a computer 



lab project would complement the already existing typing school and community store.  This  
project is still in the proposal stage and will need to be approved by other committees.  
Budget for the Visit: Approximately $80 
 
 

Tierra Nueva II, Chinautla, Guatemala & 
St. Joan of Arc, Minneapolis, MN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel 
Last Visit: March 22, 2015 
Next Visit: May 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  Delegates from Tierra Nueva II are preparing their applications for 
US visas to visit St. Joan of Arc this August.  The two committees have also enjoyed sharing 
pictures and brief videos of special activities.  They had a Skype call during St. Joan of Arc’s 
Sister Parish retreat and are facilitating a youth video and photo exchange focusing on Easter-
related activities. 
Budget for the Visit: $12 
 
 

San Antonio, Cunen, El Quiche, Guatemala & 
Danville Congregational Church, Danville, CA, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel 
Last Visit: March 26-27, 2015 
Next Visit:  May 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  The two communities are now regularly exchanging prayer 
requests both for individuals and for each community’s social justice concerns.  Danville is 
starting to recruit for a 2016 delegation to San Antonio and will be carrying out a series of 
presentations at the church later this year.  San Antonio is busy preparing for their patron saint 
festival in June and drafting a proposal for a youth education project. 
Budget for the Visit:  Approximately $27 
 
 

CCR and CRIPDES, El Salvador 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Meeting Date:  April 26, 2015 
Next Meeting Date: May or June, 2015 
Meeting Notes:  Members discussed and evaluated the elections process for local mayors and 
representatives held on March 1, 2015.   There were no incidents reported on election day, but 
there were many questions about the vote counting procedures and the recount for some 
elections was still in process as of April 26.  The FMLN lost some elections this year in places 
that historically have supported the party.  Members also discussed safety and security 
measures in Chalatenango at this meeting. 
Budget for the meeting: N/A 
 



 

Guarjila, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
Wallingford United Methodist Church, Seattle, Washington 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: March 28, 2015 
Next Visit:  May 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  The two communities are preparing for a June north-to-south 
delegation.  Guarjila suffered another loss when Sister Victoria passed away in April.  She had 
worked in the community and the region for a long time, along with Jon Cortina and Ana 
Manganaro and the community held services in her honor.   
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 

San Antonio Los Ranchos, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
First Lutheran Church, Duluth, Minnesota 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: March 28, 2015 
Next Visit: May 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  Duluth recently hosted the Sister Parish board meeting and the 
committee did a wonderful job setting up activities for community members.  On March 1, a 
new mayor was elected in Los Ranchos.  The new mayor of Los Ranchos, elected on March 1, is 
a supporter of Sister Parish and a former scholarship student supported by Duluth.  The two 
communities are hoping to organize a south-to-north delegation for 2016.  
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 

Potrerillos, Nombre de Jesús, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
First United Methodist Church Decorah, Decorah, Iowa 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Julieta Borja 
Last Visit:  March 26, 2015 
Next Visit:  May 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  The two communities are looking at organizing a north-to-south 
delegation sometime in the coming year.  The road to Potrerillos is now finished and the process 
has been a positive one, creating unity as community members organized to build the road 
together.  The community is also expanding the school building.  Decorah has been looking at 
ways to involve students in Sunday school this year.  The church commemorated the 35th 
anniversary of Romero’s death by organizing a walk.  Unfortunately, the walk was cancelled due 
to 9 inches of snow, but they talked about Romero during the children’s sermon and shared 
reflections from Julieta and a member of the committee in Potrerillos.  Decorah hopes to 
organize something for next year’s anniversary involving the whole congregation. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 



 

San José La Montaña, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Newtown, Connecticut 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Last Visit:  March 27, 2015, and north-to-south delegation April 11-19, 2015 
Next Visit: May 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  The first full delegation for this linkage was a huge success. Eight 
people from Trinity visited San José la Montaña and San Salvador from April 11-19.  The two 
communities hope to organize a South-to-north visit in 2016.  They are talking about how to 
improve communication and integrate spirituality more intentionally by doing a Bible reflection 
on their monthly Skype call.  Trinity delegates presented at the adult education hour on the 
Sunday after their return and were met with enthusiastic support from parishioners.   
Budget for Visit: $12 

 

  


