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All southern communities are preparing for fall Solidarity Walks.  Guatemala representatives will 
walk on September 19 and El Salvador representatives will walk on October 31.  The Solidarity 
Walk is a time to gather and reflect on our sistering relationships and our collective work to 
build the Kingdom of God here on Earth.  You can support the Solidarity Walks – participate in a 
walk in your community and/or pledge to the walk in Guatemala or El Salvador.   Contact  David 
Ericson for more information. 

 
 

San Andrés Itzapa, Chimaltenango, Guatemala &  
Christ Episcopal Church, Blacksburg, VA, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler   
Last Visit: June 28, 2015 
Next Visit: September 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  Christ Episcopal is preparing for a potential 2017 south to north 
delegation with various recruitment activities (former delegates sharing experiences, fellowship 
meals, fund-raising events, etc.). The last north to south delegation has boosted interest among 
the congregation and created momentum that Christ Episcopal is using to their advantage. In 
the south, San Andres has sent interviews with committee members and folklore, which has 
been received by Christ Episcopal for a potential website about the community. The scholarship 
students continue to do well in their studies and ask that you keep them in your prayers. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $13  
 
 

Tierra Nueva I, Chinautla, Guatemala & 
Faith Lutheran Church, West Fargo, ND, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: August 4, 2015 
Next Visit: October 2015 
Status of the Relationship: In the past few months Tierra Nueva I has been dealing with the 
influx of insect transmitted viruses in the midst of political strife and a crisis in the health care 
system. Additionally, some community members were affected by a landslide and the eventual 
evacuation of their property. Faith Lutheran in response to this emergency sent an emergency 
fund that is in the process of being transferred to Guatemala. The funds will be dispersed and 

http://sisterparish.org/activities/solidarity-walk/
http://sisterparish.org/activities/solidarity-walk/
https://www.razoo.com/story/Guatemala-Solidarity-Walk
https://www.razoo.com/story/El-Salvador-Solidarity-Walk
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handled by the Social Ministry of San Marcos Evangelista parish. The emergency is a very 
complex situation and both groups are aware that fast relief is not possible or healthy for 
recovery. Vacation Bible School is currently in the planning phase for this year and is expected to 
be a great success. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15 

 

 

UPAVIM, La Esperanza, Mezquital, Guatemala City, Guatemala & 
First United Methodist Church, Downers Grove, IL, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler 
Last Visit: August 20, 2015 
Next Visit: October 2015 
Status of the Relationship: July was a month of joy and excitement for the UPAVIM community 
because 7 delegates visited and shared with the dynamic woman's cooperative. The delegation 
was very lighthearted and full of sharing moments that both parties intend to share with their 
counterparts in their respective communities. UPAVIM craft sells have fallen considerably due 
the impact of the international economic situation. In an attempt to respond to this situation 
UPAVIM is diversifying its product line and the organization has hired 5 full-time workers to 
speed up the production process. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $15 
  
 

Las Margaritas II, Ixcan, El Quiche, Guatemala & 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, Raleigh, NC, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler   
Last Visit: August 11, 2015 
Next Visit: October 2015 
Status of the Relationship: Las Margaritas has greatly increased parent and scholarship student 
participation in their linkage. On a recent visit to Las Margaritas over 30 participants were 
present on the monthly phone call with St. Francis. The community is creating more spaces for 
community members to interact with St. Francis directly.  St. Francis continues to support the 
scholarship students and hopes to be able to begin talks for future delegation planning. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $50 

 

 

Chontalá, Chichicastenango, Guatemala & 
Incarnation Lutheran, Shoreview, MN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Brian “Alejandro” Tyler  
Last Visit: August 14, 2015 
Next Visit: October 2015 
Status of the Relationship: Chontala and Incarnation are officially in the process of closing the 
formal linkage relationship. Both communities are deeply saddened by this decision are 
attempting to find the appropriate way to say their last goodbyes. Sister Parish expects in the 
coming months a group from Incarnation to come to Guatemala to share messages from the 



church and clear up any doubts that Chontala community members may have. Incarnation has 
agreed to assist the scholarship program, whether formally or through informal organizing, 
until another linkage has been secured. At that point, the decision to continue or discontinue 
the scholarship program will be the decision of the new linkage partner. 
Budget for Visit: Approximately $25 
 
 

Chichipate, El Estor, Izabal, Guatemala & 
St. Thomas Lutheran Church, Bloomington, IN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Brian “Alejandro” Tyler 
Last Visit: May 14-15, 2015 
Next Visit: September 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  Chichipate has recently been affected by the flooding of two rivers 
on main transportation routes in the region. The rivers overflowed and affected surrounding 
communities as well, forcing some to evacuate their homes and communities. Chichipate was 
fortunate to not be directly affected in this manner, however, transportation to and from has 
become more difficult. Both communities ask that you keep them in your prayers. St. Thomas 
and Chichipate are still in the beginning talks of starting a computer lab project and are 
searching for the best way to officially begin the project. The project is expected to begin in 
2016, if all activities continue as scheduled. 
Budget for the Visit: Approximately $80 
 
 

Tierra Nueva II, Chinautla, Guatemala & 
St. Joan of Arc, Minneapolis, MN, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel 
Last Visit: August 14-24 delegation 
Next Visit: September 27, 2015 
Status of the Relationship: The two communities had a wonderful south to north delegation 
August 14-24 with five delegates traveling to visit St. Joan of Arc.   All of the activities were 
wonderful, but many participants mentioned the Bible reflections, a trip to a cabin, and 
chances to share personal stories with community members as the most impactful.  The 
delegates’ mass presentation highlighted meaningful activities and their reflections and St. 
Joan of Arc’s delegation blog captured highlights from each day.  See the delegation photo 
album. 
Budget for the Visit: $12 
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San Antonio, Cunen, El Quiche, Guatemala & 
Danville Congregational Church, Danville, CA, USA 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Carrie Stengel 
Last Visit: June 14-15, 2015 
Next Visit:  September or October 2015 
Status of the Relationship: Danville is recruiting for a north to south delegation planned for 
March 2016 and will also receive the Sister Parish, Inc. Board of Directors for a meeting in 
November.  We are grateful to Danville for hosting the meeting and hope our time together 
will also be helpful to the committee’s delegation recruitment efforts.  San Antonio is in 
conversations about a potential project.  The San Antonio Catholic Community would like to 
buy land and build a new church (their current worship space is owned by the community, not 
the church).  This, however, will be a long-term project.  The committee there is discussing 
smaller projects to implement in the community while the plans for a new church move 
forward. 
Budget for the Visit:  Approximately $27 
 
 

CCR and CRIPDES, El Salvador 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Meeting Date:  August 26, 2015 
Next Meeting Date: October 17, 2015 
Meeting Notes: The most recent meeting was focused on the presentation and discussion of a 
New Plan for Food Security for the communities in the region of Chalatenango. Numerous 
communities in Chalatenango have also created an action plan for improving communication 
with their respective sistering relationships. This plan includes having a sharing day for each 
organization would to present different strategies and resources for communicating with the 
northern communities. After exchanging information, the idea would be to create a strategic 
plan that all communities could use for communication. 
Budget for Visit: N/A 
 
 

Guarjila, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
Wallingford United Methodist Church, Seattle Washington 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: June 20, 2015 
Next Visit:  September 5, 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  On Sunday July 5, Wallingford United Methodist Church’s new 
pastor, Ann Berney, and new youth leader, Hannah, accepted gifts from El Salvador representing 
the long-term relationship between Guarjila and Wallingford. Both new pastors are looking 
forward to visiting Guarjila in the future. This reaffirms the commitment to strengthen bonds of 
friendship and solidarity and to continue walking together to build a larger community.  The 
Guarjila Sister Parish committee shared this information with the wider community at the 



assembly in July.  The community expressed their gratitude for the relationship now 15 years 
strong.  Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 

San Antonio Los Ranchos, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
First Lutheran Church, Duluth, Minnesota 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Julieta Borja 
Last Visit: July 30, 2015 
Next Visit: September 2015 
Status of the Relationship: First Lutheran Church of Duluth and Los Ranchos are hoping to 
organize a south to north delegation in 2016. The committee in Los Ranchos is excited for the 
upcoming Solidarity Walk, especially since they will be hosting the event this year. The 
community is getting involved and preparations have already begun. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
 

Potrerillos, Nombre de Jesús, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
First United Methodist Church Decorah, Decorah, Iowa 

Sister Parish Coordinator:  Julieta Borja 
Last Visit:  July 29, 2015 
Next Visit:  September 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  First United Methodist Church celebrated and participated in this 
year’s Nordic Fest.  Among other activities, the group sold crafts.  The sales will be used to 
support Sister Parish. Potrerillos is working on improving their work as a committee and looking 
for ways they can improve communication with their linkage. 
Budget for Visit: $15 
 
  

San José La Montaña, Chalatenango, El Salvador & 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Newtown, Connecticut 

Sister Parish Coordinator: Julieta Borja 
Last Visit:  July 29, 2015 
Next Visit: September 2015 
Status of the Relationship:  San José la Montaña and Trinity continue preparing for a south to 
north delegation in 2016.  The dates have been set for October 21 – 31, 2016.  While preparing 
for the delegation, the two communities are also holding a monthly Skype call that includes a 
Bible reflection and general greetings. 
Budget for Visit: $12 

 

 


