
 

Sister Parish Guatemala Representatives Meeting 
September 20-21, 2015 

 

 

Representatives from eight of the Sister 

Parish communities in Guatemala met 

in September for the bi-annual meeting 

and annual Solidarity Walk.  This was 

the last meeting in the Sister Parish 

Center, so many were sad and nostalgic, 

but also filled with ideas for future 

meetings during which we hope to visit 

Sister Parish communities.   

Photos from the weekend: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/95562178

@N02/albums/72157656889883424 

Solidarity Walk Video:  

https://vimeo.com/143322254 

 

Attendees 

 

Las Margaritas II:  Ricardo  

Tierra Nueva II:  Clementina  

                            Others for the Solidarity Walk 

Tierra Nueva I:  Cynthia, Auri, Cesar, Irene 

Chichipate:   Pedro and Clara 

Chontalá:   María Tomasa and María Luisa 

UPAVIM:   Dina and Concepción 

San Andrés Itzapa:  Otto and Basilia  

Sister Parish:  Carrie Stengel, Brian Tyler  

 

Educational Topic: Local elections process 

 

The representatives decided to share experiences from the recent elections process in Guatemala.   

Many commented that there has been a lot of news published about the national elections and recent  

mobilizations in Central Park that led to the resignation of the President and Vice President, among other  

high-profile government officials.  The news, however, rarely provides in-depth coverage about what is 

 happening in communities locally, so the representatives each shared their own experiences with the  

elections process and took time to discuss personal experiences during the recent protests as well. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/95562178@N02/albums/72157656889883424
https://www.flickr.com/photos/95562178@N02/albums/72157656889883424
https://vimeo.com/143322254


 

Sister Parish News and Events 

 

During the meeting, representatives shared news 

from each relationship and asked for support from 

the group as needed.   Highlights from that 

conversation include stories from recent 

delegations, UPAVIM’s monthly potluck breakfasts 

to reenergize the committee, and project news. 

 

The Solidarity Walk was a success again this year.  

People were happy with participation and 

reflections and suggested that we do a Solidarity 

Walk next year wherever we meet, with a 

megaphone next time to reach more people.  

In the evaluation, participants said:  “I always participate in the walk, because I feel like this is something 

that we should do as Sister Parish – stand in solidarity with people who are going through difficult 

situations in our communities.”   

 

“The Solidarity Walk is a wonderful experience.  It helps us overcome the difficult things in our lives.”  

 

Guatemala Directiva Meeting 
 
 During the meeting, the Guatemala Directiva and representatives: 
 Discussed possible plans for the 2016 Southern Encounter and open delegation; 
 Supported communities working on project proposals; 
 Discussed ways to support Sister Parish and its members; and 
 Talked about each linkage and ways to help strengthen relationships.  
 

Notes for Upcoming Events 
 

 The next representatives meeting will take place in February 2015.  The representatives’ first 
choice  was to meet in Las Margaritas II, second choice at UPAVIM. 
 
 Educational topic: The group decided to keep the same topics as last time, if we meet in the capital 
(1st choice - Climate change and the environment; 2nd choice – Nutrition).  If we meet in a community, we 
will ask the community to talk to us about an aspect of their life and work. 
 

 


