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Our Mission 

Sister Parish exists to foster mutual understanding and commit-

ment to peace and justice among people in the United States and 

Central America. This objective is pursued through intentional 

linking between churches and Christian communities in the Unit-

ed States and in Central America. Delegation travel to the North 

and South with home stays is an essential aspect in enhancing 

awareness and understanding, and in nurturing closer relation-

ships.  

Our Vision 

We believe the Kingdom of God is already present but not com-

plete, and the liberating Gospel calls us to work together to build 

this Kingdom through: consciousness-raising, solidarity, reconcili-

ation, and ecumenism.  

“The witness of Romero  

and Cortina and Grande  

and others who gave their 

lives brought my Jesus to  

life. Now I can see Jesus more 

clearly in all the people  

of the world.” 



 

At the end of most delegations, we ask partici-

pants this question: What did you give and 

what did you receive? The question encourages 

further reflection at a time when we are also  

preparing to return to our daily routines.  It 

helps us process our intense experiences and 

hold on to the vibrant colors that will inevita-

bly fade  as we are re-immersed in our busy 

lives. The conversations that follow call on us 

to keep building mutually beneficial relation-

ships in an as yet unequal world. And we are 

pushed to accept that, sometimes, the very act 

of receiving  is in itself a gift.   

 

Letter from Executive Director 

Carrie Stengel 

 
 

“You support Guarjila. You 

strengthen our faith and our 

hope to continue fighting for a 

world that is more just and 

full of love and peace.” 

 When 12-year-old David answered this ques-

tion after visiting Guatemala for the first time, 

he said, “I gave my time. I received the truth.”  

He blew us away by describing his complex ex-

perience in just a few wise words. 

In our annual report, we list the organization’s 

achievements and the number of people 

served.  I can tell you we organized 6 delega-

tions with 35 participants. Staff carried out 

over 60 community visits throughout El Salva-

dor and Guatemala to facilitate the relation-

ships we serve.  We supported 16 community-

run projects, including scholarship programs 

that benefit 121 students, a women’s empower-

ment program, a typing school, and a Vacation 

Bible School for 70 children.  We interpreted 

Skype calls, letters, emails, Facebook posts, 

and videos – all in efforts to build a sense of 

community that defies the barriers we are told 

should divide us.   



 

 

Dear Sister Parish friends, 

 

Letter from Executive Director 

Carrie Stengel 

 

“The relationship has helped 

me to better understand  

and live with faith, hope,  

hospitality, grace, and love.  

Even so, these numbers capture only part of 

what Sister Parish is.  Sister Parish is also a 

community of people: volunteers that raise 

project funds, prepare community meals, coor-

dinate scholarship programs, host people in 

their home, organize educational events, pray 

for each other’s families, and lift each other up 

with genuine acts of caring.   

I witnessed and was honored to facilitate deep 

connections last year. Two Sister Parish com-

munities re-connected after almost a decade 

without a delegation.  In another group, one 

young woman was so impressed with the work 

of the UPAVIM community center, she will re-

turn to volunteer as a medical student this 

summer. And the youth in our newest linkage 

led the way on their first delegation, playing 

games, learning dances, and singing at the top 

of their lungs to the Top 40.   

While some deep connections were made 

through laughter, others were made through 

tears. Mothers from Guatemala and Minneap-

olis mourned their murdered sons together 

and shared their stories of the grinding, hard 

work of healing.  A whole room of people cried 

as we heard stories of families searching for 

their children who were disappeared during 

the war.  Migrants shared their personal sto-

ries of family separation, treacherous journeys, 

and dreams for their future. In El Salvador, 

people prayed and asked for constant updates 

when they heard that a young man, one who 

had recently visited, had been attacked in the 

U.S. 

In the midst of so many calls to hate, we can 

choose to love.  We can work to bring people 

together.  We can sit and really listen to some-

one else’s truth.  We can give that gift. And af-

terward, we can be ever grateful for the power-

ful, life-changing gift they gave us.   

Thank you, Sister Parish community, for giv-

ing time, for receiving truth, and for choosing 

to love. 

 



Lately I have been pondering these words by 

Pope Francis.  I love the picture he paints of 

being called out of our house (and our comfort 

zone) to encounter others, to exchange love, 

and to be in the presence of God.  It is a call to 

action, to give and take, and to be open to the 

mystery and joy of developing loving relation-

ships with others. 

Of course, this image of ‘encounter’ absolutely 

resonates with me — because what is it but the 

essence of Sister Parish? These are tenets that 

Sister Parish communities have lived by for 28 

years.  

 

Letter from Board President 

Nancy Wiens 

 

US Board of Directors 

Nancy Wiens, Tom Pouliot 

Michael Spellman 

Ginnie Berge 

Luis Cuyún 

Greg Huang-Dale 

Maria Van Der Maaten 

 

Looking Back 

For me, one of the highlights of 

2015 was traveling to two 

Northern Sister Parish commu-

nities for the Board of Directors’ 

spring and fall meetings.  Both 

First Lutheran Church in Du-

luth, MN and Danville Congre-

gational Church in Danville, CA 

welcomed us with open arms.   

 

“When God comes, He  

always calls us out of our 

house. We are visited so  

that we can visit others;  

we are encountered so as  

to encounter others; we  

receive love in order to  

give love” - Pope Francis   

 

Guatemala Directiva 

Dina Velásquez 

Cynthia Trujillo 

Aury Lemus 

 Pedro Tiul 

Clementina González 

Eusebio Chamán Caal 

 

El Salvador Directiva 

Carlos Quintanilla 

Marleny Henríquez 

Consuelo Ayala 

 Aquileo Dubón  

 

 

In addition to the usual Board duties 

(financial oversight, development, strate-

gic planning), we shared fellowship, song, 

and prayer with our host communities. 

We listened as former delegates told emo-

tional stories of transformation and we 

marched and sang together on a Solidarity 

Walk. We Skyped with Southern repre-

sentatives and Sister Parish staff mem-

bers to hear their joys and challenges. 

And the communities came together to 

worship on Sunday morning, sharing... 

 



 

special music, prayers, and fellowship focused 

on the work Sister Parish does. I am so grate-

ful for these opportunities to deepen our rela-

tionships with our Sister Parish communities. 

Another highlight was welcoming our newest 

Sister Parish linkage between People of Hope 

Lutheran Church in Rochester, MN and ACO-

MUJERZA in Zaragoza, La Libertad, El Salva-

dor.  It is a joy to watch this new relationship 

form. 

Last but not least, in 2015 we welcomed a new 

member to the Board of Directors — Maria 

Van Der Maaten. As a former participant on a 

Sister Parish delegation while in high school, 

she became “hooked” on Sister Parish and lat-

er worked as a staff member.  Now she has 

committed her time, energy, and considerable 

skills as a Board member. Welcome, Maria!  

Letter from Board President continued 

Greg Huang-Dale 

 

Letter from Board President cont. 

Nancy Wiens 

2016 - The Year of Encounter 

Sister Parish is entering into a busy year and 

the opportunities for encounters will be many 

and varied: 

The Southern Encounter. Representatives 
from southern Sister Parish communities 
come together every 3 years, and will do so 
in Guatemala in 2016. 

2016 Open Delegation. Friends of Sister 
Parish are invited to travel to Guatemala 
and El Salvador this fall. 

Delegations. An unusually large number of 
delegations are shaping up for 2016.  

Innovative interactions.  Skype calls, video 
exchanges, prayer partner programs, and 
other activities are happening in many of 
our Sister Parish communities. 

Additionally, we are just wrapping up a very 

successful 2016 ‘Year of Encounter’ fundrais-

ing campaign to support targeted activities and 

strengthen Sister Parish’s financial reserves.   

 

 



Financial Report  

2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Income                                                

Donations             $ 25,375 

Projects                 $ 37,343 

Delegations           $ 31,012 

Events                    $   2,398 

Member Fees       $ 12,000 

Grants                    $   6,639 

 

 

 

Total                  $114,776 

 

 

Note:  

This report does not 

reflect the generous  

in-kind donations 

from our all-

volunteer board and 

other Individuals, or 

Sister Parish assets 

and liabilities.  

 

“Our experience has strengthened 

us… We had cultural exchanges with 

the Ojibwe, Lakota, African Ameri-

cans, St. Joan of Arc, Guatemalans.  

When people from here come to 

Guatemala, it is the same. This way, 

each day, we become more humane. 

 

Expense 

Delegations           $ 14,765 

Projects                 $ 37,343 

Personnel              $ 49,161 

Assemblies            $   2,041 

Facilities                $   7,445 

Administrative      $   1,214 

Operations             $  4,881 

Publications/Mail $    981 

 

Total                  $117,831 

 

 



 

 

Heroes 

Alan and Shannon Jones 

Amy Webber 

Arlene Reed 

Bernard Grisez 

Bill and Linda Mashburn 

Community Foundation of North-

east Iowa 

David Ericson 

Donald and Marion Hall 

Greg and Jenny Huang-Dale 

Leslie and Bill Knoblauch 

Louise Eidsmoe 

M. Patricia Davis 

Margaret Hasselman 

Mary Ahler 

Nicole and Peter Hertel Meirose 

Paul Frank 

Ross Starkson, Katharine Malaga 

Sarah and Mark Jerde 

 

 

2015 Sister Parish, Inc. Donors 

Pace Setters 

Amy Gammill 

Anne and Dave Rogotzke 

Bill Williams and Linda Reeve 

Bob Heberle 

Bruce Sherman 

Charles and Hertha Lutz 

Cynthia Berg 

Daniel Werner 

Dave and Norma Bappe 

Deb Pomroy 

Diane Pittman and Lawrence Krantz 

Doris Heikes 

Evalyn Welling 

Gary Wiens 

Jackie Thompson and Gene Frazer 

James and Alana Moylan 

James Mong 

Jim and Barb Dale 

Jim Seabold 

Joel Papa 

John Reinhardt 

Kent and Diane Peterson 

Laural Briggs and Timothy Scale 

Lise Trudeau 

Mary Nuebel 

Matthew Terribile 

Meghan Grossman 

Nancy Wiens &  Rick Nelson 

Ray and Ina Osborn 

Richard Dodge, II 

Robert and Cathy Burrell 

Robert and Dorothy Howell 

Robert and Hilma Swensen 

Sara Webber Laczo 

Vicki and Peter Schmidt 

Friends 

Anita Rapone 

Ashley Templeton 

Carol Krush 

Dale Nelson 

David Mayer 

Deborah Bishop 

Dorothy and Dewayne Bisek 

Elisabeth Grunert 

Francis and Frederica Paine 

Irene Thommes 

Jack and Susan Sell 

James Stengel 

Jan and Jerry Arseneau 

Jane Gibbons 

Janice Nohner 

Janice Young 

Jasmine Bement 



Friends continued 

Joan Marie Engelsgaard 

Kate E. Blair 

Kathleen Wedl 

Kenneth Simmons 

Mark Stengel 

Mary Ellen Olson 

Mary Holm 

Mary Slobig 

Melinda Ahler-Olmstead 

Melissa Dalum 

Pat Schober Branigan 

Patrick and Marilyn Maloney 

Patrick Finnegan 

Paul and Sally Scott 

Paul Pouliot 

Phillip Edwardson 

Priscilla Herbison 

Rick Chamiec-Case 

Robert Chesnut 

Robert Jackson 

Robert Patterson 

Rose Grengs 

Roy and Laurie Blackwood 

Sandy Heidemann 

Sue Malone 

Tia Karelsen 

Wayne Dornbirer II 

Will Willner 

 

We apologize for any errors or omissions.  Please 

contact us with any corrections or suggestions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Sister Parish, Inc.  

Donors 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who donated time, energy, and  

in-kind gifts to the Sister Parish mission.   

We thank all of our supporters for their  

generous, unique gifts to Sister Parish, Inc.  

Special thanks to Gary Larson for the accounting. 



f 
 

Christ Episcopal Church  

San Andrés Itzapa Episcopal Community 

 

Danville Congregational Church  

San Antonio Catholic Church 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

San Marcos Evangelista, Tierra Nueva I 

 

First Lutheran Church of Duluth  

San Antonio Los Ranchos 

 

Trinity Episcopal Church   

San José la Montaña 

 

First United Methodist Church of Decorah 

Potrerillos 

 

First United Methodist Church of Downers Grove  

UPAVIM 

 

Incarnation Lutheran Church 

Chontalá 

 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

 Las Margaritas II 

 

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Community  

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Tierra Nueva II 

 

St. Thomas Lutheran Church 

 Santo Domingo de Guzmán, Chichipate 

 

Wallingford United Methodist Church 

Guarjila 

 

People of Hope 

ACOMUJERZA                   

Thank you to all of our  

members and supporters.   

You are creating change 

and we couldn’t do what 

we do without you. 




