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OUR VISION
At Danville Congregational Church we welcome you to a progressive spiritual
community that is open and affirming, celebrates differences, and encourages alternate
views. We explore the Bible with curiosity and enthusiasm, taking it seriously but not
literally. Taking Christ’s call passionately to love our neighbor, we extend our faith
into action for the betterment of all. Wherever you are on life’s journey, we offer you
a place of peace and hope.
Danville Congregational Church is an Open and Affirming church, welcoming all of
God’s people – of diverse race, gender, sexual orientation, family status, economic
condition, and physical, mental and emotional ability.

A NOTE TO WORSHIPERS
Please turn off your cell phone when you enter this sanctuary. Also, please move to
the center of the row, so those who come in after you can more easily be seated. The
left-hand section of pews as you enter the sanctuary has been designated for those who
are free of scents and perfumes.
If you would like to use one of our listening assistance devices, please see the sound
technician in the back of the sanctuary.
Following worship, please gather in Koinonia Hall for refreshments and time with old
and new friends.

First time visitor? Welcome to Danville Congregational Church! We are glad you are
here with us today. If you are interested in getting additional information about
Danville Congregational Church, after the worship service, in the narthex, you will
find someone holding a red bag. In the bag you will find helpful information about the
church. We look forward to meeting you!

The DCC sanctuary is available for meditation and quiet prayer during the week during
normal business hours. Please feel free to come by any time — enter through the office.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD
PRELUDE

Poème Pastoral: II

Ricardo Castillo

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please sign the sheet in the blue pad, pass it to another and place it in the offering plate.
To offer a prayer, please fill out a Prayer Card, which will be collected during Prayer Time.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
One: Peace be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet one another and pass the Peace of Christ.
*All are invited to rise in body or spirit
INTROIT
Juntos creamos espíritu
Juntos creamos espíritu. Bailando, llorando, duradero.
We’re building spirit together. With dancing, and crying, never turning back.

Bret Hesla

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Betty McCabe
One: Come, let us celebrate the One who calls us to love and speak truth to power:
All: No one can stop us from speaking the truth.
One: We are called to love and defend our brothers and sisters who suffer in silence:
All: No one can stop us from speaking the truth.
One: We must rise up, stand up, and speak up for righteousness:
All: No one can stop us from speaking the truth.
One: Come, let us celebrate together the power to love and to speak truth:
All: We are ready to worship our God who is still speaking! No one can stop us
now!
*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Spirit of the living God, fall fresh upon us;
allow your presence to fill us with power from on high.
Come, Holy One, and dwell among us.
We need your authority to love our neighbor
and speak to the powers of this world.
Give us a special anointing to stand and be witnesses
in our homes, our schools, and on our jobs.
Come into this place and make us one with each other.
It is in your name we pray. Amen.
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Betty McCabe

*OPENING HYMN

We Are Called

Page 5

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD
Today is Ingathering Sunday, when we receive a special offering of canned goods for the
Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano. As the children come forward, they will collect your
canned goods and bring them to the front.

A TIME FOR CHILDREN
SCRIPTURE READING

Trish Moosbrugger
Luke 10:25–37

Betty McCabe

ANTHEM
Prayer of St. Francis
Allen Pote
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
Where there is injury, thy Pardon, Lord.
Where there is doubt, let there be faith.
Oh Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.
Where there is despair, let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness, let there be light.
where there is sadness, let there be joy.
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console.
To be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love.
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned.
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life, to eternal life.
Lord, make me an instrument of thy Peace. Amen.
—St. Francis of Assisi
CONTEMPORARY READING

The Prayer
Rev. Eric Sherlock
by Oscar Romero
It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view. The kingdom is not only
beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our vision. We accomplish in our lifetime only
a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God's work. Nothing we do is
complete, which is a way of saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said. No prayer fully expresses our faith. No
confession brings perfection. No pastoral visit brings wholeness. No program
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accomplishes the Church’s mission. No set of goals and objectives includes
everything.
This is what we are about. We plant the seeds that one day will grow. We water
seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise. We lay foundations
that will need further development. We provide yeast that produces far beyond our
capabilities. We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing
that.
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. It may be incomplete, but it
is a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and
do the rest. We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the
master builder and the worker. We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not
messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our own.
SERMON

Who Isn’t My Neighbor?

Rev. Eric Sherlock

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
HYMN

You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore
(English verses only)

REFLECTION

Pages 6–7

Rudy and Dylan Bretschneider

TIME OF PRAYER
Sharing our Joys and Concerns
All: Hear our prayer
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.
TIME OF GIVING
Invitation to Giving
Offertory

Poème Pastoral: VI
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Trish Moosbrugger
Ricardo Castillo

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen
*Prayer of Dedication

WE GO FORTH TO CONTINUE OUR MINISTRIES
*CLOSING HYMN

Draw the Circle Wide
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*BENEDICTION
CHORAL BENEDICTION
Juntos creamos espíritu
Bret Hesla
Juntos creamos espíritu. Bailando, llorando, duradero.
We bind our hearts to each other and weave our spirits together.
With threads of joy and sorrow, we spin hope for tomorrow, never turning back.
POSTLUDE

Poème Pastoral: IV
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Ricardo Castillo
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TODAY’S SCHEDULE
8:30 – 9:15
9:15 – 12:00
9:30 – 10:30
9:45 – 10:45
10:30 – 11:00
11:00 – 12:00
5:30 – 7:30
6:00 – 8:00

Choir Rehearsal
Childcare for children 4 and under in the Nursery
Worship in the Sanctuary
Godly Play in the Hope Center
Time of Fellowship in Koinonia Hall
Second Hour: Sister Parish in the Sanctuary
Handbell Quartet Rehearsal
Youth Group in the Agape Room

Child care for 4 years and younger is available from 9:15 – 12:00 today. Please always
sign your child in and out of our Nursery. For safety reasons, we request that no child
be left on the playground without appropriate supervision. Thank you!
The Art & Reflection Table set in the front of the Sanctuary is an opportunity for
people of all ages to creatively engage in worship this morning. You are welcome to
move to the table at any point during the service. Parents/guardians are asked to please
accompany younger children by sitting in the reserved pews next to the table.
This Sunday we will have Godly Play (for children ages preschool through 5th grade)
offered immediately following Time for Children. All children are invited to
participate in the Hope Center, or they are welcome to stay in worship with their
families. Children will return to their families during fellowship time.
Youth in grades 6 and up are invited to stay in worship this Sunday.

DURING THE SECOND HOUR
Join the Sister Parish delegation for their Talk Back session! Have you ever wondered
what it’s like to go on a delegation to Guatemala? Join us in the Sanctuary for a fun,
family-friendly Q&A session about Sister Parish, our friends in San Antonio, traveling
in Guatemala and more. Children and youth are especially welcome to join us. Trip
photos will play on the big screen throughout the discussion.
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THIS WEEK AT DCC
Monday

7:00 PM Finance Committee

Wednesday 10:00 AM Prayer Shawl Ministry
Thursday

6:00 PM Justice Series (see Announcement)
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rev. Gail is on study leave and will return on Wednesday, May 24.
Youth Group meets TONIGHT in the Agape Room. All 6–12 grade youth are
warmly welcomed to join us for dinner, conversation, games, and fun! Please bring
$10 for our Food Fundraiser. It’s the last Youth Group of the program year!
The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the fourth Wednesday of each month, so join us this
Wednesday, May 24, from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM in the Peace Room. Beginners and
newcomers welcome! It is a no-host gathering so bring your own food and beverage.
It’s time to update the photos in the DCC directory! If you missed our photographers
last week, there’s still time to submit a photo you already have. Here are some
guidelines to follow:
• Photo groupings should be as “square” as possible – a group that is spread far
apart will necessitate a very small image size.
• Resolution should be as high as possible, but 900 x 900 pixels would be the
minimum for printing.
• The background needs to be as uncluttered as possible.
• Avoid professional photos that are copyrighted by the photographer. Also avoid
trademark images (logos, etc) on clothing or in the background.
All photos must be submitted to the office at office@danvillechurch.org by May 22.
Photo directories will be available for purchase at the Annual Meeting on June 11.
Questions? Contact Kim Michaud.
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Peace Village Volunteers Needed!
We are still in need of a few adult volunteers for Peace Village Camp. Camp will take
place June 5- 9 from 1-4:30 PM. As of May 14, we have over 40 kids from DCC and
the wider community registered for camp! With so much excitement, energy and
involvement from these families, we need more adults to help serve as adult counselors
for the week. We are looking for folks who can commit to serving the whole week.
Please email Rev. Eric if you are interested or available!
Danville Congregational Church
Justice Series: Discernment and Action
Thursday evenings, Koinonia Hall
Let Justice Roll: Connecting the Dots for Systemic Change
What are the greatest challenges we face in our time? How can we participate in justice
making daily and for a lifetime? Learning and discerning together in community can
support a shared goal to move toward justice and kindness through words and actions.
Our objective is to raise up our own moral agenda to empower the change that will redirect our beloved society to one of caring for one another and the earth that sustains
us. How can our voice reshape our national agenda, and how can we respond in local
action?
We need your help with set up, food, prayer, song… but mostly, we need you to come.
To add depth to our topics, we will read Joseph Stiglitz’s Rewriting the Rules of the
American Economy: An Agenda for Growth and Shared Prosperity – and prepare to be the
change we yearn to see. Copies are available in the church office for $10, and will be
available at the course.
May 25: Population, Resources, and Global Warming, led by Charles Hartmann
June 1: Food, Agriculture, and Sustainability, led by Sarah Robinson-Bertoni
June 8: Education (leader TBA)
All are welcome! RSVP appreciated to Bill Williams at jpbillwilliams70@gmail.com.
Course Coordinating Committee and Advisors: Gail Doering, Bette Felton, Charles Hartmann,
Bob Howell, Janis Jang, John Klassen, Sarah Robinson-Bertoni, Eric Sherlock, Bill Williams
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FAITH JOURNEYS RECOMMENDED READ
The Underground Railroad, by Colson Whitehead. “Winner of the
Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award, the #1 New York Times
bestseller from Colson Whitehead is a magnificent tour de force
chronicling a young slave’s adventures as she makes a desperate bid for
freedom in the antebellum South.
“Like the protagonist of Gulliver’s Travels, Cora encounters different
worlds at each stage of her journey—hers is an odyssey through time as
well as space. As Whitehead brilliantly re-creates the unique terrors for black people
in the pre–Civil War era, his narrative seamlessly weaves the saga of America from
the brutal importation of Africans to the unfulfilled promises of the present day. The
Underground Railroad is at once a kinetic adventure tale of one woman;s ferocious
will to escape the horrors of bondage and a shattering, powerful meditation on the
history we all share.”
—Amazon.com

LOOKING AHEAD
The Danville Congregational Church Annual Meeting and Luncheon will be June
11 following worship. Please join us as we share highlights from the previous church
year, give thanks for our leaders who served over the past year, and install our new
team for the year to come.
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Olive Circle
Greeters: Marianne Clark, Donny Woo
Ushers: Larry Berlin, Chris Evans, Bruce Hixon, Kathie Hixon
Candle Lighter: Michiyo Laing
Friendship Hosts: Barbara Carrillo, Marianne Clark, Margie Czajkowski,
Kathie Hixon, Michiyo Laing, Mary Kay McClure
Flowers: Kathie and Bruce Hixon
Today’s flowers are in honor of our 2017 high school and college graduates
Next week’s host circle is Pine Circle. Please call or email the office,
office@danvillechurch.org, with information by noon on Wednesday, May 24.

Godly Play Ministers: Nan Karns, Sereen Mahmood, Anne Seiler
Lock-Up Duty: Tom Sonnemann
Sound Technician: Randy Jang

Worship Staff
Rev. Gail Doering, Interim Senior Minister
Rev. Eric Sherlock, Associate Minister
John Kendall Bailey, Music Director
Mary Deauclaire, Handbell Director
Jessika Suter, Nursery Attendant
Support Staff
Lynda Manstrom, Office Manager
Jennifer Uhlich, Office Assistant

The DCC Prayer Team prays daily for those in need of prayers.
If you would like to submit a prayer request for yourself or someone else,
contact a pastor or send an email to prayers@danvillechurch.org.
All requests are kept confidential unless specified otherwise.

Janice Inman, Dayspring Preschool Director
www.dayspringpreschool.org

Danville Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
989 San Ramon Valley Blvd., Danville CA 94526-4020
Phone: (925) 837-6944
www.danvillechurch.org

