
Sister Parish Guatemala Representatives Meeting

                   September 9-10, 2017

For  the  September  2017  Guatemala
Representatives  Meeting,  we  had  the
opportunity to travel to visit the  catholic
community  of  Santo  Domingo  Guzman
in  Chichipate,  El  Estor,  Izabal.  Santo
Domingo Guzman is linked with the St.
Thomas  Lutheran  Church  in
Bloomington,  Indiana.  The  Chichipate
community  was  more  than  excited  to
receive brothers and sisters representing
various  Sister  Parish  Guatemala
communities. 

Attendees

Las Margaritas II: Angel Caal
Tierra Nueva II: Eluvia Morales, Rosario

Muñoz, Francisca Hernández, 
Miriam Vásquez

Tierra Nueva I: Rosa Bay, Mayra Jordan 
Carlos Alvarez
Irene Alonzo, Lorena Ramirez

Chichipate: Victor Chub, Juventino, Luis
Bac, Adolfo Bac, Pedro Tiul,
Maria Chub, Santo Domingo
church committee

Chontalá: Juana Mejia, Sebastiana 
Chumil

UPAVIM: Dina Velásquez, Pahola Chumil, Estela Wamuch, Concepción Mateo, Celestina 
Elias, Esperanza López

San Andrés: Lety Siquinajay, Luis Tala, Basilia Popol, Nicolas Segura, Lucia Tala
Sister Parish Staff: Brian Tyler 



Sister Parish News and Events

Sister Parish communities are organizing for our annual Solidarity Walks.  Guatemala 
representatives held their Solidarity Walk on September 9 in Chichipate and El Salvador 
representatives will hold theirs on December 2 in Zaragoza, where Sister Parish member community
ACOMUJERZA is located.  This year’s theme is “Embracing Our Neighbors,” an invitation to 
reflect on how our faith calls us to live in community with others. Once we start to truly see each 
other, we understand that we are not strangers at all.  We really are neighbors, intertwined together 
in this world.

Please join us this year!  There are a number of ways you can participate and support our work to 
build community across borders.

 Organize a “Solidarity Walk” or a “Solidarity Encounter”, a lunch, or other event to raise 

awareness about Sister Parish in your community.

 Sponsor the Solidarity Walk in Guatemala and El Salvador. You can pledge to support the 

walkers from your partner community. All funds donated to this walk will be used for 
community visits and activities in Guatemala and El Salvador. 

 Share our fundraiser page with your friends and family. 

Educational Topic: Mining and its Effects on Land Rights

This year the representatives visted a nearby
community to hear more about the local
experiences in defending land rights affected
by mining. We visited the community “30 of
June Sechaj”, which was established about half
a mile from Chichipate by  former Chichipate
residents. The 30 of June community members
settled a piece of land that “legally” was
property of the CGN mine that works in the
area. The land and the mine’s operating
license, however, had been given to the mining
company without proper consultation with the
local inhabitants.  Consultation with
indigenous commuinties on large-scale projects that affect their territory is required by the Peace 
Accords and internatinoal law. Community members shared their story from the past seven years.  
Seven years of violent attempts to scare the inhabitants and remove them from the land and seven 
years that the community has been trying to secure their land rights. The community is now legally 
recognized in the municipal census and the National Land Registry and is in the process of installing
plumbing and electricity. If you would like more information please see our article in the Sister 
Parish 2017 Newsletter.  Contact us to be added to our mailing list.
 

https://www.razoo.com/team/Wlkjyf
https://www.razoo.com/us/story/Solidarity-Walk-In-Guatemala-And-El-Salvador
https://www.razoo.com/us/story/Solidarity-Walk-In-Guatemala-And-El-Salvador


Guatemala Directiva Meeting

 During the meeting, the Guatemala Directiva and representatives:
 Discussed plans for 2018 representatives meeting
 Reviewed project proposals and advised projects on necessary changes.

Notes for Upcoming Events

The next representatives meeting is tentatively planned for February 24 &25  or April 14 & 15. The 
dates will later be confirmed by staff, depending on delegation schedules for the 2018 year.

We are busy planning delegations for 2018.  Please contact staff and your sister community about 
delegation plans so we can make sure to add you to our calendar.


