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Letter from El Salvador: Carlos Quintanilla Morales —Guarjila

Carlos, third from right, with the El Salvador
Directiva at their September meeting.

I want in a very heart-felt way to give infinite
gratitude to Sister Parish churches in the US for the
unconditional support that they have given to the communities in
the north of Chalatenango [and now recently in La Libertad], El
Salvador. I make special reference to the community of
Guarjila, a community that has received and still receives the
blessing of being paired with people from whom springs the true
meaning of solidarity,
not only in words but also as
demonstrated by all the actions they perform daily. Drawing on
this solidarity, we—youth, professionals, and the community in
general—feel a moral commitment to continue fighting; because
their examples are worthy to imitate.

I look forward to joining hands again soon. When we do, we
shall form a human wall that no doubt will be stronger than any wall built of iron and cement that prevents us
from sharing warmth with human beings; and we will continue to see each other as brothers and sisters, as
sons and daughters of one God. All this will be possible when each of us recognizes the true meaning of
solidarity or simply sees the other as the same, regardless of race, religion, color, or social class. ~SP

Interview with Irene Luz Alonzo Hernández de Gil, Tierra Nueva I
SP Executive Director Carrie Stengel recently
interviewed Irene Luz Alonzo Hernandez de Gil of
Tierra Nueva I. We print part of that discussion
below, starting with a message from Irene to
Guatemala’s sister communities in the US.

In the capital, there is a lot of violence. There
are so many deaths because of crime. At a certain
time at night, you can’t go out anymore because you
are afraid of these people that take away what little
you have. It is so hard to find work now and they
come and take away what little you have earned.
They hurt people physically, but whole families
suffer as well because sometimes they kill people to
rob them and that person’s family suffers the loss of
their loved one.
We are also worried about what is happening
to our planet. We don’t always act the way we
should. Trees are cut down to make room for more
houses and the population keeps growing. We

Greetings and hugs to all in the North. Thank you
for sistering with us. Thanks be to God we can
communicate and I have met some of you in
person. I wish you all the best with your family and
community. May God grant you many blessings.
We hope to see you here soon. —Irene
*******
What would you like to share about the current
reality in your community?

(Continued on page 2)
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Irene Luz Alonzo Hernández de Gil on Guatemala and Sister Parish
attention.
There are a lot of
unregulated trash dumps.
The
garbage truck comes to pick up
garbage, but not very often. The
garbage piles up, it smells and
when it rains, the rains take it away.
The kids get sick and their parents
bring them to the health clinic, but
there is no money for medicine.
There is even someone who lives in
the trash dump.
People are
organizing to demand that the
municipality
schedule
more
frequent trash pick-ups.

Guatemalan community representatives gather to build solidarity among themselves
and to fortify mutual support between Guatemala and the US.

(Continued from page 1)

pollute our water, our air. That’s why there are so
many changes in the climate that we are seeing now.
We see pollution, but also the rains aren’t the same
anymore. Now there are clouds, but it doesn’t rain
like it used to. The same with the volcanoes – now
the volcanoes are erupting so often.
Mining
operations have polluted the rivers. We need water
to drink but you can’t even wash clothes in the rivers
anymore because of the pollution. Dead fish have
been showing up. Our lakes are also filling with
garbage and pollution because we are irresponsible.
Some people are organizing to improve
garbage collection in our community, but there are
only a few people working on this. One or two
people raise their voice but most people don’t pay

What
does
your
sistering
relationships mean to you?
Our partner relationship
means a lot to me. I know that our
brothers and sisters are thinking
about us and our needs.
For
example, our son recently had an
accident and we need prayers. And

God wants us to love each other, not
because we have special interests, but
because we share pure love, the way
God loves us.
that’s how it is for others. We know that our
brothers and sisters in the North are supporting us in
prayer. It is the same here. They are always in our
prayers. It’s not for money. More than anything it’s
because this is what God wants for us. God wants us
to love each other, not because we have special
interests, but because we share pure love, the way
God loves us. ~SP

Thinking about your own delegation plans for 2018 and 2019? Remember
that Sister Parish is still offering $500 scholarships to churches. Churches
are free to use it in whatever way best supports their ability to mount a
delegation. Contact David at usoffice@sisterparish.org or Carrie at
ed@sisterparish.org for details.
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Decorah’s Delegation to Potrerillos Focuses on
Youth, Worship, Fellowship, and Language
—Rev. John Caldwell
I suppose that most delegations
develop a theme or two that run through the
whole experience. Youth involvement was
one of those themes on our July 7-17
delegation to Potrerillos, El Salvador. Four
of our seven delegates were youth; so we all
experienced a great deal through the eyes of
young people. We also found that we related
more to the young people in Potrerillos than
we had on the last couple of delegations.
Of course, there was also a religious
theme. We had asked for opportunities to
worship with the community, and Potrerillos
delivered, with four worship services in the
nine days we spent in El Salvador! The first
was the inaugural mass of Cardinal Gregorio
Rosa Chávez in the cathedral in San
Salvador. The excitement that Salvadorans Back, from left: Guy Nave and Rev. John Caldwell; Front, from left: Ezri
feel at having one of their own as a bishop of
Dowden, Sydney Nave, Alexander Nave, and Landan Folkedahl.
cardinal rank was palpable! We were
introduced at the Saturday evening mass at the newly renovated church in Potrerillos. On Sunday we
attended mass with the community of Arcatao. (Three masses in two days!) We were feeling pretty
religious by then; but we weren’t done.. Later in the week, we attended an evangelical service in
Potrerillos, led by a Korean missionary. So we experienced a cross-section of faith life in El Salvador.
We also spent a lot of time in fellowship with various parts of the community in Potrerillos. We
played softball with the women, who graciously put our delegation on both teams instead of playing
against us! We went fishing and enjoyed a fish-fry and picnic. We spent a day at the beach. We even got
to color with kids at the day care center.
Some of our best times were not
planned: singing after a shared meal, a bus
ride home from the beach with young and old
competing in telling jokes, late-night youth
basketball games under the street lights, and
of course time with our host families, talking
and taking part in daily activities.

Guy Nave of Decorah arrives safe at third base in a softball game
with the women of Potrerillos, El Salvador.
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In Sister Parish we often note just how
much people who do not speak each other’s
language can communicate. And it’s true. But
it is also true that learning—and continuing to
learn—the language of our host community
not only widens the possibilities for building
relationships. It also makes us more than
ordinary tourists, and shows that we are
serious about really understanding them, and
committed to being in relationship for the
long run. ~SP

Sister Parish, Inc.
Rudy Bretschneider, Danville, on 2017 Delegation to San Antonio
Living in people’s homes and experiencing
how they live life on a day-to-day basis and how
they get through—that changed my perspective.
There’s a lot more going on in the world than I
knew. What’s going on in Guatemala is beyond our
understanding because we don’t hear or see
anything about it. We don’t know the history of
Guatemala; or I didn’t. I didn’t know the history of
it. And from what I learned, there’s a lot of
responsibility...
I thought my mission in life was if I can put
money towards it, then I would feel better. But when
I found that I could give my time, try to converse,
try to make a connection, even without being able to
speak the language, that was so much more
valuable. To make a smile appear on someone else’s
face, to get an understanding from one another, it
was beyond belief. There were human connections
everywhere. And I came away with a sense of their
resilience. It changed the way I think. My time is
more valuable when I try to actually share my life

Danville delegates with host family in San Antonio, Guatemala.

and incorporate it with your life. That is the
connection that we all need. That’s what I got out of
this and it was a wonderful experience. It gave me a
great perspective on life in general. ~SP

Learning the Art of Resistance: St. Joan of Arc and Tierra Nueva 2
Rita Nohner, of St. Joan of Arc Catholic Community
in Minneapolis, addressed her congregation after
their Spring 2017 Delegation to Tierra Nueva 2, with
whom they have been in a sistering relationship for
over 20 years. The following is excerpted from a
longer piece that can be found on our blog at
sisterparish.org.

The look she gave us was so gentle and
maternal. So concerned about us being worried for
them. Eluvia simply nodded and smiled. And with
that, I felt my heart torn in two. Those two women,
Miriam and Eluvia, are the strongest, most heroic
women I know. The way they get up every day,
facing
extreme
challenges,
Our final few
yet ready to
hours in Tierra Nueva That's why I was there, I guess. God is giving me
take on the
2 were spent in retreat the opportunity, with each visit to Guatemala, to
world,
is
with
the
SP
deepen my faith. To learn perseverance.
Committee.
There
incredibly
were lots of tears as
humbling to
we said goodbye and
me. I don't
lots of promises to hold one another in our hearts and know where Eluvia finds her joy. Well, I do. In her
faith. That's where she and Miriam find the strength
prayers.
After the van arrived and we got loaded, to keep pushing on when all the odds seem stacked
Miriam and Eluvia stood on the concrete, looking in against them.
That's why I was there, I guess. God is giving
at us and smiling. Then Miriam asked Carrie to
translate for her to give us one final message. She me the opportunity, with each visit to Guatemala, to
told us, “We know you are worried about us because deepen my faith. To learn perseverance. To regain
of the violence we live with. But don't worry about perspective.
us. We know how to struggle. We were born for
Many of us here in Minnesota and throughout
this.”
(Continued on page 5)
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Chichipate and other Guatemalan Communities Wrestle with Mining
The El Estor mine (located in El Estor, Izabal,
four miles away from the Sister Parish community
Chichipate) is the largest nickel mine in Guatemala.
The mine is operated by Compañía Guatemalteca de
Níquel S.A., a Guatemalan subsidiary historically
owned by Canadian transnational mining companies,
but more recently sold to a Russian company. The
mine began operations in the 1960s without the
consent of local indigenous communities. Over the
years, local communities have had conflicts with the
mine over land disputes, violent evictions and
repression, environmental pollution, and employment
issues.
The mining company was originally granted a
40-year contract by the Guatemalan government and
upon entrance, confiscated ancestral lands of the
Maya Q’eqchi’ people and denied access to public
lands on which local community members had tried
to settle. The mine was linked to and benefitted from
massacres, evictions, and assassinations carried out
in the area during the war in Guatemala until it shut
down in 1982. Now, the surrounding communities
have an unclear legal claim to their ancestral lands,
for which many never had land titles. People are
prohibited from buying or settling lands that the local
population never agreed could be mined.
Since the mining companies announced
renewed interest in re-opening, the mine has once
again been a contested site.
In 2006, the
International Labour Organization, an agency of the

United Nations, ruled that Guatemala had breached
international law by granting the Fenix mining
concession without first consulting with local Mayan
people.
On September 27, 2009, local leader and
teacher Adolfo Ich Chaman was brutally murdered.
The locals say that the mine’s private security guards
murdered him. On the same day, community member
German Chub Choc was shot, also by a member of
the mine’s security forces. In 2011, 11 local women
filed a case against mining and state security forces
accusing them of rape during a 2007 forced eviction
in the community of Lote 8. The mine denies any
responsibility in all three cases. Charges have been
filed in Guatemalan and Canadian courts as the
victims and their families seek justice.
Along with these three cases there are
numerous other reports of injustices committed by
the mining company. Since mining operations
renewed, the local communities have noticed a shift
in crop reproduction and pollution. This year,
fisherman denounced pollution in Lake Izabal and
the Río Dulce that they fear will affect the fish
populations and their livelihood. Local communities
have also expressed concern about contaminated
drinking water sources.
For more information on mining projects in
Guatemala or other countries you can go to our blog
at www.sisterparish.org/blog. ~SP

Learning the Art of Resistance
(Continued from page 4)

our country, face great challenges in the
days and years ahead. The values we
cherish and the Gospel we know – one of
justice and mercy and love – are ours to
keep or to lose. We must persevere. We
must not lose hope. We will find our
strength in each other and in God.
And when our energy flags and it
seems like we can't face losing one more
battle, we need only turn our eyes south to
Guatemala. For 500+ years the people
have fought for justice. Let us learn the art
of resistance from them. Let us push on in
our building of the Kingdom. God is with
us and has given us each other. We are
yoke mates and so the burden is made
light. ~SP

St. Joan of Arc (Minneapolis) and Tierra Nueva 2 (Guatemala) have walked
together for over 20 years and continue to inspire each other.
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Board of Directors President Nancy Wiens Reports On Activities
Year-Round Board activities

The board's role is to support the
Executive Director and staff in leading
the organization; upholding our
mission and vision; and intensely
pursuing Sister Parish’s well-being
and growth. Our priorities include:
—Healthy linkages: The board and
staff are working on initiatives to
maintain the health of existing
linkages and to welcome new ones.

First United Methodist Church of Decorah hosted Tom Pouliot, Nancy Wiens,
Mike Spellman, Ginnie Berge, Luis Cuyun, and Maria Van Der Maaten
at the April Board meeting.

—Funding oversight: Sister Parish
satisfactorily meets our expenses and
also maintains a reserve fund for
“rainy days.” To ensure continued
financial stability, we are teaming with
staff to promote and encourage
Solidarity Walk fundraisers this fall.

—The Role of advocacy: The Northern
board and Southern directivas feel
strongly that our organization should be a moral and
ethical leader on issues related to Sister Parish values
-- issues that impact all of our lives in the South and
the North. To ensure that we make our collective
voice heard in an appropriate way, we are currently
drawing up advocacy guidelines for staff and board
members.

One of the things I love about Sister Parish is its
ability to build and celebrate community. The sense
of fellowship and belonging generated by the simple
act of connecting and sharing stories with others
resonates with me and sustains me. All the Sister
Parish board members reach out as often as we can to
those who are part of Sister Parish. As a result, we
have seen and experienced community on many
levels, both at board meetings and in outreach.

—Visa and entry process: Recent Presidential
orders regarding visas have caused concern. Staff and
board continue to monitor the impact on our
delegates, and we are working to outline contingency
procedures.

Board Meeting in Decorah

The board held its April two-day meeting in
Decorah, Iowa, hosted by the Sister Parish
community of First United Methodist Church. On our
way south from the Twin Cities, several of us enjoyed
a brief but memorable visit with former board
member Sarah Jerde and her family in Rochester. In
addition to the usual board business, we stayed in
people's homes and gathered at church services,
fellowship activities, and pot luck dinners to share
stories and get to know each other. It was especially
meaningful to meet several delegates prior to their
trip to their sister community in Potrerillos, El
Salvador. I always leave these board meetings
feeling blessed to have gained new friends and
exchanged so much love, energy, and good will.

—Long-range planning: Given our changing
environment, even the best of long-range plans
cannot remain static. We continue to assess
challenges and explore strategies that will lead us into
the future.

Outreach

The board works hard to stay connected with the
many communities within Sister Parish. During our
April board meeting, we reached out to delegates,
Central American Directiva members, and Sister
Parish Staff. Several St. Joan of Arc delegates from
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Nancy Wiens Reports On Board Activities
(West Fargo, ND), a long-time Sister Parish
supporter who ended her six-year board service this
summer. Ginnie’s steadfast support, contributions,
and good cheer have been an incredible boon to
Sister Parish. Thank you Ginnie!
This fall, Bruce Sherman (Seattle, WA) joins
the board. His skills, wisdom, and Sister Parish
experience will be a great addition to the board.
Welcome Bruce!

(Continued from page 6)

Minnesota talked about their intense time of living in
community, where their questions changed from
"How can we give?” to "How do we receive the joy,
energy, and love of the TNII community?” Directiva
member Carlos Quintanilla (from Guarjila, El
Salvador) told us that Guarjila's relationship with
Wallingford United Methodist Church in Seattle
makes Guarjila better able to develop leaders and
that, "Sister Parish is the heart of Guarjila." Tom
Pouliot (board member from Wallingford) pointed
out that it goes both ways and Wallingford delegates
who return from Guarjila are inspired to do justice.

Currently the board has empty seats and
we are looking for people to join us in our mission
to connect communities across borders. If you
want to learn more about this opportunity,
contact Carrie Stengel at ed@sisterparish.org.

Board Membership

In April, we said goodbye to Ginnie Berge

Prayer Requests: Thank you for including these in your prayers






From Guarjila: for the Dubon family on the
death of Santos and David Guardado, that they
may rest in peace. And for Armando Marin,
whose mother, Jesus Marin, passed away on
August 27. May God hold her in his glory.
From Los Ranchos: for Herlinda Serrano,
Francisca Guardado, and Cupertino, all of whom
passed in August, and for members of the
community who are ill.
From Potrerillos: for the health of Marta de
Monge as she recuperates after chemotherapy.







From San Andrés Itzapa: For Axel Tuz, for the
healing of wounds and the disappearance of bad
spirits. And for Luis Tala and the entire Tuz and
Tala families.
From San Antonio Catholic Community:
Prayers as they build a new church of their own.
From Tierra Nueva 2: Prayers for the late
Gilberto Toribio and for his loved ones.
From Guatemala: Prayers for new mother Carrie
Stengel and her family.

Solidarity Walks Raise Money to Support our Work
Our communities in Guatemala just held their
Solidarity Walk and Saint Joan of Arc (Minneapolis)
marched in sync with them. Salvadoran Communities
will gather to walk on December 2, marking the
anniversary of the murder of four US missionaries in
1980.
Southern communities walk to show solidarity
with those of us who live in the north. And they ask
us to demonstrate solidarity with them and to raise
funds for the organization that facilitates our
linkages. The Solidarity Walk is Sister Parish’s
primary fundraiser of the year and also an opportunity
for raising the profile of your committee among your
congregation. Instead of a walk, some churches have
Guatemalan c ommunities gathered for a Solidarity Walk chosen to organize dinners, music and dance
in September. They ask us all to join them.

(Continued on page 8)
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Solidarity Walks Support the Mission
(Continued from page 7)

performances, auctions and art sales, and even walk
-a-thons on treadmills in order to raise money for
Sister Parish and their local committee’s work.
The 2017 planning guide, a flyer to advertise the
walk in your community, and a pledge sheet are
available at www.sisterparish.org. There you
can also find instructions on setting up your own
fund-raising page.
If you are not having a Solidarity Walk or other
event of your own, please consider supporting the
Central American walks via the link on our home
page.
All proceeds of the Central American walks go
to support Central American operations on the
ground: visiting member communities, facilitating
communications between them and their northern
sister parish, and helping sistered communities
develop sustainable joint projects. We do all this
on a shoestring budget; but we do depend on
fundraising to get it done. Every dollar counts.

Thank you!

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Community (Minneapolis)
held their 2017 Solidarity Walk in September.

Sister Parish Inc.
PO Box 100
Newtown, CT 06470
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