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“God is giving me the  

opportunity, with each visit  

to Guatemala, to deepen my faith. 

To learn perseverance.  

To regain perspective.”   

— Rita Nohner 

PO BOX 100 

Newtown, CT  06470 

(612) 326-4361  

www.sisterparish.org 

Our Mission 

   Sister Parish exists to foster mutual understanding and commitment to peace and justice    

   among people in the United States and Central America. This objective is pursued through  

   intentional linking between churches and Christian communities in the United States and in  

   Central America. Delegation travel to the North and South with home stays is an essential  

   aspect in enhancing awareness and understanding, and in nurturing closer relationships.  

Our Vision 

   We believe the Kingdom of God is already present but not complete, and the liberating Gospel  

   calls us to work together to build this Kingdom through: consciousness-raising, solidarity,  

   reconciliation, and ecumenism.  



   

   “[The delegation] changed the way I think. My time is more  

   valuable when I try to actually share my life and incorporate it  

   with your life. That is the human connection that we all need.”      

                                                                     -Rudy Bretschneider 



      Writing the annual letter can be a  

challenge, not due to a lack of material, but  

because there are too many stories to share.  

And all of the stories touch on big themes like 

migration, the reality of privilege, economic 

and environmental injustices, the power of 

prayer, and the strength of the human heart. 

      So I will write about this:  We are all  

inextricably linked — economically, politically, 

ecologically, and spiritually. We can’t always 

see this.  Maybe we lead solitary lives or we  

focus on the local most of the time (or the  

national headlines even more).  Maybe we are 

just trying to get by day-to-day with our work 

and our families.  But I do believe that all  

living things are connected and I believe that 

Sister Parish helps illuminate this.   

      Through shared experiences with interna- 

 

 

 

-tional partner communities, our hearts grow.  

Our perspectives grow.  Our sense of family 

grows. Our consciousness of injustice grows. 

Our capacity to take action grows. And the 

world becomes smaller.   At the most intimate, 

arguably most important, level, we can see 

how we, as human beings, are all connected. 

Hate that feeds on ignorance cannot penetrate 

this knowledge once we hold it firmly in our 

heart. 

      As delegate Karin Grosscup from Minneso-

ta wrote about her delegation experience, “We 

are humbled by the courage, grace and dignity 

of the people we have met, especially in  

coming to understand the impact of economic 

injustices on people we have come to love…

When we meet and come to know each other, 

our hearts touch and we begin to see how we... 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“We shall form a 
human wall that 
no doubt will be 

stronger than any 
wall built of iron 
and cement that 
prevents us from 
sharing warmth 

as human beings”  

 
- Carlos  

Quintanilla 
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   Letter from Executive Director 



      Our sistering relationships are not perfect.  

They are not always easy.  But I really do  

believe that the moments of connection, when 

God’s light shines through, make them worth 

the effort.  These moments mean we are more 

likely to choose love over hate.  I pray we 

choose love every time, not a sentimental,  

surface love, but a deep love, one that will  

accept nothing less than justice. 

     Thank you for being part of our community 

of growing, ever-connected hearts. 

                                                        - Carrie Stengel  

“I think we came  

here to receive the  

love of Jesus sharing  

our lives together  

and letting God’s  

power touch us. We  

are different people  

as we leave.” 

- Karin Grosscup  

 

affect each other.  It seems to me that is why 

we are always being called in the gospels  

toward justice.  It is when there is mutuality in 

our relationships that God’s light shines 

through.”   

      On a cold February morning, I visited 

Gitchiwaa Kateri Indian Church in Minneap-

olis with St Joan of Arc and Pedro and Olga 

from Tierra Nueva II, Guatemala. The mass at 

Gichitwaa Kateri is special – interweaving 

Lakota and Ojibwe traditions with the Catholic 

mass, from saging, to an altar of bear skin, to 

the prayers of the people.  After the mass, the 

two delegates, crying, told us that the mass re-

minded them of their grandparents and the old 

ways that have been lost in Guatemala for 

many realities that also mirror those present in 

Minnesota.  Pedro said, “Sometimes I forget 

where I come from.  The mass reminded me of 

where I come from – it reminded me of who I 

am.”   

     As our hearts grow and our knowledge 

grows, the spirit grows among us.  And we can 

no longer deny our connectedness.  
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   Letter from Executive Director (continued) 



United States 
Nancy Wiens 

Tom Pouliot 

Michael Spellman 

Ginnie Berge 

Luis Cuyun 

Maria Van Der Maaten 

 

Guatemala 

Jorge Luis Talaloj 

Paul Quiroz 

Victor Chun Chub 

Concepcion Mateo 

Pahola Chumil 

Irene Gil 

 

El Salvador 
Carlos Quintanilla 

Marleny Henríquez 

Consuelo Ayala 

Aquileo Dubón  

Carlos Orellana 

Ana Morales 
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2017 Sister Parish Inc. Board of Directors and Directivas 

f  
   2017 Sister Parish, Inc. Staff 

Guatemala Regional Coordinator—Brian Tyler                   United States Regional Coordinator—David Ericson 

El Salvador Regional Coordinator—Julieta Borja                Executive Director—Carrie Stengel 



   

   “By going South, we acknowledge that our brothers and sisters  

   have something to teach us about life, about faith, and about  

   relationship, and that through the experience of immersion,  

   we might receive unexpected love and grace from people  

   who were once strangers.”                                  - Eric Sherlock 



      Do you have any words that just seem to resonate with 

you? Words you catch yourself using over and over again, be-

cause once you’ve started to use them, they suddenly seem to 

fit your personal or professional beliefs and experiences per-

fectly? I was first exposed to the words and concepts of 

“solidarity” and “consciousness-raising” through Sister Parish. 

For me, these words, and their concepts, have become core 

pieces of me, my work, and my goals. As I learned Spanish, 

these words—solidaridad and concientización—became even 

more vibrant to me, because, through Sister Parish, I now had 

people and movements I connected to the words, not just an 

abstract idea or understanding of the definition of each word.  

      Sister Parish relationships promote understanding of the 

challenges and issues that we face, in both the North and the 

South. Corruption, impunity, drug abuse, violence, hunger, 

contaminated water, climate change effects, lack of funding 

for healthcare and education—these are problems faced by 

communities and community members in both the North and 

the South. Through long-term relationships we share in each 

other’s struggles and rejoice in each other’s victories; we stand 

together to promote positive social change, recognizing that 

being aware or conscious of an issue is only half the battle. We 

owe it to each other, our brothers and sisters in our hermana-

mientos and the extended Sister Parish family, to join in soli-

darity in these struggles for justice.  
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   Letter from the Board President  



      Today in the U.S., Guatemala, and El Salvador, we face  

political, economic, and environmental uncertainty. In spite of 

this uncertainty, however, we celebrate that as a result of the  

Sister Parish network, we are supported and accompanied in our  

struggles; and our victories, however small, are celebrated in and 

across our communities. In recent weeks, we celebrate El  

Salvador’s democratic elections and commitment to maintain its 

moratorium on mining concessions.  In Guatemala, we stand 

with survivors to ensure that ex-dictator Ríos Montt’s legacy is 

his genocide conviction, not his “service” in the military, as a  

member of Congress, or as President. In the U.S. we know as we 

march for the rights of immigrants, refugees, women, people of 

color, and many others under the current administration, we do 

so because we are inspired by the activism of our brothers and 

sisters in the South and often as a result of the lessons they have 

taught us. Consciousness-raising and solidarity are core  

components of Sister Parish, but for me, and others in the Sister 

Parish family, they are core components of how we live and why 

we take action. May we stay active and inspired by one another in 

our work for justice and for love in our own communities, in our 

hermanamientos, in the Sister Parish family, in our countries, 

and in our world. 

- Maria Van Der Maaten   
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   Letter from the Board President (continued) 



   

   “In Guatemala, when we think of the United States we think of the dollar and luxury.  

   But the reality is very different.  Both citizens and migrants in the United States go  

   through hardships and challenges to get work and housing.  They don’t show this in the  

   movies. It saddened me but showed me how our sisters and brothers serve others.  We  

   learned to start serving people in our community and to dignify them.”   

                                                               - UPAVIM participants on a delegation to the U.S. 



Income                                                

Donations             $ 35,510 

Projects                 $ 32,248 

Delegations          $ 37,755 

Member Fees       $ 12,000 

Grants                    $   6,933 

Other                      $      885 

 

 

 

Total                $ 125,331 

 

This report does not reflect  

the generous in-kind donations  

from our all-volunteer board and 

other individuals, or Sister Parish 

assets and liabilities.  

   Financial Report 2017 

Expense                                                

Delegations          $ 19,965 

Projects                 $ 32,248 

Personnel             $ 55,652 

Operations           $   4,741 

Assemblies           $   2,777  

Facilities               $   1,940 

Administrative    $   1,407 

Publications         $   1,283 

Miscellaneous      $        15 

Total                $ 120,028 

Management,
administration

Fundraising,
publications

Program



Heroes 

Alan and Shannon Jones 

Amy Webber 

Arlene Reed 

David Ericson 

Donald Hall 

Faith+ Journey Lutheran Church 

Greg Huang-Dale 

Leslie Knoblauch 

Louise Eidsmoe 

M Patricia Davis 

Nancy Wiens and Rick Nelson 

 

Diane Pittman 

Dirk Klick 

Donna Pittman 

Evalynn Welling 

Gary Wiens 

Greg Lukens 

Ina Mairi Osborn 

Jacqueline Thompson 

James Mong 

Jean Heberle 

John Reinhardt 

Joseph Moore  

Kent Peterson 

Margaret P Hasselman 

Mathew Terribile 

Meghan Grossman 

Melinda Ahler 

Melissa Dalum 

Richard Chamiec-Case 

Robert Swensen 

Rose Vogan 

Sara Webber Laczo 

Timothy Q Moore 

Friends 

Anita Rapone 

Bonnie Sainio 

Bright Funds 

Carol Krush 

Carol Ries 

Dawn Isaacs 

Deborah Bishop 

Deborah Schmidt 

Debra J Nelson 

Dennis Callahan 

Don Creighton 

Dorothy Howell 

Dory Sjoblom 

Douglas J Rodel 

Elizabeth Lebakken 

Elizabeth Simpson 

Francine Sheppard 

Francisca Hanson 

Irene Thommes 

J J Malone 

James B Stengel 

James Thommes 

 

   2017 Sister Parish Donors 

Ross Starkson and Katharine Malaga 

Sarah Jerde 

Vicki and Peter Schmidt 

 

Pace Setters 

Anne Schepers Rogotzke 

Barbara Dale 

Brenda Frie 

Bruce Sherman 

Cathryn Burrell 

Claire Whelan 

Deborah Faber 

We apologize for any errors or omissions.  Please  

contact us with corrections or suggestions. Thank you.  



Jan Nohner 

Janice D. Young 

Janith Arseneau 

Jason P Haugland 

Jean Hartman 

Joan M Engelsgaard 

Joanne Jokela 

Karen Orren 

Karin Grosscup 

Kathy Houston 

Ken Simmons 

Lori McNelis Savre 

Marcy F. Simon 

Margaret Feil 

Margaret L. Mazzaferro 

Mark Stengel 

Mark T Scannell 

Martha L Prentice 

Mary Ahler 

Mary Ellen Olson 

Michael M Holm 

Miriam Eisele 

Norma Bappe 

Patricia Gavan-Gordon 

Patrick Branigan 

Priscilla J Herbison 

Richard Behling 

Richard Derrenbacher 

Robert Jackson 

Robert P Patterson 

Roy Blackwood  

Sandra Heidemann 

Shirley Sailors 

Therese Zink 

Tia Karelson 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who donated time and  

in-kind gifts to the Sister Parish mission.  

Special thanks to Gary Larson for the  

accounting and to LifeImage LLC for  

their photographs and expertise. 
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Christ Episcopal Church  

San Andrés Itzapa Episcopal Community 

 

Danville Congregational Church  

San Antonio Catholic Church 

 

Faith Lutheran Church 

San Marcos Evangelista, Tierra Nueva I 

 

First Lutheran Church of Duluth  

San Antonio Los Ranchos 

 

Trinity Episcopal Church   

San José la Montaña 

 

FUMC Decorah 

Potrerillos 

 

FUMC Downers Grove   

UPAVIM 

 

Wallingford United Methodist Church 

Guarjila 
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St. Joan of Arc Catholic Community  

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church 

Tierra Nueva II 

 

St. Thomas Lutheran Church 

Santo Domingo de Guzmán, Chichipate 
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   2017 Sister Parish Member Communities 
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Catholic Community of  

St. Francis of Assisi  

Las Margaritas II 

 

People of Hope Lutheran Church 

ACOMUJERZA                   

 


