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Services:  
April 14 Palm Sunday 8:30 & 11:00 AM 
April 18 Maundy Thursday 7:00 PM 
April 19 Good Friday Noon & 7:00 PM 
April 21 Easter Day 8:30 & 11:00 AM 

  
 
 
 

Pastor’s Column 
 

Change, Hope, and Resurrection 
 

So. The news is out. Yes, I am planning to retire at the end of June, with my final Sunday set for June 16. 
 

As Marie and I reflected on this major life decision, timing was a major concern. With Kaye’s party on 

January 26, we wanted to avoid drawing attention away from the important spiritual act of bidding her 

farewell after so many years of service. Upon consultation with our bishop, a two-to-six month notice was 

recommended. We settled on mid-March, informing the leadership first (which was done on Sunday, 

March 17) and then the congregation and friends. That letter, which I hope you all received, was emailed 

on Monday, March 18. 
 

Which is all to say that change is coming! Perhaps it is fortunate that this announcement is made during 

Lent. We have another matter to consider in depth as we look to the Passion and Resurrection of our Lord. 

Change is afoot in the coming of spring (finally!), in the yearning and preparing that mark Lent, in the 

anticipation of resurrection at Easter—and in the coming pastoral transition at the end of the Easter 

season. 
 

My final two Sundays are the Day of Pentecost (June 9) and Holy Trinity (June 16). These festivals mark the 

end of the “week of weeks” during which we celebrate the resurrection in all its glory and the beginning of 

“ordinary” time—the Sundays after Pentecost. This long season is for growth in grace as we contemplate 

the preaching, teaching, and works of Christ. 
 

Marie and I will embark upon what we hope to be a long season of growth in grace that will give expression 

to new callings for us. We truly believe that this decision for retirement is a Spirit-led response to new 



vocations of family and creation care. And we truly believe that the Holy Spirit will continue to lead the fine 

servants of Christ at St. Thomas into new ventures of vocation, ministry, and mission through the suffering 

and death that some experience over this transition. It is, for some, a Lent and a Passion. 
 

There will most assuredly be, we believe and trust, a Resurrection to follow. Hope remains our constant 

companion. Change always comes with opportunity. And we look with the eyes of faith for the resurrection 

to come. 
 

I pray for all of you, and we covet your prayers, as change happens all around us. God is with us. And God’s 

promises abide. 
 

Grace, peace, and a blessed Easter to come, 

Pastor Lyle 
 

Let's get together to create a fun and heartfelt retirement/farewell party  
for Pastor Lyle and Marie 
An organizing/planning meeting is scheduled for Sunday, April 14th, between the early  
and late worship services (space TBD by number of people responding).   
St. Thomas members and friends are invited to help create the party and find an area 
where you would enjoy contributing to one or more of the many parts of this upcoming 
celebratory event. 
 

If you have interest and are available to be a part of this initial planning meeting on April 14th, please 
indicate by emailing:  Susan Krieg at susank@stlconline.org  OR  Gayl Laughman at g.a.laugh@comcast.net 
 

Lenten Services Continue: Out of the Waters 
4/3 (MW 4) Noon & 7 Hyphenated Egyptian (Ex. 2:11 – 3:10) 
4/10 (MW 5) Noon & 7 What Is That in Your Hand? (Ex. 3:9 – 4:17) 
4/18 (Maun. Th) 7 pm only Now You Shall See What I will do (Ex. 5:1 – 6:7) 
4/19 (Good Fri) Noon & 7 Reflection on “Out of the Waters” 
 

Simplicity again marks our liturgies and sanctuary during Lent. “Alleluia” disappears, as do the Hymn of 
Praise and the creed. Candles are muted. The baptismal font is empty of water (a symbol of fasting and of 
the traditional use of Lent to prepare people for baptism). And the processional cross and paschal candle 
are removed until Good Friday, putting aside full knowledge of the story as we relive it alongside the 
disciples. 
 

A Multi-faith Worship Service: Celebrating Unity in Our Diversity 
  Sunday, March 31 at 4:30 p.m. 
  Bethel AME Church 
  302 N. Rogers St., Bloomington 
 

The Bloomington Area Interfaith Alliance invites you to join in an interfaith/multi-
faith worship service and fellowship event that celebrates diversity. Faith traditions 

throughout Bloomington come together to celebrate many forms of diversity and how we are unified in 
that diversity. 
 

This seems especially important in these times when violence against people solely because of how they 
worship is on the rise. 



EDUCATION SCHEDULES 
 Sunday School 

 March 31: Regular Sunday School, 9:45 – 10:45 am 

 April 7: Regular Sunday School, 9:45 – 10:45 am 

   Grades 4-6, "Last Supper" 12:30-2:30 

 April 14: Regular Sunday School, 9:45 – 10:45 am 

 April 21: No Classes 

 April 28: Regular Sunday School, 9:45 – 10:45 am 

  
 

Adult Forum  
March 31: Saving Jesus Redux        
April 7: Saving Jesus Redux 
April 14: No Adult Forum 
April 21:  No Adult Forum 
April 28: TBD 
 

First Communion Classes 

“First Communion Classes” are for children who are aged 10 or younger who have not yet participated in 

one of our yearly sessions. The class either prepares children to receive Holy Communion or helps children 

already receiving the sacrament to gain a better understanding. Parents (guardians, baptismal sponsors) 

are invited to attend as well, since children may have questions about the class. 
 

Classes will be held on March 31, April 7, and April 14 following late worship (about 12:30 – 1:30 p.m.) in 

the Conference Room. Please bring along a light lunch. 
 

********************************************************************************************************** 

 
Join us for Easter Breakfast on Sunday, April 21st, from 9:30 am to 11:30 am! 
Easter Breakfast is the annual fundraiser for the STLC Youth Group, with funds going primarily to send 
youth to the ELCA Youth Gathering. In 2021, we will be heading to Minneapolis, MN!  
Join us for quiche, breakfast casseroles, French toast casserole, sausage, baked goodies, and beverages. 
You’ll have a delicious breakfast                AND support the youth of STLC all at the same time! 
 
 
Youth Group    5:30-7:30 pm at STLC 
April 14 – Easter Breakfast Planning 
April 28 – Earth Day Celebration 

 
 
 



 
Dear Members of St. Thomas, 
 
One of the joys of life in ministry with IU students is walking alongside as they discover that place to which 
God calls them to preach the gospel in a way best suited for their baptismal gifts. Perhaps that is in the 
classroom as teachers. Maybe it is caring for people on the margins as a social worker. It might even be 
bringing an ethical eye to businesses seeking to make the world better. These are just a few examples. I 
could never name all the ways LuMin-IU grads have an impact in the world.  
 
God continues to nudge and provoke ways to serve the world throughout one’s life.  After prayerful 
deliberation and reflection, I write today to tell you that this discernment process has worked its way 
through me. It is a time for me to embrace new challenges and discover new ways to serve. Doing so means 
making this my last school year serving LuMin at IU. My last Sunday preaching at St. Thomas will be May 12 
and I will conclude my service at LuMin on June 30.  
 
For the past 13 years, I have had the privilege of leading this ministry in covenant partnership with St. 
Thomas. As I reflect on this time, I am reminded of how the student community grows together. When we 
gather we share communal prayer around our Laughs, Loves, and Laments.   
 
Our Laughs are our prayers of those moments that offer deep joy. I cannot help but smile as I think of the 
nourishment you provided through meals and conversations as we worked on together. God bless St. 
Thomas with laughs like these and others in the future. 
 
Our Loves are our prayers around the things that touched the soul in such a way that there was no 
response other than to pure gratitude. A simple “Thank You!” seems a meager response to your service to 
the board, the delicious food you prepared or the supportive prayers you offered this ministry. I pray you 
experience blessings that make your hearts swell with gratitude. 
 
Our Laments are prayers for those things that especially require us to remember that God is with us. We 
remember God’s presence especially as we grieved the annual changes that come to this transitional 
student community. We give thanks to God for being alongside us in our ministry together and pray in 
confidence for God’s continued presence.  
 
As this new phase for LuMin begins, I ask that you continue supporting this ministry as you always have. 
Welcome students into the life of this faith community. Pray for students daily. Offer your resources 
including your time and talent. Your partnership is essential for LuMin-IU to be a thriving grace-filled 
mission outpost on campus.   
 
Thanks be to God for our life together!  
 
In Grace and Peace, 
 
Jeff 

 
 



Calling all gardeners… It’s official—spring is here!  
Mark your calendars for the ECHO plant sale on May 12 and 19, then head out to 

your garden. Is catmint encroaching on your columbine? Are rose campion 
“volunteers” taking over your garden bed? Are you starting a flat of marigolds or 

peppers and have seedlings to spare? We’d love to have starts and extras 
of perennials, annuals, herbs, vegetables, bulbs, saplings, and 
houseplants (native plants are especially encouraged—let’s make 
garden choices that help our pollinators). Or maybe there’s a bare spot 

in your garden that could be filled with plants from the sale. And don’t 
forget—May 12 is Mother’s Day! All proceeds go to support ECHO (Ecumenical Concerns for Hunger 
Organization) and its mission of combating world hunger through agricultural innovation and education.  
 

If you'd like to help with set up, clean up, or dispensing garden advice and taking donations, please contact 
Vicki Polansky at vwilliam@indiana.ed. 

 

Community Garden News  

The 2019 St. Thomas Community Garden season has begun! 
Here’s the news: 

1.  All the plots are claimed, with a few new faces this time around! 

2. 2019 Work Days will take place from 10-Noon on the first Saturday of 
every month, beginning April 5 and ending November 2. 

3. A heads up: We will be soliciting daffodil bulbs as you divide your 
flowers in the fall. These will be planted around the fruit trees as 
defense against moles and as an early spring pollen source for the bees. 

4.  The annual ECHO plant sale takes place in May. Plan to donate your extra seedlings, rooted cuttings, 
unwanted "volunteers", runaway strawberries, flowers and house plants.  Then shop for plants you're 
missing. All proceeds go to ECHO - https://www.echonet.org.    

A few lessons learned: 
  Zinnias are beautiful but tall, and they cast shade 
  Tomatoes can be controlled by pruning 
  Remove weeds before they go to seed. 
  Control your pests so they don't pester your neighbor. 
  Our fences only work if the gates are closed!  
 

 Last one out, shut the inner "rabbit fence"  
  and latch the gate! 

 
 
 

mailto:vwilliam@indiana.ed
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New Member Class 
A class for people who are considering uniting with St. 
Thomas will take place on Sunday, May 12 following 
the late worship service (12:30 – 1:30 p.m.) in the 
Conference Room. The session will provide Lutheran 
perspectives on scripture, the sacraments, worship, 
and the Church, as well as offer information about 
opportunities to learn and serve at St. Thomas. We’ll 
also set a time for receiving new members. Bring your 
questions! 

 

Meeting of the Congregation – May 19, 12:30 p.m. 
Our Annual Program Meeting of the congregation is set for May 19 following the 11 a.m. worship service. 
We will elect Congregation Council members and receive reports from the pastor, staff, officers, and 
committees. Staff, Officers, and Committee Chairs: The deadline for reports is Monday, May 6th. 
 

***************************************************************** 
 

Ministry Partnerships 
 

Monroe County United Ministries (MCUM) 
Thank you for your continuing support of the MCUM Pantry.  For those who are unfamiliar with the 
collection process, you will find bins for MCUM and New Hope Family Shelter to the immediate right as you 
walk into the Narthex, just outside the Sanctuary.  Both these nonprofit organizations serve very real needs 
in our community and your contributions really count!!  We hope these convenient bins make donating 
easy! 
 

Interesting Tidbit:   In the past, The MCUM Pantry used a pre-packaged bag process.  Now, people who use 
The MCUM Pantry pick the items they want - consider the implications of this evolution…..  
Donations to MCUM Pantry include non-perishable food, toiletries and hygiene products, as well as 
cleaning supplies. 
 

MCUM Spring Luncheon:  Sunday, April 28 12:00 – 2:00 at the Monroe Convention Center 
– Obtain tickets online at MCUM.org – Please let Helen know you are coming so we can 
work on St, Thomas seating! This is the primary fundraising event!  Tickets are $25 until 
April 1 – then $30.  
Questions:  Contact Helen Ingersoll at hingerso@indiana.edu or call 339-9610.     

 
 

 
Did You Know Your St. Vincent de Paul Warehouse has Moved?  
Come tour the new facility at our Open House on  
Thursday, April 11th, from 5:30 -7:30 PM  
at 1999 Packing House Rd., in Bloomington.  
The blessing of the warehouse and ribbon cutting will be at  
6:00 PM. Hope to see you there! 

 
 

mailto:hingerso@indiana.edu


New Hope for Families: 
The Roof (Housing) and The Nest (Early Childhood Learning)   
 

Council recently voted in support of an ongoing mission partnership between 
St. Thomas and New Hope for Families. New Hope for Families is the only 
family emergency recovery agency in Monroe County that accepts whole 
families.  This organization is made up of two programs, The Roof and The 
Nest.  The Roof provides housing, to keep families intact while the parents 
look for jobs and permanent housing, in addition to offering all day summer 
camp and after school programs for children.  The Nest is an early childhood 
learning center for children under 5.  The Nest gives parents access to safe, 
affordable and reliable child care so that they are able to support their 
families out of homelessness into stability. 
 

New Hope for Families has an excellent success rate. 85% of the parents 
have gained or maintained employment which is much higher than the Indiana state average.  The Nest’s 
accreditation by the National Association for Family Child Care is achieved by less than 6% of the Indiana 
childcare providers. 
 

Families come to New Hope for Families with nothing or very little.  We can help by donating. There are 
now donation bins located to the right and around the corner from the sanctuary doors.  Above the bins is 
a list of the ongoing needs for both the Roof and The Nest.  Feel free to take a copy of this list home with 
you. We are grateful for your consideration of this very important ministry.  
 
 

 
 
Communication is Key 
Greetings from your Sister Parish Committee. It is hard to believe that a year has passed since we sent a 
delegation of newbies to Guatemala over Spring Break 2018. That trip changed the lives of those five St. 
Thomas members in ways they are still discovering!  
 

One of the committee’s goals resulting from that trip is to nurture the connection to our sisters and 
brothers in Chichipate when we cannot be with them in person. I am pleased to report that our efforts 
have been fruitful. I hope you, too, feel closer to our friends in Guatemala through regular newsletter 
updates, events such as the recent breakfast fundraiser, talking with past delegates, and our “Prayer 
Partners” Spiritual Growth Group. If you would like to be matched with a community member in Chichipate 
for the simple – yet powerful – act of praying for each other, please contact Amy Balcam for a Prayer 
Partner. 
 

We also have a Facebook group where friends in Chichipate and St. Thomas have been sharing updates and 
sending greetings back and forth. You are warmly invited to join this group by contacting Peter Iversen or 
Gretchen Moehlmann. Thanks to Google Translate, you don’t even need to be able to speak Spanish to 
understand what’s going on. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the most recent posts followed up on a situation the 2018 delegates learned about while in 
Guatemala. A fisherman from El Estor (a small town about 20 miles from Chichipate) had been killed after 
protesting the pollution of Lake Izabal by a foreign-owned mine. The contamination grew worse and the 
fish were dying, yet somehow the Ministry of Environment inspectors were unable to catch the mining 
company in the act. This February, we learned through a recent article that the mining company is being 
held responsible for their actions. As explained by the Sister Parish staff in the post, “…the Supreme Court 
of Justice ruled in favor of the fisherman's union that had filed a case against the Fenix/CGN mine in El Estor 
due to a lack of consultation and the environmental contamination. The fisherman's union is still going to 
appeal because the court ruled that the mining company had to carry out a consultation process with the 
local indigenous population, but allowed the mine to continue operations in the meantime. The article also 
mentions how the members of the union have faced criminalization and violence for speaking out against 
the mine's effects on Lake Izabal and their livelihood.”  
 

Another post from Chichipate expressed excitement that we shared some words of their native Q’eqchi 
language during the breakfast. If you missed it, we have some extra language-matching game sheets in the 
Conference Room. 
 

 
 
Call for Committee Members 
Please join us! Our local Sister Parish committee needs new blood, as 3 of our members have moved away. 
We only meet every month or two in person or via conference call and promise not to volunteer the 
rookies for all the grunt work!   
 
 
 



Original Cards and Prints of St. Thomas Available 
The Mission Committee commissioned an original pen and ink drawing of the front of St. Thomas as a fund-
raiser for Sister Parish. Mark Riggins, a well-known local artist, created and donated the piece. Mark is a 
friend of the Sinn family and Susanne Halvorson. The original will be on display in the narthex for several 
weeks. Note cards are available for sale on the counter in the office. If larger prints are desired, simply 
indicate the size and number on the sign-up sheets. All proceeds benefit Sister Parish. 
Now Available: 
4” x 6” Cards - $2.50 each or 5 for $10.00 
Special Order: 
5’ x 7” Prints - $15.00   11" x 14" Prints - $60.00 
8” x 10” Prints - $30.00  13" x 19" Prints - $75.00 

 
*************************************************************************** 
 

Online and Mobile Church Giving Update 
Online giving is now fully functional for members and friends of St. Thomas Church. 
How does it work? 

- Go to our website (www.stlconline.org) on your computer or mobile device. 

- Scroll down a bit until you see the green “Give” button. 

- Press the button and enter the information required to complete your gift. 

That’s it! 
 

For those giving already through Vanco (Simply Giving, Thrivent), it is worth noting that using Tithe.ly 
involves lower fees. Vanco charges 2.75% plus 45 cents for debit/credit transactions; Tithe.ly charges 2.5% 
plus 25 cents. For direct withdrawals from accounts, Vanco charges 1% plus 45 cents; Tithe.ly charges 0.5% 
plus 25 cents. So the change may be worth it. Several regular giving options are available. 
 

*************************************************************************** 
 

 

 SAVE THE DATE 

 It’s time for another St. Thomas party!  🎉 🎊🎉 

  
 Guests of Honor: Pastors Lyle McKee and Marie Fleming 
  

 

Please join us on Friday, June 14 from 6 PM- 9 PM at St. Thomas for Pastor Lyle’s retirement 
celebration.  We look forward to expressing our gratitude to Lyle and Marie for their service to St. 
Thomas and beyond.  More details will be forthcoming. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

*************************************************************************** 
 

Spiritual Growth Groups 
Women's Book Club meets April 8 from 6:30 - 8:00 pm at Kathleen Boggess' house. We will be reading 
Barbara Brown Taylor's "An Altar in the World".  
Fiber Arts meets April 13 at 9:30 – 12:00 in the Conference Room. 
 

http://www.stlconline.org/
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Fun and Creativity at the Collage-Making Workshop 
A big thank you to Ruth Rives who led a collage-making workshop on March 16th! It was a time of fun, 
fellowship, and creativity. Samples of the results are pictured below: 

        

 

  
4/3     Max Arterberry, Marti Doering, Tom Sinn  

4/4     Irene Fogleman 

4/5     Lynn Brown, Carole Kirsch, Koral Dimick 

4/6     Sarah Ratzburg 

4/7      Nancy Mathews 

4/10   Craig McDonald 

4/11   Lyra Dimick 

4/12   Sam Eichmiller 

4/13   Charlotte Thompson-Klimpke 

4/14   Susan Goldsworthy 

4/15   Drew Balcam 

4/16   Suzanne Halvorson, Zach May 

4/17   Lillian Rademacher 

4/18   Judy Bush 

4/20   Kelli Skram 

4/21   Judy Torvie 

4/22   Sophia Lipe 

4/25   Sonja Dorr Binder 

4/26   Truman Daleke 

4/30   Missy Eichmiller 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Anniversaries 

4/3 Ron & Cindy Ohslund 

4/19 Paul & Yvonne Leber 
 

 
 
Our mailing address is:  
St. Thomas Lutheran Church  
3800 East Third Street  
Bloomington, IN 47401  
 
www.stlconline.org 
 

Unsubscribe from this list or update your preferences by emailing: 
susank@stlconline.org 
 

http://www.stlconline.org/



