Annual Report 2018

”We are not just two parishes.
We are a family that shares
achievements and
difficulties together.”
- Daniluz Schueller

Our Mission
Sister Parish exists to foster mutual understanding and commitment to peace and justice
among people in the United States and Central America. This objective is pursued through
intentional linking between churches and Christian communities in the United States and in
Central America. Delegation travel to the North and South with home stays is an essential
aspect in enhancing awareness and understanding, and in nurturing closer relationships.

Our Vision
PO BOX 100
Newtown, CT 06470
(612) 326-4361
www.sisterparish.org

We believe the Kingdom of God is already present but not complete, and the liberating Gospel
calls us to work together to build this Kingdom through: consciousness-raising, solidarity,
reconciliation, and ecumenism.

“We both share love and joy in having a community and family that loves
us and takes care of us. We both share corn and coffee, music and dance,
and especially faith. This is the main reason we visited the village in the
first place, celebrating 25 years of love, journeying together with faith in
the same God and Spirit, all together as family.”
– Sophia Thompson

“To be chosen as the Beloved of God is

dedicating time and energy to make sure our

something radically different. Instead of ex-

communities can be present for each other de-

cluding others, it includes others. Instead of

spite distances and barriers.

rejecting others as less valuable, it accepts

Guatemala, that means traveling 14 hours to

others in their own uniqueness. It is not a

meet with the scholarship students and collect

competitive, but a compassionate choice.”

their letters. That means going to funerals,

- Henri Nouwen
This idea of building the beloved community embodies what Sister Parish is for me. We
are all welcome at the table, we are all deserv-

Sometimes in

praying for the sick, and taking pictures at the
children’s Christmas party. That means listening in times of crisis and apologizing when we
are wrong. Being present means questioning
and challenging systems that perpetuate ine-

ing and we are all loved.
But what does it mean to build this beloved
community day to day? How does one build
relationship? I would argue it takes at least as
much time and resources as building a church

quality and racism. And it means learning.
The delegations we coordinate every year
are the highlight of presence and relationshipbuilding. Last year, we had 4 delegations to
Guatemala and 2 delegations to the U.S. with

or a school, sometimes more.
To build relationship we must be present,

37 participating delegates and many more
home stay families and hosts.
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Letter from Executive Director

“[On the delegation,]
I learned that
sometimes we
shut ourselves up
in church and
talk about God,
but we don’t see
God in our brothers
and sisters…
I learned that
seeing the
other person is
important.”
– Olga Alegria

These intense experiences of sharing our

aspiring to the world described in this popular

homes, our food, our culture, our struggles and

hymn often sung on delegations in El

our joys are the heart of what we do. As one

Salvador.

delegate from Saint Joan of Arc described her
visit to Tierra Nueva 2 in Guatemala:
“We are all full of your delicious food and

Let us go now to the banquet,
to the feast of the universe.
The table's set and a place is waiting;

your infinite love. It is when we sit at the table

come, everyone, with your gifts to share.

to share a meal that we have had the best con-

God invites all the poor and hungry

versations. It was in these moments that I re-

to the banquet of justice and good

alized that our sense of confidence starts

where the harvest will not be hoarded

when we are vulnerable because we are wel-

so that no one will lack for food.

comed and accepted at the table as we are.

May we build such a place among us

There we feel we can be honest with each oth-

where all people are equal in love.

er and this experience makes our partner

God has called us to work together

relationship grow stronger.”

and to share everything we have.

- Daniluz Schueller

- Carrie Stengel

As we build our relationships, and God’s
beloved community, I invite us all to think
about how to invite more people to our table,
whether that is a literal table for a meal or our
sistering relationships. Even more broadly it
can refer to the kind of world we strive to create. We can always build a bigger table,
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Letter from Executive Director (continued)

“The connectedness we felt
was straightforward and
brought me joy: we are
all children of the One
Heavenly Father.”
- Ini and Bob Beckman
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2018 Sister Parish Inc. Board of Directors and Directivas
United States
Nancy Wiens
Cathy Burrell
Michael Spellman
Ginnie Berge
Luis Cuyun
Maria Van Der Maaten

Guatemala
Jorge Luis Talaloj
Paul Quiroz
Victor Chun Chub
Concepcion Mateo
Pahola Chumil
Irene Gil

El Salvador
Carlos Quintanilla
Marleny Henríquez
Consuelo Ayala
Aquileo Dubón
Carlos Orellana
Ana Morales
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2018 Sister Parish, Inc. Staff
Guatemala Regional Coordinator—Brian Tyler

United States Regional Coordinator—David Ericson

El Salvador Regional Coordinator—Julieta Borja

Executive Director—Carrie Stengel

“Un Millon de Amigos” couldn’t have been a more apt anthem for our
delegation. Our two communities are writing the lyrics of our 24-year
relationship. We are taking the long view, building a lasting bond by
exchanging gifts of presence, respect and understanding….Indeed, with
a million friends, how can a world of peace not be within our grasp?”
- Nancy Wiens
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Letter from the Board President
Thomas Merton wrote that “Compassion is the keen awareness of the interdependence of all things.” The mission and
vision of Sister Parish encompasses this idea. Our relationships with our Sister Parish partners in the South, our relationships with other Sister Parish communities in the North,
and even our relationships with people in our own Sister Parish communities grow and develop from our increased understanding of how connected we are to one another.

Being in a place where children
take your hand without
hesitation and try to tell you a
little bit about their culture, about
the way they live – it makes
a mark on your heart.
- Caroline Hewitt

One of the ideas the Sister Parish board of directors has discussed at our recent meetings is the fact that the relationships
developed through Sister Parish partnerships positions us well
to handle the ever-changing political and social realities of the
U.S., Guatemala, and El Salvador. Despite uncertainty and
discomfort at current policies and the acts of some elected officials, we are confident that the Sister Parish model has provided a guide that we can use to deal with the multitude of
asks at local and national (and even international) levels: we
can sign letters, petition leaders, march and chant, and seek
change in compassionate ways that support the people we
know and love and whose faces we see in images of those traveling by caravan, those seeking asylum or refuge, and those
whose lives are distinct from our own. Because of the importance of relationships and our awareness of how we are
connected, we can empathize, show compassion, and stay
committed to causes that promote justice, solidarity, and equity in our increasingly unequal world.
There are many ways to get involved in Sister Parish’s efforts to promote awareness of our interdependence across
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(continued) Letter from the Board President
borders and cultures. An open delegation is in the works for
November of this year. If you haven’t had a chance to travel with
a delegation, or you would like to learn more about the work of
Sister Parish more broadly, this would be a great opportunity
The Sister Parish Board of Directors is currently small, but
mighty—and we’d love to have more voices and other experiences to ensure our decisions represent the diversity of our Sister
Parish partnerships and participants. As a board we are in the
middle of developing a strategic plan that will support the work
of Sister Parish for years to come. If you are at all interested in
joining the board, or supporting the board’s efforts, please feel
free to reach out to myself or Carrie Stengel.
Finally, know that your financial gifts are always appreciated.
Because Sister Parish’s work is to build relationships, a relatively
intangible albeit incredibly important goal, there are limited opportunities to apply for funding from institutional sources (i.e.
through grants or foundation funding). Whether your donation is
financial, one of time and talents, or simply sharing your Sister
Parish story with others, we want to acknowledge and thank you
for your help in promoting the Sister Parish mission and vision.
We are appreciative of everyone who has supported and continues to support the work of Sister Parish to build relationships
across borders, to create awareness of our similarities and differences, and to strengthen connections and solidarity between and
within diverse communities. Thank you for your continued support of Sister Parish and for staying compassionately connected
to our organization, communities, and mission.

I learned that...we have the same difficulties but, in spite of the adversity,
we have the commitment to keep fighting for real change…There are no
borders or definition of races that can prevent us from loving each other
as human beings. I am sure that if each of us shares these thoughts with
others, we can achieve inner peace and real changes in our society.
– Rafael Carranza

Financial Report 2018
Income

Expense

Donations

$ 28,435

Delegations

$ 27,468

Projects

$ 49,410

Projects

$ 49,410

Delegations

$ 43,762

Personnel

$ 58,207

Member Fees

$ 12,500

Operations

$ 5,910

Grants

$ 6,730

Assemblies

$ 5,041

Other

$

Facilities

$ 2,260

17

Administrative $ 1,650

Total

$ 140,854

Publications

$ 1,351

Miscellaneous

$

Total

168

$ 151,465

Program
Fundraising
Management,
administration

Note: This report does not reflect
the generous in-kind donations
from our all-volunteer board and
other individuals, or Sister Parish
assets and liabilities.

2018 Sister Parish Donors
Heroes

Pace Setters

Alan and Shannon Jones

Anne Schepers

Amy Webber

Bette and Jim Felton

Anonymous

Bill and Linda Mashburn

Arlene Reed

Candace Gruman

Bernard Grisez

Cathy Burrell

Bruce Sherman

Diane Pittman

David Ericson

Donald and Marion Hall

Greg Huang-Dale

Elizabeth Struthers Malbon

Leslie Knoblauch

Emily and Joseph Moore

Louise Eidsmoe

Evalyn Welling

Michael Spellman

First United Methodist Church Downers Grove

Paul Frank
Ross Starkson
St Joan of Arc Sister Parish Committee

Gene Frazer

Ray and Ina Osborn

Harry B Johnson

Richard and Pam Dodge, II

James B Grubs

Robert and Hilma Swensen

Jan Heikes

Robert Patterson

Jim and Barb Dale

Rose Ann Vogan

John Reinhardt

Sara Webber Laczo

Joyce LA Tyrrell

Sarah Jerde

Judith Miller

Terrence Swanson

Julianne Omland

Timothy and Cindy Moore

Kent and Diane Peterson

Tom Pouliot

Krista Hixon

Vanessa Ranallo

Laura Rivers-Kleppe

Vicki Schmidt

Laural Briggs

Gary and Donna Pittman

Laurie Hauser Vinyon

Gary Wiens

Martha Irene Martin
Martha S Rush
Mary K Moen
Matthew Terribile
Meghan Grossman
Michael Spellman
Mindy Ahler Olmstead
Nancy Wiens
Nicole and Peter Hertel
Meirose

Friends
Anita Rapone
Ashley Rivas
Carol Krush
Carol Loperena
Cathy Allen
Dale Nelson
Debra Nelson
Douglas Rodel
Elizabeth Lebakken

We apologize for any errors or omissions. Please
contact us with corrections or suggestions. Thank you.

Ellen Moore

Rick Chamiec-Case

Irene Thommes

Robert Jackson

Jack and Susan Sell

Ronna Papesh

James Stengel

Rose and Paul Grengs

Jan and Jerry Arseneau

Roy and Laurie Blackwood

Janice Young

Steve Kramer

Jason P. Haugland

Tamara Milbourn

Jean Heberle

Therese Zink

Joan Allen

Tia Karelson

Joan Marie Engelsgaard

Valeriana Moeller

Karen Orren
Karin Grosscup
Kathleen Casserly
Kathleen Wedl
Lise Trudeau
Lori McNelis Savre
Marie Braun
Mark Scannell
Mark Stengel
Mary Ahler
Mary Holm
Maxine McNamara
Norma Bappe
Pat Koski
Patricia Cespedes-Schueller
Polly Mann
Priscilla Herbison
Richard and Carol Derrenbacher

Thank you to all who donated time and in-kind
gifts to the Sister Parish mission. Special thanks
to Gary Larson for the accounting.
Thank you to the Community Foundation of
Northeast Iowa, Thrivent Choice and Amazon Smile
for grants to Sister Parish, and to those who direct
donations through these programs.
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2018 Sister Parish Member Communities
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Christ Episcopal Church

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Community

Catholic Community of

San Andrés Itzapa Episcopal Community

Our Lady of Guadalupe Church,

St. Francis of Assisi

Tierra Nueva II

Las Margaritas II

St. Thomas Lutheran Church

People of Hope Lutheran Church

Santo Domingo de Guzmán, Chichipate

ACOMUJERZA

Danville Congregational Church
San Antonio Catholic Church
Faith + Journey Lutheran Church
San Marcos Evangelista, Tierra Nueva I
First Lutheran Church of Duluth
San Antonio Los Ranchos
Trinity Episcopal Church
San José la Montaña
FUMC Decorah
Potrerillos
FUMC Downers Grove
UPAVIM
Wallingford United Methodist Church
Guarjila
East Orrington Congregational Church
Virginia

