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Guarjila organizes
in face of violence

On June 25, the community board of Guarjila, El
Salvador organized a public demonstration to call for
an end to violence in the community and to demand
the authorities take action to protect the population.
There has been a notable increase in violence in the
community since December 2020.
In their statement,
leaders called on
public
institutions to invest more resources for security and
violence prevention. Community leaders also
encouraged stronger community organization and
support for job creation, entrepreneurship, and
violence prevention programs. The statement reads,
“These are the tools we need to keep our communities
free from violence, thus creating a culture of peace
and well-being for everyone…. We do not want to
allow those who intend harm to bring us all to our
knees.” Read the full statement at sisterparish.org.

Photos from our year

Palm Sunday in TN1, Guatemala.

First pandemic in-person Board meeting.

Emergency aid in San José la Montaña, E.S.

On crisis and faith:
from San Andrés Itzapa
"In spite of all the difficulties,
we do see some positive aspects.
We are able to spend more time
with our family and in prayer.
People have now turned to God.
We are only human.
We have stumbled.
There have been
difficulties that have made
us lose faith, but even so,
God has always been with us."

An interview with the committee in
San Andrés Itzapa, Guatemala
Due to the number of COVID-19 cases,
there is very little work available. The
garment factories close when there are a
lot of cases and they do not pay their
workers during the shutdown. Families
that used to hire domestic workers or
construction workers are not hiring right
now because they are scared of the
disease. In our community, many people
are dying right now. A lot of people are
also fleeing, migrating to the US to try to
recover what they have lost financially.

The COVID-19 vaccination program in
Guatemala is slow, sadly. We do not have
enough vaccines for everyone, so they
are vaccinating people in phases.
[Guatemala is currently 8% fully
vaccinated.]
In our community, we see a lot of need
because of the lack of jobs and also
because storms and drought have
destroyed a large percentage of our
crops for five years in a row now. We do
not have enough money to invest in our
crops for a good harvest in the future.

Altar in honor of Jacinta Chutá, a dear member of the
committee in San Andrés Itzapa who passed away this year.

As a committee, we have organized to
help
those
most
in
need
with
medications and food with funds from
the Sister Parish emergency fundraiser
and our own neighbors. We leave
medications and food on people's
doorsteps.

Sweeping changes in El Salvador
At the beginning of the pandemic, El
Salvador implemented some of the
strictest health measures and broadest
aid
packages
in
the
region
and
vaccination rates are now among the
highest in the Americas.
The country,
however, has also faced political and
economic challenges.
Following the
February 2021 legislative elections, the
president’s party enjoys a solid majority. In
May, the congress removed the Attorney
General and five top judges from office. In
September, El Salvador became the first
country to adopt Bitcoin as a legal
currency and the Constitutional Court
ruled that President Bukele could run for
a consecutive term, even though the
Constitution prohibits it.
Based on an interview with Fatima Pacas -IPM

El Salvador is projected as a country that has
not suffered negative impacts of the pandemic.
But we see the impacts. We see that the
economic elite is accumulating money and

power. Inequality and extreme poverty will
only increase in the region. Just in the past two
months, the price of food has risen. The
government increased the minimum wage, but
unemployment has also increased.
We also see a fractured democracy, specifically
between the president, the legislature, and the
supreme court, precisely because of the
measures that were implemented. The
president's political party has enormous power
and has created an alliance with the armed
forces. We know the history of El Salvador.
These
alliances
usually
protect
elites
economically and contribute to a more
unequal society.
Through all of this, we are not addressing the
root causes of security issues. We no longer
have a high homicide rate, but we have a high
rates
of
internal
displacement
and
disappearances in a country where thousands
of people were disappeared during the war
and those crimes are still in impunity. It's like
we're repeating these cycles of injustice and
insecurity.
I believe the best way for the international
community to support our country is to inform
people about the reality of the communities
and strengthen this sense of accompaniment,
trust, and support that can cross borders.

SP members from Guatemala hold a sign saying,
"Chontala is here. Solidarity, unity between communities."

The hope is in community. I believe in the
harvest, in that sense of moving forward,
bringing together different ideas and people
that believe in social justice and the
preferential option for the poor. We don't have
to look beyond our borders. We can develop
something in this country for ourselves, for
our families, for our communities. The hope is
utopian but the utopia is in the walking.

Meet our new
member of the
Sister Parish
family
Katy Lazo

Katy (center), Julieta and Edith in Potrerillos.

My name is Katy Lazo, the new Regional Coordinator in El
Salvador. My commitment to my people started from a very
young age when I saw the example of my parents with their
professions and their work in the most vulnerable
communities in El Salvador.
I participated in my first volunteer service during
university. We built houses for low-income families. I did
that for over 7 years and that experience changed my life.
After graduating, I dedicated my career to working with
families in communities through organizations such as
Habitat for Humanity.
A dreamer by profession and committed to the most
vulnerable, I am a faithful believer that God asks us to put
our faith into action. Belonging to Sister Parish is a
blessing since I can continue to put my knowledge at the
service of people and above all help build that bond
between people with good hearts.

An interview with Pedro Sica of San Antonio, Guatemala

[In 2020], people in the community were scared, not
because of COVID-19, but because of the nation-wide
curfew. When the curfew was in effect, only the police
and self-defense patrols could be outside. That brought
back memories of the war, when we were forced to
organize civil defense patrols in our communities.
People hid from the self-defense patrols, some of which
abused their power. People also started to accuse each
other, just like in wartime.

San Antonio
weathers pandemic,
climate change

Officially there have been no cases of COVID-19 here.
There have been many deaths but we don’t know if the
cause was COVID-19 because no one got tested.
People are afraid of the vaccine. Years ago, research
revealed experiments that had been carried out on
Guatemalans [for sexually transmitted infections].
People relate that to the COVID-19 vaccine and they do
not want to get vaccinated. Also, during the war, the
government in Guatemala killed a lot of people, so
people don’t want to experience that again.

Maria and Tomas survey hurricane
damage to their home in 2020.

San Antonio weathers pandemic, continued...

With Hurricanes Eta and Iota last year, there
were mudslides and heavy rains that were
terrifying. A mudslide in our community
destroyed one home and put two more at risk
of mudslides. With donations from our sister
church, Danville Congregational Church, we
were able to support these families.
On June 10 and 11, our community celebrated
our patron saint festival for St Anthony of
Padua. We invited nearby communities to
participate in a two-day event with live
music, food, and a mass. The beautiful footage
of the livestream is still available on Facebook
at Fe Producciones.

Mass in San Antonio for the patron saint festival.

Our
heartfelt
congratulations
to
the
community of Las Margaritas 2. After 8 years of
work, the community inaugurated their new
church in June 2021. The church members’
dream was to build a beautiful parish center.
Community members donated funds, labor,
and communal crops, while also engaging in
international efforts to raise money.

Las Margaritas 2
Celebrating a
long-awaited
church inauguration

The June celebration included the dance of the
deer, community meals, musical groups, the
community's famous beef stew, and a mass
presided by the Bishop of Quiche, Guatemala.
Due to the pandemic, St Francis of Assissi in
Raleigh was unable to travel for the event, even
after years of planning to attend. St Francis
members sent a video greeting and watched
the livestream of the event.

Pope Francis
Excerpt from Fratelli Tutti
"Goodness, together with love, justice and
solidarity, are not achieved once and for
all; they have to be realized each day... a
worldwide tragedy like the Covid-19
pandemic momentarily revived the sense
that we are a global community...

Ceremony in Chichipate to give thanks.

God willing, after all this, we will think no
longer in terms of “them” and “those”, but
only “us”....
If only we might rediscover once for all
that we need one another, and that in
this way our human family can
experience a rebirth, with all its faces, all
its hands and all its voices, beyond the
walls that we have erected."
Delivery of aid at the clinic in Los Ranchos, E.S.

Symbolic gifts presented during the Virtual Delegation 2020.

"Sister Parish is
like having
another family
this whole time."
- Albertina

Meet Lourdes
Scholarship student
from Guatemala

Lourdes is studying to be a teacher and hopes to graduate next
year. Since the pandemic started in March 2021, she has been
studying online. The workload is heavier and school is more
expensive now. She spends a lot of money to access the internet
and a computer.
The community has faced many challenges during the
pandemic. At the beginning, people were careful about the
health measures. On her block, the neighbors even organized to
clean the streets. Sadly, people are no longer taking the
pandemic seriously. There is also a lot of unemployment in the
community as a result of the pandemic.
Lourdes, her parents and her two siblings have remained close
in the past year. They were, however, isolated from her
grandmother due to the ban on public transportation. Her
grandmother passed away near the end of 2020, after struggling
with depression in the pandemic.
Lourdes is grateful that she has been able to keep up with her
studies despite the challenges of the past year. “ I feel very
privileged because I know many youth wish for an opportunity
like this, but only a few are able to receive the scholarship and
reach their dream of finishing high school.”

In August, St Joan of Arc and Tierra Nueva 2 organized their first virtual delegation.
Activities included live-streamed masses in both communities, a discussion on
the root causes of migration and opportunities for change, and an exchange organized
by the youth. Thank you to everyone who made this event possible!

Stay connected in 2021

Emergency fund and virtual events

Sister Parish, Inc. continues to raise pandemic emergency aid funds for communities in El Salvador and
Guatemala. The health and economic impact of the pandemic continues to devastate our communities.
Communities have used funds to pay for food aid, medication, supplies for clinics, and seeds for home
gardens. Please help us offer this support as communities in Central America face the worst surge yet this
summer. To donate: www.sisterparish.org
Stay connected this year, as we plan
virtual delegations, a Solidarity Walk posada,
and Zoom conversations with community
leaders in El Salvador and Guatemala.
We hope to see you soon!

Visit our website,
sign up for our e-news,
or contact us:
www.sisterparish.org
usoffice@sisterparish.org

