The struggle for
women’s rights
in history
March 8, 2022

Status of women throughout history

Christianity (like Judaism)
enshrines discrimination
against women

Origin genesis, created from
man to complete him, others
guilty of sin…

Original sin, God condemned
the man to work and the
woman to give birth to children
in a painful process

Woman = minor (incapable),
with need for a guardian

Moralist woman = virgin,
model of the ideal woman

What has been the role of women in different historical
periods and civilizations?

HISTORY
WE WERE EDUCATED TO:
Work at home.
Be a mother.
Serve our partners and children.

International Women's Day
●

International Women's Day is commemorated around the world on March
8. The United Nations declared this day an international commemoration
in 1975.

What does this day commemorate?
●
●
●

The struggle of women throughout history to have the same opportunities
as men.
The figure of the working woman in society.
The struggle of women today to achieve equality.

• The date chosen is not due to an isolated event.
This day was important to many struggles of
women who did not conform to their destiny as
the gender without rights.
• Since 1857, the month of March was important for labor
demonstrations in the United States for the rights of women
workers.
• 1922 to 1975 - the institutionalization of International
Women's Day
• In 1975, the UN celebrated International Women's Year
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The collective origin of March 8
• In 1908, under the slogan “Bread and Roses”, 15,000
protesters showed up on the streets of New York to
demand shorter working hours, better wages, the right
to vote, and an end to child labor. Therefore, the origin
of March 8 is in the struggles of employed women, but
people who participate in the struggle and events that
allow it are always needed.

March 8, 1908 was recorded forever when an important event marked the history of labor and the union struggle.
More than 15,000 people protested in the streets of New York for better wages, the right to vote for women, reduced
working hours and decent working conditions.

In 1911, a fire in a New York factory killed more than 129 workers.

Common historical and current demands on
March 8
The struggle for the right to vote for
women, without any type of restriction
based on the level of wealth, property
or education:

The right to work

The right to non-discrimination
as women

The right to vote

Representation in
government positions

The right to vocational
training

The color purple
The purple color is the representative
color of Women's Day, and the one
adopted by women or buildings as a
sign of the struggle. It was the color
used by English suffragettes in 1908. In
the 60s and 70s, socialist women chose
this color as a symbol of the feminist
struggle and later it was associated
with the day that is celebrated every
March 8.

Symbolism of purple
The fabrics made by the women
who died in the factory were
purple.

CLARA ZETKIN
Clara Zetkin was born in 1857 and died in 1933. She was a very
influential German communist politician, as well as a fighter
for women's rights.
A member of the Social Democratic Party of Germany until
1917, Zetkin was very interested in women's politics, the fight
for equal rights and the right to vote, promoting the women's
movement in German social democracy.
She decided that March 8, 1911, would be commemorated as
the day of working women.

This date was considered "International Women's Day" or
"Working Women's Day".

Women who fought for women's suffrage

• The feminist movements of the
19th century focused on
achieving suffrage for women.
• The road to the vote was not
easy and was full of obstacles.
• In 1848, the first women's rights
convention was held in New
York.

Paulina Luisi, Uruguay

Matilde Hidalgo de Procel, Ecuador

Elvia Carrillo Puerto,
México

Bertha Lutz, Brasil

Prudencia Ayala,
El Salvador

Women who fought for
women's suffrage

THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN IN
EL SALVADOR

March 1922, San Salvador

Before 1950
Evolution of legal equality
between men and women in
El Salvador
After 1950

Women legally inferior to
men

Legal equality between men
and women
Prohibition of discrimination
based on sex

Taken from: Licda. Alba Evelyn Cortez, for LEIV with comments from RED FEM LAS
DIGNAS - LAS MELIDAS – ORMUSA, 2012, Page. 15

Violence against women was
allowed

Violence against women is
prohibited

The United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women, hereinafter
"CEDAW" or "the Convention", was approved by El Salvador
on May 1, 1981, by Executive Agreement No. 317

The Inter-American Convention to Prevent, Punish and
Eradicate Violence against Women, the "BELEM DO PARA
Convention", was adopted on June 9, 1994 in Belem do
Para, Brazil and later signed by the government of El
Salvador.

Overview of violence and discrimination
against women in history.
Women and men were not equal before the law
It took about 61 more years
to demand real equality

426 years of
formal
inequality

1524
Colonial
period
And the
conquest
of the
current
territories
of El
Salvador

1821
El Salvador
established
as an
independent
country

1860
Civil
Code

1950
Constitution

1994
Family
Code

For the first time,
legal equality of
women and men is
established
discrimination
based on sex is
prohibited

2011

The Law on Equality, Equity
and the Eradication of
Discrimination against
Women is approved, which
develops the constitutional
principle of equality and
non-discrimination on
grounds of sex

Taken: Licda presentation. Alba Evelyn Cortez de Alvarenga, 06-15-16 / ecortez03@yahoo.es

WOMEN WERE LEGALLY INFERIOR TO MEN

Thirteenth Constitution (1983)

Twelfth Constitution (1962)

Eleventh Constitution (1950)

Tenth Constitution (1945)

1944 reforms

Ninth Constitution (1939)

Eighth Constitution
(1886)

Seventh Constitution
(1883)

Sixth Constitution (1880)

Fifth Constitution (1872)

Fourth Constitution (1871)

Third Constitution (1864)

Second Constitution (1841)

First Constitution of the State of El Salvador (1824)

The 13 Constitutions of El Salvador (*)

LEGAL EQUALITY
OF MEN AND
WOMEN

(*) Taken from: “IBEROAMERICAN CONSTITUTIONS. EL
SALVADOR .
Fortín Magaña, René. ISBN 970-32-1952-7
http://biblio.juridicas.unam.mx/libros/libro.htm?l=157
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Taken from: Licda. Alba Evelyn Cortez, for LEIV with comments RED FEM LAS DIGNAS - LAS MELIDAS
– ORMUSA 2012 Page 18

Civil Code of 1860
Article 45
“The legal representatives
of a person are the father
or husband under whose
power he lives.”
Art. 73
"The married woman not
divorced
follows
the
domicile of the husband."
Art. 133
"The
husband
owes
protection to the wife and
the wife owes obedience to
the husband."

Code of Criminal Instruction of 1863
Art. 66:
“The judge or other authority who is aware of any
person whose liberty is restricted in a private
place, must immediately release him or her,
using the public force to do so. Domestic
corrections are excepted, which should not be
considered, as long as they are moderate, as
attacks against freedom.
Criminal Code of 1893:
Art. 11
"It constitutes an aggravating circumstance that
the victim is the husband of the offender, but not
the other way around."
Art. 61
“Those under 18 years of age have their
sentence reduced by one degree. The same
consideration will be given to women and
insane people who have committed crimes
within a lucid interval of reason.”



Access to work, freedom of contract, right to leisure and
prohibition of slavery:

Police Act, 1879
Art. 11.- The functions of the Police Inspectors are:
3a. Likewise, persecute lazy women, forcing them to
work, for which they will be sent to the haciendas
and
other
honorable
houses
as
servants,
understanding that they will have to receive the
salary that is estimated according to the trade to
which they are dedicated.

1950, a change
1948
Universal
Declaration
HR

CONSTITUTION
1950

CONSTITUTION
1983

Relations between
the sexes

Guarantees
equal
relations
between
women and
men

For first time, the equality of men before the
law is established.
WITHOUT SEX RESTRICTION

POLITICAL RIGHTS
They are citizens from 18
years of age without restriction
of sex.

MARITAL RELATIONS
The legal equality of the spouses
is established.

LABOR RELATIONS
For equal work,
equal pay, SEX
DOESN'T MATTER

WOMEN WHO CHANGED
SALVADORAN HISTORY

Prudencia Ayala
Prudencia Ayala became the first woman
to run for president in Latin America in
1930. She did it “proud to be a humble
Salvadoran-Indigenous person”, as she
said when launching her candidacy, and at
a time when the women of her country
were still unable to vote.

Prudencia Ayala
Prudencia Ayala's candidacy was repudiated by
many. The newspapers of the time branded her
crazy, ugly, illiterate, rowdy and tomboyish. She also
had allies, such as the students or the founder of the
newspaper La Patria, Alberto Masferrer, with whom
she shared feminist and anti-imperialist ideas and
with whom she defined her cause as "noble and just."
Of her government plan, which had 13 points, she
said that it was not inferior "to that of the other
candidates who take themselves seriously." In it, she
promoted public education, support for the working
class, women's right to vote, non-discrimination
against illegitimate children, or suppressing "as much
as possible" liquor.

Prudencia Ayala
Her candidacy was unsuccessful because the Supreme Court
ruled that women did not have the right to run for public office.
Prudencia Ayala passed away in July 1936 and she remained in
oblivion for more than half a century. In 1996 when one of her
children saw a photo of her in a MUPI exhibition in San Salvador
and told the director of the museum that her family had a trunk full
of her mother's writings and objects.

Prudencia Ayala
Prudencia Ayala went from being the “crazy” woman who ran for
president to a brave woman who, with rebellion and determination,
fought for what she believed to be right, sparked a debate and set a
precedent in the struggle of Salvadoran women.

In 1947, the Salvadoran Women's League emerged,
which advocated for the legal and civil rights of
Salvadoran women. After multiple debates, on June
26, 1950, citizenship was granted to the women of El
Salvador, as well as the right to vote without
restrictions. The League had the “Female Herald” as
its dissemination tool.

The 1950s were characterized by the suffrage struggle that
led to the constitutional reform, which established the
universal vote without any impediment. The first women
begin to be elected to public positions as mayors and
deputies. From 1957 to 1975 the first exclusively female
organizations are founded.

HISTORY OF OUR STRUGGLE
• However, El Salvador also harbors memories of women
struggling to obtain their basic rights. Since the 21st
century, society has broadly advanced, actively
including the participation of Salvadoran women in
society. An example of this is integration in education, a
benefit that was exclusively for the male sector in the
1980s. ' – 90's, meaning that student degrees at any
level could only provide a stable job for the men of that
time.

Mélida Amaya
Montes

Lorena Peña

Norma Guevara

Nidia Díaz

Carina Sosa

María Isabel
Rodríguez

Vanda Pignato

Women Mayors in El Salvador

PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN POLITICS IN
RECENT YEARS (Deputies and mayors)
2015

2018

2021

W

M

W

M

W
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Women in history
Over the years and
throughout history,
some women began to
ask for their rights to be
the same as men.

Other women stood out
because they became
symbols thanks to their
struggle, their work, their
ideas...

And others became
very important
characters in history
thanks to their
professional
achievements.

women in history

QUESTION FOR REFLECTION:

1. If the legislation has changed in its wording,
why does discrimination against women
continue in Salvadoran society?

•

Current data 2021
• Of 262 current mayors in El Salvador, 30
are women
• Of 84 congressional representatives, 22
are women and 62 are men

Are there reasons to continue the fight...?
•2.7 billion women cannot
access the same job options
as men.
•In 2019, less than 25% of
congressional representatives
were women.
•One in three women continues
to suffer gender-based
violence.

•Of the 500 people in CEO
positions leading the world's
highest-earning companies, less
than 7% are women.
•In the 92-year history of the
Oscars, only five women have
been nominated for Best
Director.

Challenges
•That we keep fighting for equality
•That women are not discriminated against
based on sex
•That laws be applied in favor of women
•That we women organize ourselves more
•That all types of violence against women are
reported
•That there are more women in decision-making
positions
•That there are no rapes or sexual violence
against girls and women

Thank you

