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Our Mission 
Sister Parish exists to foster mutual understanding and commitment to peace
and justice among people in the United States and Central America. This
objective is pursued through intentional linking between churches and Christian
communities in the United States and in Central America. Delegation travel to
the North and South with home stays is an essential aspect in enhancing
awareness and understanding, and in nurturing closer relationships. 
Our Vision 
We believe the Kingdom of God is already present but not complete, and the
liberating Gospel calls us to work together to build this Kingdom through:
consciousness-raising, solidarity, reconciliation, and ecumenism. 

PO Box 5202, Fargo, ND 58105 
(612) 326-4361 www.sisterparish.org



“Our Bible Study meetings with our partner church
motivate us to keep moving forward, to hold on to
hope, and to believe that one day all this shall pass.
From the bottom of our heart, thank you.” 

– Brenda, Guatemala



Another year in and we continue to
adapt and change to pandemic realities.
We miss our in-person visits, sharing
meals together and staying in homes,
receiving and giving the radical
hospitality that transforms us. 

We cautiously hope to start delegation
travel next year. While we long for that
day, we have found unexpected ways to
show up for each other in these
challenging times. 

We mourn those we have lost to COVID-19, but also to violence, chronic health
conditions, and poverty. El Salvador and Guatemala face political turmoil as the court
systems in both countries become battlegrounds to maintain power and impunity. 

Letter from the Executive Director



The economic impact of the 2020
hurricanes and the pandemic have
caused mass migration from
Central America to the U.S., now
with whole families journeying
north. 



We can’t thank you enough for supporting
Sister Parish and our partner communities in
Central America in these difficult times. 

To keep our connections strong, we have
also leveraged new technology. We are
excited about the creative virtual events
we have planned for this coming year.



Thanks to our community’s
generosity, we have distributed over
$40,000 in emergency aid funds for

food aid, medical care and other
needs in the past two years.

- Carrie Stengel



2021 Letter from the Board 
2021 was the second full year of the Global Pandemic,
which has affected so many lives, especially in Guatemala
and El Salvador. We tend to think in terms of our own
organization, Sister Parish Inc. and our concerns for its
success and survival but there are many forces at work that
make our issues seem small.

Authoritarianism is gaining ground in large part due to Covid
and to some of the other international factors that we see 
elsewhere as well.
Many of our communities have experienced great hardships from Covid both health and economic.
And yet, our communities have been working together. Sister Parish staff, also in great transition this
past year has worked with communities to distribute aid and to keep our connections and outreach
current.
Now, perhaps we see the end of the pandemic on the horizon. Each wave seems different, and maybe
the reach of vaccination will help us to reduce this to the level of the flu or better. Until then, we are
looking at the future. We hope to begin travel between our communities again soon and until then, find
ourselves spending a lot of time in Zoom meetings talking, cooking, laughing and being a community,
even though we are not crossing borders at this time.
Sister Parish has been a transformative ministry for decades and is continuing its mission during this
difficult time. We, as always, appreciate your support in whatever form it might take.
 

Yours truly, Bruce Sherman



"For 27 years, our relationship with Saint Joan of Arc has grown until we are now one
big family.

Due to the Covid 19 pandemic, it has not been possible to carry out face-to-face
delegations each year, but our love in Christ and our relationship means we can cross
borders and languages, so that we feel close regardless of the distance and we
understand each other with our hearts regardless of our language.

Today our virtual delegation ends but not our desire to keep walking hand in hand
with God to achieve a more just, kind, responsible and united world. For this reason
and many more, as brothers and sisters in Christ, WE’RE STILL TOGETHER."

 
- Tierra Nueva II,

 Sister Parish Committee



2021 Sister Parish Inc. Board of Directors and Directivas 
United States 
Bruce Sherman 

Maria Van Der Maaten
 Cathy Burrell
 Kate Casserly 

Patricia Cespedes- Schueller 
Luis Cuyun
 Linda Main

Guatemala 
Lorena Ramirez 

Victor Chun Chub
Concepcion Mateo

Ricardo Choc 
Nicolas Segura
 Irene Alonso

El Salvador 
Marleny Henríquez
Carlos Quintanilla
Consuelo Ayala 

Ana Morales 
Miriam López

Juventina Ramírez

Sister Parish, Inc. Staff 
 

El Salvador Regional Coordinator—
Julieta Borja  

El Salvador Regional Coordinator—
 Jorge Gómez 

Executive Director—
Carrie Stengel 



Thank you for hosting a lovely,
intimate virtual posada on
Saturday. It really showed one of
the silver linings of covid - that we
could "travel" to all of those places
and bring all of those people
together, literally sitting at one
another's tables through the power
of technology. 

- U.S. participant

I loved the Posada last night. It
was a first for me, and truly

helped me focus on Advent and
Christmas in new and meaningful

ways. Community with a capital C!
 - U.S. participant



“We may not be able to stay in each other’s homes or
provide for each other’s physical needs in the same way on

this virtual delegation, but we can still arrive to the
conversations empty, open, and willing to be vulnerable. We

can fill each other with our love and care as we listen to
and share our stories as we deepen our bonds of

hermanamiento (partnership).” 
– Mindy, United States



"The [Zoom call] was so wonderful and
motivating. We learned about other cultures

and we shared the Gospel. Thank you." 
- Miriam, Guatemala.



Thank you for joining these conversations and
connections, for listening with openness, for

sharing care and love. Thank you for being part of
our Sister Parish community. 

 



Income
 Contributions                 $63,054.92
 Grants                             $7,255.00
 Delegations                    $4,700.00
 Community Projects     $31,093.35
 Membership Dues        $10,500.00
 TOTAL                            $116,603.27

Expense
 Personnel                           $41,647.33
 Community Projects         $31,093.35
 Pandemic aid                     $12,028.49
 Facilities, communication $2,306.91
 Publications                       $1,938.86
 Administration                  $1,852.92
 Operations, travel             $2,563.97
 TOTAL                               $93,431.83

Financial Report 2021





Special Thanks to everyone who donated to
the pandemic relief funds. 

 
Thank you to all who donated time and in-

kind gifts to the Sister Parish mission. 
Special thanks to Gary Larson for his

accounting support. 
 

Thank you to the Community Foundation of
Northeast Iowa, Thrivent Choice and Amazon
Smile for grants to Sister Parish, and to those
who direct donations through these programs.



Christ Episcopal Church
San Andrés Itzapa Episcopal Community 

 
Danville Congregational Church 

San Antonio Catholic Church 
 

North Dakota Committee 
San Marcos Evangelista, Tierra Nueva I 

 
First Lutheran Church of Duluth 

San Antonio Los Ranchos
 

 Trinity Episcopal Church 
San José la Montaña 

 
FUMC Decorah

Potrerillos
 

Downers Grove FUMC 
UPAVIM

Wallingford United Methodist Church 
Guarjila

East Orrington Congregational Church
Virginia 

St. Joan of Arc Catholic Community 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Church, Tierra
Nueva II

St. Thomas Lutheran Church
Santo Domingo de Guzmán, Chichipate

Catholic Community of St. Francis of
Assisi
Las Margaritas II 

People of Hope Lutheran Church 
ACOMUJERZA 

Sister Parish Member Communities


